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Christian Morality?
by Pastor Gleason Snashall
Something needs saying about the first use of the law
-that is, the civil use. Many people have also neglected this aspect of Luther's insight into Scripture.
This civil use of the law is, of course, more at home
in city hall than in the pulpit, but it is surprising how
easy it is to miss the opportunity to talk about texts
that tell the truth about the human need for order
and the restraint of evil in this life-order that
matches the beauty of creation and the intent of the
Creator (revealed only to the eyes of faith) and restraint that shows how, even in a flawed and fallen
world, God still loves the creation.
Although this is not the law's chief function, nevertheless there are remarkable passages in Scripture
that show how people ought to behave in this life toward their neighbors. To be sure, Luther did not
think that Scripture was the only place to find good
moral teaching. Indeed, over the centuries Christians
have used all kinds of extrabiblical sources: Aristotle,
Plato, Cicero, Buddha, John Stuart Mill, Will Rogersyou name it, Christians may use it. The reason for
Luther's openness goes back to the notion that God
has two hands. With the right hand, God uses law
(second use) and gospel to make believers. With the
left hand, however, God rules in this world quite
apart from the gospel: keeping order and restraining
evil. Because of sin, this rule is often distorted and
imperfect. Nevertheless, God has written basic standards of moral behavior on everyone's hearts, so that
we do not first have to make the world Christian before we can establish justice and peace. In fact, one
of the fastest routes to injustice and conflict is to insist on Christian supremacy in such matters and thus
confuse God's two hands.
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Christians do have one advantage over nonChristians when it comes to works in the world,
but it arises exactly where it should: not in the
doing of good things but in faith itself. Perhaps
Philip Melanchthon's most successful foray into
this issue came in his 1528 commentary on Colossians. In a fifty-page excursus on God's twohanded righteousness (civil righteousness for this
world; Christ's righteousness in forgiveness for
the breaking in of the new world), he asked the
question of what advantage Christians had in this
world. Answer? Christians trust that the things
they do on earth are God's callings. Melanchthon
realized, for example, that there was a divine calling not simply to be a ruler but also to be a subject. A year later Martin Luther reflected similarly
in the Large Catechism that God established not
only the offices of parent, householder, employer,
teacher, pastor, and magistrate but also the offices of child, servant, employee, student, congregant, and citizen.
When we boast of a biblical or Christian morality,
we are often looking for some special ethic that
applies only to Christians, what both Luther and
Melanchthon, borrowing a line from Colossians
2:23, labeled "self-chosen spirituality." In their
day, it was monasticism, which was touted as
providing a second baptism and a way to perform
meritorious super works. Today, it may be the
"purpose-driven life," retreats in rural Washington State, special trips to third-world countries,
or certain stands on abortion, firearms, capital
punishment, and all the rest. Or perhaps it is just
a matter of no drinking, no smoking, and no
dancing. Against this, the Reformers insisted that
in the Bible daily life is the Christian life. This is
the life of changing diapers, hauling manure, and
paying taxes. It is rarely talked about in the New
Testament simply because it is assumed.
Yet Luther's creative, insightful way of reading
Scripture revealed all kinds of small hints of this
daily life. Romans 13:1-7 (NRSV) actually commends paying "taxes to whom taxes are due," and
Romans 13:8-10 insists that we love our neighbor
as ourselves. Ephesians 4:28 suggests that the
thief stop stealing and get a decent job.

But Luther saw this notion in other places too.
The shepherds, instead of making a pilgrimage
or building a monastery, simply returned to their
flocks, Luke says (2:20). For Luther and his
hearers, this was a revelation. Believers could
tend sheep; they did not need to join a monastery or go on a pilgrimage. One of his most lyrical expositions of this down-to-earth faith that
daily life is the Christian life came from the
Large Catechism in comments on the fourth
commandment.
"If this could be impressed on the poor people, a
servant girl would dance for joy and praise and
thank God; and with her careful work, for which
she receives sustenance and wages, she would
obtain a treasure such as those who are regarded
as the greatest saints do not have. Is it not a tremendous honor to know this and to say, "If you
do your daily household chores, that is better
than the holiness and austere life of all the
monks"? Moreover, you have the promise
[included in this commandment] that whatever
you do will prosper and fare well. How could you
be more blessed or lead a holier life, as far as
works are concerned? In God's sight it is actually
faith that makes a person holy; it alone serves
God, while our works serve people. Here you
have every blessing, protection, and shelter under the Lord, and, what is more, a joyful conscience and a gracious God who will reward you
a hundredfold. You are a true nobleman if you
are simply upright and obedient" (LC, Ten Commandments, 145-148, Kolb/Wengert BoC, 406-7).

Many Thanks - Pastor Appreciation
During the announcements at the worship service on 09 October, congregational President,
Judi Cole, presented Pastor Mark and Pastor
Gleason with expressions of the church’s appreciation of their service to St. Luke’s. Always embarrassed in such situations, Pastor Mark was
given a gift card and a new electric kettle for the
pastor’s office, not that the existing one (whose
lid does not open and which only heats in certain positions on the base) needed replacing!
Both Gleason and I are very grateful for the congregation’s expressions of appreciation. As pas-
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tors, we are very fortunate indeed to serve the
people of St. Luke’s.

Many Thanks Reformation Celebration
We wish to thank, in alphabetical order, Pastors
Steve Duescher, Travis Ferguson, James Huenink, and Paul Willweber for their presentations
and panel participation at the Reformation Celebration 2022. We also thank Richard Deal for
leading us in song in-between the individual
presentations. We thank Terry East for providing Reformation activities for the children. Finally, we thank Judi Cole and the whole host of
hospitality helpers who provided the culinary
specialties. It is a blessing to gather together as
fellow Lutherans from neighboring congregations to celebrate the freedom of the gospel.
Pastor Mark

God calls us to Holiness,
NOT Happiness!
How often have you heard someone say,
“We’re supposed to be happy, but I’m always
so depressed!” or “Where’s the fun in life?” or
something similar? They are always searching
for Happiness, usually in all the wrong places.
But God called us to love HIM first and foremost (“Thou shall have no other gods before
me!”). Reading the New Testament, we learn
that we are to walk with Jesus daily and call on
HIM in time of triumph and need. In this way
we can be an example to our family and
friends. “For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance for us
to do.” Ephesians 2:10.NIV. Some people seem
to make work out of everything, and then
there are those who make everything work!
How do they do it? Attitude! Are we able to
have an Attitude with God? Yes, We Are! Because God has an attitude with US! When we
chat with God daily – God will find the answers
that we cannot. It seems that the recipe for
Happiness is not a secret: “Delight yourself
in the Lord, and He shall give you the desires
of your heart.” Psalm 37:4. Reading our Bible
will reveal the answers. Let’s pray on it!
Ephesians 2:10.NIV. Here at St. Luke’s, we have
so many marvelous examples of God’s compassion. I am grateful daily for the mentors that
God has put in my path. Like Jethro who was
there to mentor Moses (read Exodus 18), even
though Moses was already a leader. Everyone
needs guidance at all times in their lives.
Karen Skullerud
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Coffee Hour Hosts
November 6: Doris & Gleason Snashall
November 13: John Wilkinson
November 20: Angie & George Hauk
November 27: Janet Menacher

St. Luke’s is helping with the Adopt-a-Family through Crisis House in El Cajon again this
year. WSL is collecting Wal Mart and Target gift cards in the amounts of $25 to go towards
each person in the family receiving $100 towards their Christmas gift. We are asking each
SLLC contributor to donate to this cause in cash or check – or in Wal Mart/Target cards in
increments of $25. If you prefer to give cash or checks, WSL will purchase the gift cards. If desired, you may mail your donation to WSL at the church office. Please indicate on your donation that the monies should go to the Adopt-a-Family. Crisis House asks that we deliver our
gift cards by December 1 so families can do their own shopping for Christmas.
LET’S GIVE A FAMILY A MERRY CHRISTMAS!!!

Don’t forget to turn your clocks back
on Sunday November 6th!
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Make a difference this holiday season.
Donate for Holiday Gift Card “Baskets”
for those in need this Holiday Season.
Each November, money is collected to buy gifts cards for those families in
need for groceries to use during the holidays

.
Envelopes available November 6, 13 & 20 in the bulletin & on the usher’s desk
Make checks payable to St Luke’s and note “Holiday Giving” in the memo.

Upcoming Events—Mark Your Calendars!
November 6, 13 & 20—Holiday Gift Card Basket collection, envelopes available,
checks payable to St. Luke’s—note “Holiday Giving” on memo line.
Adopt-A-Family—gift card/monetary donations collected through November 28th,
please note “Adopt-A-Family” the memo line.
Bible Study—Book of James will have additional meetings:
- November 5—Library
- November 12—Lower Level
- November 19—Lower Level
November 28-December 9—Lower Level is unavailable Monday – Friday 8am-5pm
Please see the office for more information.
December 2nd—Christmas Tree decorating party—6:00 pm.
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NOVEMBER WORSHIP TEXT
22nd Sunday after Pentecost
November 6
First Lesson — Exodus 3: 1-15
Psalm 148
Second Lesson—2 Thessalonians 2: 1-8, 13-17
Gospel — Luke 20: 27-40

Kathleen Yerger
11/02

23rd Sunday after Pentecost
November 13
First Lesson — Malachi 4: 1-6
Psalm 98
Second Lesson — 2 Thessalonians 3: 6-13
Gospel — Luke 21: 5-28

George Hauk
11/03
Jonathan Janos
11/22
JoAnn Hendrickson

Last Sunday of the Church Year
November 20
First Lesson — Malachi 3: 13-18
Psalm 46
Second Lesson — Colossians 1: 13-20
Gospel Lesson — Luke 23: 27-43
First Sunday in Advent
November 27
First Lesson — Isaiah 2: 1-5
Psalm 122
Second Lesson — Romans 13 8-14
Gospel — Matthew 21: 1-11

11/27

Jack & JoAnn Hendrickson
11/08
Gleason & Doris Snashall
11/19
Did we miss your special event?
Please let the office know your birthday or
anniversary so we may honor you and yours
next year!
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November Prayer Calendar
“The Word to Live By”
1

Psalm 105: 1-7

Seek the Lord

2

Philippians 2: 1-5

3

1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24

4

Philippians 4: 4-9

Anxious for nothing

5

Hebrews 4: 14-16

Hold firmly to the Faith

6

Psalm 37: 1-9

7

Ephesians 4: 20-24

Put on the new

8

Titus 2: 11-14

Live godly lives

9

Psalm 95: 1-7

Thank God for His care

10

Psalm 133: 1-3

Live in unity

11

Mark 13: 32-37

Be on guard

12

Galatians 6: 7-10

13

Colossians 3: 12-16

14

Psalm 89: 1-8

15

Psalm 119: 9-16

16

Hebrews 12: 7-13

17

Ephesians 6: 10-17

18

1 Peter 5: 8-11

19

Colossians 4: 4-6

20

2 Thessalonians 2: 13-17

21

1 John 1: 5-7

Walk in the Light

22

James 1: 22-25

Doers of the Word

23

2 Peter 3: 14-18

Grow in Grace

24

Ephesians 3: 14-21

Be strengthened

25

Matthew 7: 24-27

BE wise

26

Galatians 5: 22-26

In step with the Spirit

27

2 Peter 1: 3-11

28

Jude 20-25

29

Psalm 103: 1-5

30

John 15: 1-8

One in Purpose and Spirit
Kept blameless

Commit yourself to the Lord

Please the Spirit
Bear with each other
Praise God who is Faithful
Hide the Word in our hearts
Endure hardship
Put on armor of God
Be alert
Devoted to Prayer
Stand firm

Add to your faith
Build yourselves up
Forget not His Benefits
Abide in Christ
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NOVEMBER WORSHIP TEAMS
Reader
Altar Guild
6th

Communion Assistant — Wine
Prayers of the People
Usher Team

George Hauk

Communion Assistant — Wine

G. Bruflat & Jet Bruflat
Terry East
Gleason Snashall

Projectionist

Shirley Carrington

Greeter
Usher Team

JoAnn Hendrickson
Randy Engel

Communion Assistant — Wine

Gleason Snashall

Prayers of the People

Ted Olsen

Projectionist
Greeter

Judi Cole
Terry East

Usher Team
Acolytes
27th

Pastor Mark Menacher
Gail Knippelmeyer

Prayers of the People

20th

Ted Olsen

Projectionist
Acolytes
13th

Randy Engel—11/13 & 11/27
Laurie Floren 11/06 & 11/20
Terry East

Advent Readers
Communion Assistant — Wine
Prayers of the People

George Hauk
G. Bruflat & Jet Bruflat
Doris & Gleason Snashall
Terry East
Jillian Barnard

Projectionist

TBD

Usher Team

Randy Engel
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Worship

8:00 am

29
Tai Chi

8:00 am Tai Chi
9:30am Project Day

22

8:00 am Tai Chi

15

8:00 am Tai Chi
9:30am Project Day

8

8:00 am Tai Chi

1

Tuesday

30

23

16

9

2

Wednesday

Lower Level unavailable this week

1:30 pm Counters

1st Sunday in Advent

9:00 am

28

27

9:00 am Counters

1:30 pm Counters

9:00 am Worship
4:00 pm SLTA

Worship

14

13

9:00 am

9:00am Counters

Monday

ENDS
9:00 am Worship
10:30 am Sunday School
4:00 pm SLTA
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Sunday

Thursday

24

Tai Chi

25

18

11

4

Friday

OFFICE AND CAMPUS CLOSED

8:00 am

17

8:00 am Tai Chi

10

8:00 am Tai Chi
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NOVEMBER 2022

9:00 am Altar Guild

26

9:00 am Altar Guild
10:00am Bible Study
(in Lower Level)

19

9:00 am Altar Guild
10:00am Bible Study
(in Lower Level)

12

10:00 am Bible Study
(in Library)
11:15 am WSL mtg

9:00 am Altar Guild
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL


Worship Service: Sundays, 9:00 am in the Sanctuary.



Holiday Giving collections November 6, 13 & 20.



WSL—Adopt-A-Family drive, donations due by November 28.



The office will be closed November 24th & 25th for the Thanksgiving Holiday.

St. Luke’s Mission Statement:
We are called as a community of Christians saved by grace
—through faith alone in Jesus Christ—
to spread the Holy Gospel in word, sacrament, and action
soli deo gloria.

