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In March, the Catechism II class and I were planning
to spend a Saturday afternoon together for a special
catechism session. The nascent coronavirus was
starting to gain ever increasing attention of the media
and the medics. Like the virus itself, fear of the unknown was infecting society. The governor of California prophesied that 25.5 million Californians would
have the coronavirus by mid-May. So, our catechetical afternoon together got postponed and then shutdown. It was a great disappointment because it is not
everyday that one gets to eat exceptionally good pizza
and talk theology with hungry, young theologians.
At that same time, other church activities were grinding to a halt under state and county directives contrary to the First Amendment to the US Constitution.
Arguably at a time when people needed to be in
church the most, many politicians and heath officials
in California had decided that church was too great a
threat to public health and well-being. In contrast,
crowding into supermarkets in search of quickly
dwindling stocks of toilet paper was, strangely, not a
problem, although the lack of toilet paper was a problem for those without. The politicians and health officials were plainly on a roll, flushed with excitement,
or something like that. In the course of time, legal
challenges put pressure on the governor of California
to loosen restrictions on constitutionally protected
but apparently easily suspended religious rights. By
the end of May, churches could again hold in-person
services indoors, but quickly that became only outdoors, which after about six weeks became indoors
again. To facilitate all these changes, the church
council considered installing revolving doors on all
entrances to assist church attendance and to symbolize the various officials’ predilection for having the
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citizenry go round and round and round in socially distanced circles separated by plexiglass.
With autumn approaching, worship services
moving back indoors, the school on campus
holding in-person classes aided by a waiver, and
some other schools returning to in-person instruction either partially or fully, the resumption
of in-person catechism was proposed and
agreed. There had been helpful and hopeful suggestions of holding catechism via other methods.
For example, using Zoom was one idea, but unfortunately that would have mistakenly given
the impression that catechism moves quickly
with excitement! Of course it doesn't.
More importantly, resuming catechism inperson (not rezooming in cyberspace) has been
very important because it reflects the incarnation of Jesus Christ, the word made flesh who
came to dwell among us. When Christ took on
human flesh and entered into a world racked
with human sin and death, the second person of
the Trinity entered into our time and into our
space in-person to be with us as one of us in the
midst of our sinfully sick, fallen lives. With each
passing day, Jesus seemed to become ever more
enmeshed and mired in our human failings, but
rather than recoiling therefrom, he reached out
to others. He healed the sick and broken, welcomed the outcasts and unwanted, he challenged the authorities, he raised the dead, he
forgave their sins, and with his word and example he gave those whom he met and touched
new faith, hope, and love; things which the government of his day wanted to deny its citizens.
Eventually, Jesus went way out on a limb (of a
cross) and risked his life to bring God’s love and
the gift of eternal life to people like us, locked
down in the woeful uncertainty of our world.
In comparison, holding in-person catechism
classes, socially distanced with other hygienic
precautions, carries virtually no risk to life or
limb. It seems almost trivial, but it is not. The
word of God and its resultant Christian faith
have very real, life-giving power. Since their earliest days, Christians have risked everything to

gather, to teach, to learn, to sing, to pray, and to
care in the same way that Jesus the Christ had
embraced death so that others could embrace
the promise of life which only he can give. Taking risks to share the gospel of Christ with others
is thus essential and integral to being part of the
body of Christ, i.e. the church. For us Lutherans,
learning how Martin Luther defiantly risked his
life to give us a pure proclamation of that same
gospel has been figuratively and literally exemplary for the past five centuries.
All going according to plan, on Sunday, 29 November, St. Luke’s four catechism pupils will be
confirmed. In so doing, they will have the opportunity to confess the faith publicly which was
given to them in baptism. In so doing, they will
confirm that they wish to continue to live as part
of the body of Christ whose members they became in their baptism. In so doing, they will
take on new responsibilities and new risks by
living the miracle of faith which confesses Luther's interpretation of the third article of the
Apostles' Creed:
“I believe that by my own reason or strength I
cannot believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come
to him. But the Holy Spirit has called me
through the Gospel, enlightened me with his
gifts, and sanctified and preserved me in true
faith, just as he calls, gathers, enlightens, and
sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth
and preserves it in union with Jesus Christ in the
one true faith. In this Christian church he daily
and abundantly forgives all my sins, and the sins
of all believers, and on the last day he will raise
me and all the dead and will grant eternal life to
me and to all who believe in Christ. This is most
certainly true.”

Welcome Max Gresoro - New Member
On Reformation Sunday, 25 October, St. Luke's
was delighted to welcome Mr. Max Gresoro into
membership. Max is a native San Diegan. He
graduated from Lincoln High School in 1956.
Thereafter, served in the United States Marine
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Corp in Twenty-nine Palms. After leaving the
service, he studied 1958-1962 at San Diego State
University and graduated with a major in Economics and a minor Finance. He also played
football for SDSU as an offensive and defensive
lineman. He retired from his long career at Pacific Bell as a regional manager. He is married to
Donna for 58 years and has three children. Max
has been a very active member of the Methodist
church for most of his life, but following a "holy
nudge" from Jillian Barnard he started attending
St. Luke's because of coronavirus restrictions
elsewhere. Since then his regular attendance has
led to his decision to become a member. Max,
we wish you the warmest welcome, and we look
forward to you sharing your gifts at St. Luke's.

Advent and Christmas
The Advent season begins on Sunday, 29 November. Unfortunately, this year due to coronavirus concerns, St. Luke's will not be holding
its traditional Advent Dinner. This will be a big
disappointment to many members and invited
guests. If there is a silver lining to this dark
cloud, perhaps it is delaying our usual holiday
weight gain because the Advent dinner is a great
way to start that.
At this point, plans are being made to hold a
German Christmas Carol service on Sunday, 20
December at 7:00 pm. Unlike previous years,
again due to coronavirus concerns, there will not
be a reception after the service, an event not
lightly to be cancelled!
Finally, in light of coronavirus concerns the
congregation has decided to hold two Christmas Eve services, one at 6:00 pm and the
other at 8:00 pm. This will hopefully accommodate extra family and visitors while allowing for sufficient social distancing and so
forth.

Quarterly Congregational Meeting
Highlights
St. Luke's held is autumn congregational meeting on 25 October. The meeting was apprised of
various repairs around the church campus. The
Women of St. Luke's (WSL) will have their next
meeting on 07 November at 10:00 am at church.
WSL hopes to assist Crisis House with Christmas
gifts again this year and is looking to support a
student through Lutheran Border Concerns. A
budget for 2021 was passed, and the current
church council members were re-elected to
serve again in their current positions. As so little
parish education activity is taking place due to
coronavirus concerns, the parish education position on the council remains vacant.
The proposed sale of the La Mesa Women's Club
(LMWC) was also discussed. Members of the
neighborhood have been in contact with the
church regarding the proposed redevelopment
of the LMWC into a 49 unit apartment block.
The neighborhood is concerned about the negative impact which this will have, particularly in
relation to environmental construction concerns, decline in property values, etc. Also, the
development's inadequate parking space will
create consider spillover into a neighborhood
with already too little parking. The church itself
has been concerned about the property boundary dispute created by the sale of the LMWC and
other related concerns which would affect the
functioning of the church and of the school. A
meeting with the developers and a few church
council members in September ended when the
developers started shouting at St. Luke's pastor
which brought the meeting to an abrupt end.
The church council has tried on numerous occasions to contact members of the LMWC for
neighborly discussions, but the church has been
rebuffed at every turn.
Pastor Mark
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Women of St. Luke’s

Thank yous

It is hard to believe it is November already and
we are moving into the holiday season. How different this one will be!

Dear Friends at St. Luke’s,

Thanks to all who generously gave to our Thank
Offering. Because we no longer can depend on
funds from craft fairs and circles, this was especially important.

donation to TACO’s No-Show Gala. In

As you may remember we gave $1,000 each to the
La Mesa fire and police departments. We will be
supporting a young person through the Angel
Wings program of Lutheran Border Concerns.
We are going to participate in the Adopt-a-family
program of Crisis House in El Cajon.

remain committed to improving the lives

Adopt-a family will be a bit different this year (of
course). Instead of items, we will need to provide
Walmart or Target gift cards. They are asking for
$100 per person. We have committed to support
a family of 5 which means we will need $500 in
gift cards. We will give an excess to Crises House
to help in supporting another family. Each of you
do not have to give $100; we are hoping to give
multiples of $25 gift cards. You may also give
cash/checks and WSL will purchase the gift cards.
If COVID prevents you from attending church,
you may mail your donation to WSL at the
church office, please indicate on your donation
that the monies should go to the Adopt a Family.
This year’s family includes Porsha and Chance
(parents), Cherish (9 yr. old female), Destinee (3
yr. old female) and Faith (2 yr. old female). We
must deliver all gift cards to Crisis House before
Wednesday November 25th. LET’S GIVE THIS
FAMILY A MERRY CHRISTMAS!!!
One final note, we will need a new chairperson,
secretary and treasurer for 2021. Please let me
know of your willingness to fill one of these offices for 2021. As of now, we are only asking for a
1 year commitment.
Nancy Kearns
WSL Committee Chair

Thank you for your recent very generous
these difficult times we are genuinely
grateful for congregations like yours who
of the most vulnerable among us. Know
that your donation will be used wisely in
service to others.
Blessings! The TACO Board.
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Liturgical Seasons & Feasts
word scramble
CPTNSTEEO
PNPIYEAH
VTANITYI
DETANV
SCPURO TSIRHCI
UDMTUIR
TEARSE
YNRTIIT
DROYIRNA IMTE
TIHCRS HET NIGK
NETL
SISRATHMC
LAL ATS’NSI YDA
EAFTS FO LLA USLOS
AOSTISMUNP FO RMYA
How well did you do? Check back on page 6 to see answers

Did you turn your clocks back on Sunday November 1st?
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Make a difference this holiday season.
Donate for Holiday Gift Card “Baskets”
for those in need this Holiday Season.
Envelopes available November 1, 8 & 15
Make checks payable to St Luke’s and note “Holiday Giving” in the memo.

Upcoming Events—Mark Your Calendars!
November 1, 8 & 11—Holiday Gift Card Basket collection, envelopes available, checks payable to
St. Luke’s—note “Holiday Giving” on memo line.
Adopt-A-Family—gift card/monetary donations collected through November 22.
December 20th—German Service—7:00pm.
December 24—Christmas Eve services—6pm & 8pm.

Answers: Pentecost, Epiphany, Nativity, Advent, Corpus Christi, Tridiuum, Easter, Trinity, Ordinary
Time, Christ The King, Lent, All Saint’s Day, Feast of All Souls, Assumption of Mary
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NOVEMBER WORSHIP TEXT
22nd Sunday after Pentecost
November 1
First Lesson — Micah 3: 5-12
Psalm 43
Second Lesson — 1 Thessalonians 4: 1-12
Gospel — Matthew 23: 1-12

Kathleen Yerger
11/02

23rd Sunday after Pentecost
November 8
First Lesson — Amos 5: 18-24
Psalm 70
Second Lesson– 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18
Gospel — Matthew 25: 1-13
24th Sunday after Pentecost
November 15
First Lesson — Zephaniah 1:7-16
Psalm 90: 112
Second Lesson — 1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11
Gospel — Matthew 25: 14-30

George Hauk
11/03
Jonathan Janos
11/22
JoAnn Hendrickson
11/27

Last Sunday of the Church Year
November 22
First Lesson — Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 20-24
Psalm 95: 1-7a
Second Lesson — 1 Corinthians 15: 20-28
Gospel Lesson — Matthew 25: 31-46

Jack & JoAnn Hendrickson
First Sunday in Advent
November 29
First Lesson — Isaiah 64: 1-9
Psalm 80: 1-7
1 Corinthians 1: 3-9
Mark 13: 24-37

11/08

Did we miss your special event?
Please let the office know your birthday or
anniversary so we may honor you and yours
next year!
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1

Isaiah 9: 6-7

2

Luke 1: 26-33

3

John 1: 1-14

4

Matthew 3: 16-17

That all who would in Him believe

5

Matthew 17: 1-8

Should everlasting life receive.

6

Hebrews 1: 1-9

7

Romans 1: 1-7

Christ Jesus is the ground of faith,

8

John 3: 16-21

Who was made flesh and suffered death;

9

Hebrews 5: 1-10

10

John 3: 16-21

11

Hebrews 7: 23-28

12

John 1: 29-34

God would not have the sinner die;

13

2 Peter 1: 16-21

His Son with saving grace is nigh;

14

Galatians 3: 23—4: 7

15

Galatians 4: 1-7

16

Colossians 1: 9-14

17

Colossians 1: 15-20

18

Hebrews 3: 1-6

19

2 Corinthians 1: 18-22

20

Romans 8: 26-30

21

Hebrews 4: 14-5:6

22

1 John 1: 1-11

23

1 John 4: 13-17

And Holy Spirit, Three in One!

24

John 8: 31-36

To Thee, O blessed Trinity,

25

1 John 5: 6-15

Be praise now and eternally!

26

1 John 5: 18-21

27

1 Corinthians 1: 1-9

28

John 5: 18-29

29

Matthew 11: 25-30

30

Revelation 1: 4-8

God loved the world so that He gave
His only Son the lost to save,

All then who trust in Him alone
Are built on this chief cornerstone.

His Spirit in the Word declares
How we in Christ are heaven's heirs.

Be of good cheer, for God's own Son
Forgives all sins which you have done;
And, justified by Jesus' blood,
Your Baptism grants the highest good.

Glory to God the Father, Son,

Lutheran Service Book
Hymn 571 vss. 1-4, 6
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NOVEMBER WORSHIP TEAMS
Reader

Altar Guild
1st

Communion Assistant — Wine
Prayers of the People
Usher Team

8th

Communion Assistant — Wine
Prayers of the People
Projectionist
Greeter
Usher Team

15th

Communion Assistant — Wine
Prayers of the People
Projectionist
Greeter
Usher Team

22nd

Colleen Olsen
Thelma Pace
Pastor Mark Menacher
Randy Engel

Liz Dunnigan
Gail Knippelmeyer
Tania Salas
JoAnn Hendrickson
George Hauk
Judi Cole
Randy Engel
Tania Salas
Jillian Barnard
Randy Engel

Communion Assistant — Wine

Liz Dunnigan

Prayers of the People

Jillian Barnard

Projectionist
Greeter

29th

Ted Olsen Nov 1, 8, 15;
Randy Engel Nov 22 & 29

Gail Knippelmeyer
Jillian Barnard

Usher Team

George Hauk

Advent Reader

Olsen family

Communion Assistant — Wine
Prayers of the People
Projectionist
Greeter
Usher Team

Gail Knippelmeyer
Thelma Pace
Tania Salas
Jillian Barnard
Randy Engel

9:00 am Counters

9:00 am Worship

Worship

9:00 am Counters

9:00 am

30

1:30 pm Counters

1st Sunday in Advent

Worship

23

29

9:00 am

22

9:00 am Counters

16

15

Worship

1:30pm Counters

9:00 am Worship

9:00 am

9
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DAYLIGHT SAVINGS
ENDS

2

Mon

1

Sun

25
6:00 pm Catechism

8:00 am Tai Chi
11:00 am Staff

6:00 pm Catechism

8:00 am Tai Chi
11:00 am Staff

24

18

6:00 pm Catechism

11
Veterans Day

6:00 pm Catechism

4

Wed

17

8:00 am Tai Chi

10

8:00 am Tai Chi

3

Tue

26

Tai Chi

27

20

13

6

Fri

OFFICE AND CAMPUS CLOSED

8:00 am

19

8:00 am Tai Chi

12

8:00 am Tai Chi

5

Thu

NOVEMBER 2020

9-10 am Altar Guild

28

9-10 am Altar Guild

21

9-10 am Altar Guild

14

10:00 am WSL mtg

9-10 am Altar Guild
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Sat
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL


Worship Service: Sundays, 9:00 am in the Sanctuary.



Holiday Giving collections November 1, 8 & 15.



WSL—Adopt-A-Family drive, donations due by November 22nd.



The office will be closed November 26th & 27th for the Thanksgiving Holiday.

St. Luke’s Mission Statement:
We are called as a community of Christians saved by grace
—through faith alone in Jesus Christ—
to spread the Holy Gospel in word, sacrament, and action
soli deo gloria.

