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The Smalcald Articles
The third work in the Book of Concord (BoC),
which again are the Lutheran statements of faith, is
“The Smalcald Articles” written by Luther in 1537.
After the “Augsburg Confession” was read by the
Lutheran princes at the Imperial Diet in Augsburg
in 1530, in 1531 the Lutheran princes established a
defensive alliance to protect themselves and their
subjects from being forced to reintroduce papal
doctrines and practices in their lands. This alliance
was established by the two most powerful Protestant rulers in the Holy Roman Empire at the time,
Philip I, Landgrave of Hesse, and John Frederick I,
Elector of Saxony and became known as the Smalcald League (Schmalkaldischer Bund). Schmalkalden is a town in central Germany. Members of the
Smalcald League were required to subscribe to the
“Augsburg Confession.”
In 1546-46, a few years after Luther’s death, Emperor Charles V and his forces routed the Smalcald
League. Charles then tried to reimpose papal doctrine and practices on the Protestants, and the existence of the Lutheran Reformation was in peril. To
make matters worse, Luther’s chief assistant, Philip
Melanchthon, seemed prepared to concede to the
Emperor in order to preserve his life. This was a
tragic development. Remember, Melanchthon
drafted the “Augsburg Confession” and its
“Apology.”
Below is the Introduction to “The Smalcald Articles” and thereafter a few concluding comments:“During the early years of the Reformation
Luther and others proposed again and again that a
general council of the church be convened to discuss and arbitrate the questions of doctrine and
practice that were in controversy. When sterner
measures had failed to extirpate the Protestant
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heresies, Pope Paul III finally called a council in
June, 1536, to meet in Mantua the following
May. Although the council did not actually convene until 1545, and then in Trent, the papal
summons confronted the Lutherans with the
necessity of deciding what their attitude toward
such a council should be. This was especially
necessary since the situation was no longer the
same as it had been when Luther first appealed
to a council.
“Under these circumstances the elector of
Saxony instructed Luther in a letter of Dec. 11,
1536, to prepare a statement indicating the articles of faith in which concessions might be
made for the sake of peace and the articles in
which no concessions could be made (see below, Preface, I). Luther set to work at once on
what came to be called “The Smalcald Articles.”
By Dec. 28 the document was ready for review
by a small group of theologians assembled in
Wittenberg, who, among other things, proposed the addition of the section on the invocation of saints (see p. 297). The first eight signatures were affixed at this time, Philip Melanchthon’s with a reservation (see p. 316).
“The elector of Saxony then took the Articles to
Smalcald, where representatives of the Smalcald
League met on Feb. 8, 1537, in the hope of having the document adopted. This hope was not
realized, partly because Luther’s continued illness prevented him from attending and throwing the weight of his personal influence behind
the proposed adoption and partly because Melanchthon succeeded in persuading the princes
that the Articles would only precipitate doctrinal disputes among the members of the
League. Although not officially endorsed at
Smalcald, the Articles were signed by many of
the clergymen who were present in token of
their personal adherence to the faith expressed
therein. In later years the Articles were looked
upon with growing favor as a witness to genuine Lutheranism, and as such they were finally
incorporated in the Book of Concord” (BoC,
Tappert, 287-288).

Here is a taste:
[Part II, Article I. Christ and Faith]
“1 The first and chief article is this, that Jesus
Christ, our God and Lord, “was put to death for
our trespasses and raised again for our justification” (Rom. 4:25). 2 He alone is “the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John
1:29). “God has laid upon him the iniquities of us
all” (Isa. 53:6). 3 Moreover, “all have sinned,” and
“they are justified by his grace as a gift, through
the redemption which is in Christ Jesus, by his
blood” (Rom. 3:23-25).
“4 Inasmuch as this must be believed and cannot
be obtained or apprehended by any work, law, or
merit, it is clear and certain that such faith alone
justifies us, as St. Paul says in Romans 3, “For we
hold that a man is justified by faith apart from
works of law” (Rom. 3:28), and again, “that he
[God] himself is righteous and that he justifies
him who has faith in Jesus” (Rom. 3:26).
5 Nothing in this article can be given up or compromised, even if heaven and earth and things
temporal should be destroyed. For as St. Peter
says, “There is no other name under heaven
given among men by which we must be
saved” (Acts 4:12). “And with his stripes we are
healed” (Isa. 53:5).
“On this article rests all that we teach and practice against the pope, the devil, and the world.
Therefore we must be quite certain and have no
doubts about it. Otherwise all is lost, and the
pope, the devil, and all our adversaries will gain
the victory” (BoC, Tappert, 292).
“The Smalcald Articles” represent a succinct and
“punchy” portrayal of Luther’s theology and of
Lutheran theology in general. “The Smalcald
Articles” are very recommended reading. Please
take time to do so.
Pastor Mark
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Women of St. Luke’s
As usual the WSL was busy at our last meeting.
We reviewed past events: the Baby Shower and
our fun BINGO Night at the church Lower Level.
All of this month, Jillian Barnard is sharing with
church-goers our Thank Offering fund-raiser,
which helps to resupply our budget for community-giving. Our thanks to Amy Hoffman for
organizing the literature and envelopes that go
out to everyone regarding the Thank Offering.
Karen Skullerud has handed out Bible verses to
SLLC members and instructions on how to write
a devotion in preparation to create a St. Luke’s
Advent Devotional Booklet. We look forward
to this project!
The focus of the October meeting was to review
the charities WSL assists and decide how to
divide our resources among those charities.
Karen gave a presentation on how to know which
charities are most viable/trustworthy/worth our
dollars. We want to be certain that the funds
donated by our members are used wisely. Not
every charity organization is created the same.
It’s easy to research their 501(c)(3) status, and
HOW THEY spend THEIR dollars! Using Charity
Navigator (https://www.charitynavigator.org/) is
easy and shows so much about the organization.
However, there are other places you can check,
like the BBB (Better Business Bureau)! If you are
not savvy doing searches on the computer, ask a
grandchild! And they will learn (about giving)
while helping you with the technology.

BINGO night
The White Elephant Bingo night was a success
even though the thunder and rain kept some
away We had a great dinner of sloppy joes, veggies, chips with cookies and ice cream for dessert. The assortment of white elephants was almost gone after winners and non winners made
their choices. Oh did I mention we also chased
bingo balls across the floor. Our caller was a hit
even though the ball cage caused him some
confusion. The consensus was that another
bingo night must be held!

The charities we addressed with our giving this
part of the year are Angel Wings (with our annual
giving), Lutheran Bible Translators, Meals on
Wheels (San Diego Chapter), Mission Aviation
Fellowship (MAF), Survivors of Torture (San
Diego based), and Third Avenue Charitable Organization (TACO). Thanks to all our charitable
givers at St. Luke’s. We could not do this without
you all.
WSL Committee Chair
Karen Skullerud

Lucky BINGO winners; Bob Barnard, Thelma Pace,
Cheryl Walczak, Angie Hauk & Callie Ward
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Thank you
Dear Friends at St. Luke’s, Thank you for your recent very generous donation to TACO’s
No-Show Gala. In these difficult times we are genuinely grateful for congregations like
yours who remain committed to improving the lives of the most vulnerable among us.
Know that your donation will be used wisely in service to others.
Blessings!
The TACO Board.

St. Luke’s is helping with the Adopt-a-Family through Crisis House in El Cajon again this
year. WSL is collecting Wal Mart and Target gift cards in the amounts of $25 to go towards
each person in the family receiving $100 towards their Christmas gift. We are asking each
SLLC contributor to donate to this cause in cash or check – or in Wal Mart/Target cards in
increments of $25. If you prefer to give cash or checks, WSL will purchase the gift cards. If desired, you may mail your donation to WSL at the church office. Please indicate on your donation that the monies should go to the Adopt-a-Family. Crisis House asks that we deliver our
gift cards by December 1 so families can do their own shopping for Christmas.
LET’S GIVE A FAMILY A MERRY CHRISTMAS!!!

Don’t forget to turn your clocks back
on Sunday November 7th!
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Make a difference this holiday season.
Donate for Holiday Gift Card “Baskets”
for those in need this Holiday Season.
Each November, money is collected to buy gifts cards for those families in
need for groceries to use during the holidays

.
Envelopes available November 7 & 14 in the bulletin & on the usher’s desk
Make checks payable to St Luke’s and note “Holiday Giving” in the memo.

Upcoming Events—Mark Your Calendars!
November 7, 14 & 21—Holiday Gift Card Basket collection, envelopes available, checks payable to
St. Luke’s—note “Holiday Giving” on memo line.
Adopt-A-Family—gift card/monetary donations collected through November 28th, please note
“Adopt-A-Family” the memo line.
December 3rd—Christmas Tree decorating—6:00 pm.
December 5th—Advent Dinner—details coming soon.
December 19th—German Service—7:00pm.
December 24th—Christmas Eve Service—7:oo pm.
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NOVEMBER WORSHIP TEXT
24th Sunday after Pentecost
November 7
First Lesson — 1 Kings 17: 8-16
Psalm 146
Second Lesson– Hebrews 9: 24-28
Gospel — Mark 12: 38-44

Kathleen Yerger
11/02

25th Sunday after Pentecost
November 14
First Lesson — Daniel 12: 1-3
Psalm 16
Second Lesson — Hebrews 10: 11-25
Gospel — Mark 13: 1-13
Last Sunday of the Church Year
November 21
First Lesson — Isaiah 51: 4-6
Psalm 93
Second Lesson — Jude 20-25
Gospel Lesson — Mark 13: 24-37

George Hauk
11/03
Jonathan Janos
11/22
JoAnn Hendrickson
11/27

First Sunday in Advent
November 28
First Lesson — Jeremiah 33: 14–16
Psalm 25: 1–10
1 Thessalonians 3: 9–13
Luke 21: 25–36

Jack & JoAnn Hendrickson
11/08

Did we miss your special event?
Please let the office know your birthday or
anniversary so we may honor you and yours
next year!
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November Prayer Calendar
“The Throne of Grace”
1

Psalm 86: 1-13

Trinity Psalter Hymn #522

2

John 15: 7-16

Behold the throne of grace!

3

Hebrews 4: 11-16

The promise calls me near:

4

Psalm 34: 1-7

5

Hebrews 10: 19-23

6

Psalm 121: 1-8

7

Colossians 4: 2-6

8

Matthew 26: 36-41

9

Luke 11: 5-13

10

Ephesians 1: 15-23

11

Colossians 1: 9-14

12

1 Thessalonians 5: 16-25

My soul, ask what thou wilt;

13

James 5: 13-18

thou canst not be too bold;

14

Ephesians 6: 14-20

15

Psalm 138: 1-8

16

Romans 12: 9-13

17

Psalm 91: 14-16

18

2 Corinthians 1: 1-11

19

Jude 17-25

20

Philippians 4: 4-7

21

1 Timothy 4: 1-5

22

Philippians 1: 3-4

Thine image, Lord, bestow,

23

1 Timothy 4: 1-5

thy presence and thy love;

24

Ephesians 3: 14-21

25

2 Thessalonians 1: 11-12

26

Psalm 36: 5-12

27

1 John 5: 13-15

Teach me to live by faith;

28

Romans 8: 26-28

conform my will to thine;

29

Psalm 143: 5-10

30

Hebrews 10: 14-25

there Jesus shows a smiling face,
and waits to answer prayer.

That rich atoning blood,
which sprinkled round we see,
provides for those who come to God
an all prevailing plea.

since his own blood for thee he spilt,
what else can he withhold?

Beyond thy utmost wants
his love and pow'r can bless;
to praying souls he always grants
more than they can express.

I ask to serve thee here below,
and reign with thee above.

let me victorious be in death,
and then in glory shine.
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NOVEMBER WORSHIP TEAMS
Reader
Altar Guild
7th

Communion Assistant — Wine
Prayers of the People

21st

Gleason Snashall
Pastor Mark Menacher
Shirley Carrington

Usher Team

Randy Engel

Communion Assistant — Wine

Gabby Bruflat & Jet Bruflat

Terry East

Prayers of the People

Gail Knippelmeyer

Projectionist

Shirley Carrington

Greeter
Usher Team

JoAnn Hendrickson
George Hauk

Communion Assistant — Wine
Prayers of the People
Projectionist
Greeter
Usher Team
Acolytes

28th

Shirley Carrington

Projectionist
Acolytes

14th

Randy Engel

Advent ReadCommunion Assistant — Wine
Prayers of the People
Projectionist
Greeter
Usher Team

Karen Skullerud
Gail Knippelmeyer
Judi Cole
Terry East
Randy Engel
Gabby Bruflat & Jet Bruflat
MaryAnn Boullain & Joe Makowski
Terry East
Jillian Barnard
Shirley Carrington
Jillian Barnard
George Hauk
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21

Worship

9:00 am Counters

1st Sunday in Advent

9:00 am

29

28

1:30 pm Counters

9:00 am Counters

9:00 am Worship
4:00 pm SLTA

Worship

15

14

9:00 am

1:30 pm Counters

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS
ENDS
9:00 am Worship
10:30 am Sunday School
4:00 pm SLTA

8:00 am

30

8:00 am

23

Tai Chi

Tai Chi

8:00 am Tai Chi

16

8:00 am Tai Chi
10:00 am
Women’s Bible Study

9

8:00 am Tai Chi

9:00 am Counters

8

2

Tuesday

1

Monday

7

Sunday

24

17

10

3

Wednesday

25

Tai Chi

26

19

12

5

Friday

OFFICE AND CAMPUS CLOSED

8:00 am

18

8:00 am Tai Chi

11

8:00 am Tai Chi

4

Thursday

NOVEMBER 2021

9:00 am Altar Guild

27

9:00 am Altar Guild

20

9:00 am Altar Guild

13

10:00 am WSL mtg

9:00 am Altar Guild
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EL CAJON,CA

Webpage: www.st-lukes-la-mesa.org

PERMIT NO 262
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Dated Material
NOVEMBER 2021

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL


Worship Service: Sundays, 9:00 am in the Sanctuary.



Holiday Giving collections November 7, 14 & 21.



WSL—Adopt-A-Family drive, donations due by November 28.



The office will be closed November 25th & 26th for the Thanksgiving Holiday.

St. Luke’s Mission Statement:
We are called as a community of Christians saved by grace
—through faith alone in Jesus Christ—
to spread the Holy Gospel in word, sacrament, and action
soli deo gloria.

