Parish Rebuilder
ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH - 5150 WILSON ST. LA MESA, CA 91942
619-463-6633 www.st-lukes-la-mesa.org

Christmas and Coronavirus

December 2020
Monthly Newsletter

Spacing and Stress

Volume 20 Issue 12
We invite you to join
St. Luke's Lutheran Church
Please contact Amy in the office to
discuss membership or to arrange an
appointment with the pastor:
619-463-6633 or office-sllc@att.net

Table of Contents
Pastor Mark

page 1

WSL

page 4

Parish Potpourri

page 4

Special Dates/Worship Text

page 7

Prayer Calendar

page 8

Worship Teams

page 9

Monthly Calendar

page 10

German Carol Service
December 20th at 7:00pm

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
December 24th
6:00pm & 8:00pm

Well, the Advent and Christmas seasons have arrived,
and this year promises to be a little different from previous years. The whole world seems to be caught between Christmas and the Coronavirus. Will the governmental grinches allow Christmas? Who in the
Whoville knows? If Christmas is allowed, will the
Whos in Whoville be allowed to be loud and to gather
or to feast or to sing? What about the Whos who will
not be allowed to travel to Whoville? Will those Whos
at least get to be on First, or is such a hope simply offbase? How would the good Dr. Seuss diagnose the
situation, a situation characterized by confusing, constantly changing rules, regulations, recommendations,
political recriminations, and cannabis recreations?
Speaking of which, why is the media abuzz about the
high time which the Governor of California had at dinner in a French Laundromat with indoor-outdoor carpeting?
In times like these, people need to turn to their Bibles.
The Bible tells the story of Joseph, not that Joseph but
the other one. Joseph was a nice Jewish boy who was
engaged to a young Jewish girl who claimed to have
seen angels and got herself mysteriously pregnant by
the “Holy Spirit.” Quite understandably, Joseph
thought it best to get out of that relationship before
things got really cuckoo. Sadly, poor Joseph himself
started hearing voices and seeing angels. Then, on
what seemed like a bad trip from Nazareth to Bethlehem, in the St. Nick of time Joseph came to his census,
and that is what really counts. Suffering from hallucinations meant that both Joseph and his princess bride
would not be accepted by the inn crowd. So, they
were forcibly “social distanced” in an animal shelter
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where the baby Jesus was born into stable family
environment.
In “normal” times, Christmas is stressful enough.
One needs to write Santa, buy and wrap presents, procure and prepare the food; all done in
the pursuit of gathering with loved ones whom
we often do not like. Somewhere along the line
we might go to church, if we have time and if we
have not had too much to drink.
This year, however, things will be different, but
no one really knows how different. Will “social
distancing” prevent Santa from delivering his
wares? Will the reindeer herd be culled if they
become infected? If so, will Amazon jump in the
breach and wrap and deliver the presents for
Santa? Following the hoarded paper products
out the door, will the shops be pilfered of poultry, potatoes, and pumpkin pie? If so, will we at
least be spared having to mingle with our less
than liked loved ones? Thank God that the liquor stores and “dispensaries” will be open (and
that most churches will be closed). It gets so annoying when the Spirit of the latter interrupts
the spirits of the former.
Nothing, however, seems to interrupt the omnipresence of coronavirus, nor its deleterious effects on our lives. When we are not being divided and conquered, we are being watched,
counted, regulated, and controlled. For the well
-being of all, we are told not to gather with subversive groups, like friends and family, whom we
cannot not trust and thus must fear. If we do
not comply, then we just might die. So, shamed
or bullied we comply.
Social distancing is now our Saviour, and the
ubiquitous, controversial face mask has become
the hallmark of loyalty and compliance to the
Saviour’s science. Once innocuous, face masks
have now become ominously omnipresent,
something akin to the “mark of the beast” in the
Book of Revelation. This beast “forced all people, great and small, rich and poor, free and
slave, to receive a mark on their right hands or
on their foreheads, so that they could not buy or
sell unless they had the mark, ...” (Rev. 13:16-17).

Who can buy or sell without a mask? Who can
do just about anything anywhere without a
mask? Such enforced facelessness is not social
distancing but socially dehumanizing. It isolates, alienates, ostracizes, and abandons, not
just physically but also psychologically, emotionally, and spiritually. As a result, some of our
most vulnerable members of society have been
left to wither and die at our new Saviour’s behest.
The above is the narrative dictated by those who
live their lives in service to the fear of disease,
doom, and death. The following is the narrative
of the God who gave his son’s life in service to
those who live in fear of disease, doom, and
death.
8 And in the same region there were shepherds
out in the field, keeping watch over their flock
by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were filled with great fear. 10
And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will
be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this
day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ
the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you
will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and
lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace among those with
whom he is pleased!” 15 When the angels went
away from them into heaven, the shepherds said
to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has happened, which the
Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the
baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it,
they made known the saying that had been told
them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard
it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19
But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen, as it had been told them
(Luke 2:1-20).
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Those are two diametrically opposed services.
On Thursday, 24 December, St. Luke’s has
scheduled two very similar services, one at 6:00
pm and the other at 8:00 pm. Hopefully there,
the people will also hear God’s angel again say,
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of
great joy that will be for all the people.”

HEIFER International

Christmas Services

Many members of St. Luke’s in past years
have given HEIFER Christmas gifts to friends
and family. Now is your chance to give
again. HEIFER’s mission is to
end hunger and care for the earth!! This non
-profit organization has won so many
awards!! and continues to be an inspiration.

St. Luke's has scheduled its German Christmas
Carol service for Sunday, 20 December, at 7:00
pm. Unfortunately, this year there will be no
refreshments after the service. As indicated
above, St. Luke's has also scheduled Christmas
Eve services for 6:00 pm and 8:00 pm on Thursday, 24 December.

Joyous Confirmation
On Sunday, 29 November, after two years of
study interrupted by the various coronavirus
restrictions, Tavis Brown, Gabby Bruflat, Jet
Bruflat, and Stephan Raschtschenia were confirmed in a joyous ceremony at St. Luke's. We
are blessed to have these very talented young
adults in our midst, and we look forward to
their continued service to the gospel of Jesus
Christ as they continue mature in the faith.
Pastor Mark

HEIFER shopping is a terrific way to begin
the Advent Season.
HAPPY HOLIDAYS WITH HEIFERS!
$500 or $10 per share
GOATS ARE A GLORIOUS GIFT!
$ 120 or $10 per share
CHRISTMAS CHEER OF CHICKS
$20 per flock
LOVE LLAMAS AND ALPACAS
$150 or $20 per share
SWEETEN CHRISTMAS WITH BEES
$30 per hive
WARM UP WITH A WATER BUFFALO
$250 or $25 per share
THREE SCHOOLS OF FISH
$300 or $30 per share
BIOGAS STOVES FOR A VILLAGE:
$1000 or $50 per stove
SEND A GIRL TO SCHOOL
$275
SHARE OF A MILK MENAGERIE
$1000 or $100 per share
HEIFER catalogs are available in the office
and narthex or visit them online at
www.heifer.org

4

Women of St. Luke’s

Parish Potpourri

Thanksgiving is over and the Christmas season has begun. How different are the holidays
this year. We can do with fewer celebrations,
but we will not allow our state to dampen our
desire to worship together.
The WSL committee met on Saturday, November 7th. We made plans for our “adopt a
family” project. We appreciate your generosity in supporting this program. One family
will have a good Christmas because of St.
Luke’s.
We have new officers for 2021; Karen
Skullerud, chairwoman; Shirley Carrington,
secretary; Nancy Kearns, treasurer. Please
support your 2021 officers.
We are not sure how 2021 will look. Circles
and craft fairs, our regular sources of income
have been suspended. Our attempts to get
new people in our doors are thwarted when
our doors have been closed by the state. One
day at a time: one prayer at a time.
I appreciate the support and cooperation that
“all you’ll” (grammatically correct plural when
you live in the South) have given me this last
4 years. The “old guard” was there to hold my
hand and guide me in the right direction.
Thank you. There is no doubt that Karen will
be a strong and enthusiastic leader.
Nancy Kearns
WSL chairwoman

Answers for November Scramble:
Pentecost, Epiphany, Nativity, Advent,
Corpus Christi, Tridiuum, Easter, Trinity,
Ordinary Time, Christ The King, Lent,
All Saint’s Day, Feast of All Souls,
Assumption of Mary

Many, many thanks to all who helped fill the red
wagon with rice, beans, etc. in answer to
Lutheran Border Concerns request.
Your donations are very much appreciated!!
We hope you all continue to give items, as the
latest need is for school supplies: pencils, pens,
folders, notebooks, rulers, erasers, glue sticks,
scissors, and backpacks. The red wagon will stay
in the narthex for this collection.

13 years of Panera Pick-up!
St. Luke’s begins its 13th year of picking up the
leftover pastries and breads in January 2021! Over
the years the crew has changed but all have been
dedicated to their monthly Thursday night pick
up and delivery to TACO in time for the Friday
meal they provide. This year we have two new
members helping: Gail Knippelmeyer and Ted
Olsen. They join members Tom & Shelia Stubbs,
and George Hauk plus Dave Buller. We are so
proud to continue this as an a ministry of St.
Luke’s.
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St. Luke's 75th Anniversary
AD 2020
We are nearing the end of a rather unusual
year. Overshadowed by the arrival of the coronavirus, officially SARS-CoV-2, which gives rise
to COVID-19, it has gone largely overlooked,
that the Year of our Lord (AD = Anno Domini)
2020 is the Seventy-fifth Anniversary of St.
Luke's Lutheran Church. Even if more of the
congregation had been aware of this particularly important anniversary, it is highly unlikely
that as a church, St. Luke's could have gathered
to celebrate the occasion due to the many coronavirus restrictions. Simply trying to hold Sunday worship services on a regular basis has been
challenging enough. Seventy-five years has
seen many changes at St. Luke's. Here are some
highlights.
On December 10, 1944, the first meeting of interested families was held to discuss the formation of a Lutheran Church in La Mesa. On February 25, 1945, Erwin G. Walz, St. Luke's first
Pastor, arrived from Wartburg Seminary. On
March 25, 1945, St. Luke's officially organized as
a congregation. On May 5, 1946, lots were purchased on Wilson Street, and on September 23
1947, construction began on a new church
building, which was dedicated on April 25, 1948.
On April 10, 1950, Candidate G. H. Hoffman
called, and he was installed as pastor on July 2,
1950, by District President Koosmann. February
28, 1954 saw the dedication of its new educational unit. On November 25, 1956, St. Luke's
broke ground for a new church sanctuary which
was dedicated on July 7, 1957. On September 12,
1960, St. Luke's began its Christian Day School,
which sadly closed after many yeas of service on
January 31, 2003. September 16, 1968, saw the
beginning of St. Luke's Preschool. On November 1, 1981, the new Reuter Pipe Organ was dedicated. On February 27, 1983, the church held a
mortgage burning ceremony.

On April 10, 1988, the church broke ground for
the construction of its Family Center and
Pre-school Classrooms, which were dedicated on
October 22, 1989. On October 27, 2007, St.
Luke's celebrated the Fiftieth Anniversary of it
"New" Sanctuary. October 25, 2009, the church
voted to join the Fellowship of Evangelical
Lutheran Churches (FELC), and on December 13,
2009, St. Luke's Lutheran Church completed the
process to terminate its membership in the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA). In December, 2013, St. Luke's inaugurated its completely renovated Lower Level,
featuring state of the art Christian education
classrooms and a very inviting fellowship hall.
On January 27, 2019, St. Luke's Lutheran voted to
affiliate with the English District of the Lutheran
Church - Missouri Synod, and on June 7, 2020, it
voted to withdraw from the same.
Throughout the decades, St. Luke's has been
served by many pastors, associate pastors, and
interim pastors. Many "sons of the congregation" have entered the pastoral ministry to serve
Lutheran and non-Lutheran churches. Many,
many faithful generations of membership and
their leadership have dedicated countless hours
of their lives and amounts of their resources to
the service of the gospel of Jesus Christ through
St. Luke's.
As AD 2020 draws to a close, we give thanks to
God his continued blessings to St. Luke's, for
guiding its service in times of prosperity and
adversity, and for blessing La Mesa and surrounding communities through St. Luke's longstanding service expressed in so many creative
ways. Although the congregation could not
gather this year to celebrate such an important
anniversary, it has faithfully gathered in one way
or another throughout 2020 celebrating the
Lord's day in song and praise, in prayer and
proclamation. May our Lord and Saviour, Jesus
Christ, continue to bless and guide the service of
this church for decades to come, keeping it
faithful to the pure proclamation of his gospel.
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Honor a loved one or cherished person with
a Christmas Poinsettia

Poinsettia Orders are being taken through December 20th
$9.00 per plant
Make checks payable to St. Luke’s and indicate “poinsettia” on the memo line.
Poinsettias can be taken home after Christmas Eve worship services.

Interested in assisting during the worship service?
We are always looking for assistants to help with
communion, reading the lessons & prayers
and running the projector.
If you would like to volunteer, please email the office to be
added to the list.
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WORSHIP TEXT

Happy Birthday
Debbie Parks
Raymond Yerger
Liz Dunnigan
Joe Makowski
Ellis Petersen
Mario Salas

December 6 — Second Sunday of Advent
First Lesson — Isaiah 40: 1-11
Psalm 85
Second Lesson — 2 Peter 3: 8-14
Gospel Lesson — Mark 1: 1-8
December 13 — Third Sunday of Advent
First Lesson — Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11
Psalm 126
Second Lesson — 1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24
Gospel Lesson — John 1: 6-8, 19-28
December 20—Fourth Sunday in Advent

Happy Anniversary
Robin & Roy Wheeler
Jillian & Bob Barnard
Judi & Dan Cole

First Lesson — 2 Samuel 7: 1-11, 16
Psalm 89: 1-5, 19-29
Second Lesson — Romans 16: 25-27
Gospel Lesson — Luke 1: 26-38
December 24 — The Nativity of Our Lord
First Lesson — Isaiah 7: 10-14
Psalm 110: 1-4
Second Lesson — 1 John 4: 7-16
Gospel Lesson — Matthew 1: 18-25
December 25 — Christmas Day
First Lesson — Isaiah 52: 7-10
Psalm 2
Second Lesson — Hebrews 1: 1-12
Gospel — John 1: 1-18

Thank you to all who contributed
towards the Holiday Giving
Thanksgiving “baskets”.
This season we were able to provide
gift cards for 6 families.

December 27—First Sunday after Christmas
First Lesson — Isaiah 61: 10-62: 3
Psalm 111
Second Lesson — Galatians 4: 4-7
Gospel — Luke 2: 22-40
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DECEMBER PRAYER CALENDAR

“Our Giving God”
1

Isaiah 9: 6-7

2
3

John 1: 9-13
Matthew 6: 25-33

4

Psalm 103: 1-5

From your rich and endless store:

5

Psalm 37: 1-6

Nature's wonder, Jesus' wisdom,

6

James 1: 17-18

Costly cross, grave's shattered door,

7

Isaiah 40: 28-31

Gifted by you, we turn to you,

8

Psalm 145: 13-21

Off'ring up ourselves in praise;

9

Ephesians 4: 7-116

Thankful song shall rise forever,

10

Matthews 1: 18-23

Gracious donor of our days.

11
12

2 Peter 1: 3-8
John 1: 9-13

13

Romans 6: 7-14

14

John 4: 7-14

15

18

Matthew 7: 7-11
Acts 11: 15-18
John 10: 27-30
1 Peter 1: 3-7

19

John 14: 15-18

20

John 14: 25-27

21

1 Corinthians 1: 26-31

Hymn#408

22

Ephesians 2: 4-10

Verses 1 & 3

23

1 Corinthians 11: 23-26

24

Galatians 2: 20-21

25

Philippians 4: 16-20

26

John 16: 12-15

27
28
29

1 Peter 4: 10-11
Romans 5: 12-15
James 1: 5-7

30

John 17: 6-9, 20-23

31

Revelation 1: 4-8

16
17

God, whose giving knows no ending,

Treasure, too, you have entrusted,
Gain through pow'rs your grace conferred;
Ours to use for home and kindred,
And to spread the gospel word.
Open wide our hands in sharing,
As we heed Christ's ageless call,
Healing, teaching, and reclaiming,
Serving you by loving all.

Lutheran Book of Worship
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DECEMBER WORSHIP TEAMS
Reader
Altar Guild
6th

13th

Communion Assistant — Wine

Thelma Pace

Usher Team

George Hauk

Communion Assistant — Wine
Projectionist
Greeter
Usher Team
Communion Assistant — Wine
Prayers of the People
Projectionist
Usher Team
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

24th

Ted Olsen

Prayers of the People

Prayers of the People

20th

Jillian Barnard
T. East

Communion Assistant — Wine
Prayers of the People

Liz Dunnigan
Randy Engel
Tania Salas
JoAnn Hendrickson
Randy Engel
Ted Olsen
Randy Engel
Tania Salas
George Hauk
6:00pm
Judi Cole
Ted Olsen

Projectionist

Tania Salas

Usher Team

George Hauk

Reader

Jillian Barnard

Acolytes
8:00 pm
Communion Assistant — Wine

Thelma Pace

Prayers of the People

Pastor Mark

Projectionist
Reader
Usher Team

Gail Knippelmeyer
Pastor Menacher
George Hauk

Acolytes
27th

Communion Assistant — Wine
Prayers of the People

Thelma Pace
Jennifer Killion

Projectionist

Tania Salas

Usher Team

Jillian Barnard
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13

9:00 am

27

Worship

7:00 pm
German Service

9:00am Worship

20

Counters

28

9:00 am Counters

21

Counters

9:00am Counters

9:00am Worship

9:00 m Worship

7

Monday

6

Sunday

Tai Chi

29

22

8:00 am Tai Chi

15

8:00 am

8

8:00 am Tai Chi
10:00am WSL meeting

1

Tuesday

30

23

16

9

2

Wednesday

office open 1/2 day

31

6 & 8pm
Christmas Eve
candlelight
services

24

8:00 am Tai Chi

17

8:00 am Tai Chi

10

8:00 am Tai Chi

3

Thursday

DECEMBER 2020

Office/campus
closed

January 1, 2021

Office/campus closed

25

18

11

4

Friday

9-10 am Altar Guild

26

9-10 am Altar Guild

19

9-10 am Altar Guild

12

9-10 am Altar Guild

5
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Dated Material
December 2020

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL


Worship Service: Sundays at 9:00 am.



German Carol Service — December 22nd at 7:00 pm.



Christmas Eve Candlelight Services — December 24th at 6:00pm & 8:00pm



Office Closed — December 25 — Merry Christmas.



Office open 8:30am-12:30pm December 31, closed January 1, 2021.

St. Luke’s Mission Statement:
We are called as a community of Christians saved by grace
—through faith alone in Jesus Christ—
to spread the Holy Gospel in word, sacrament, and action
soli deo gloria.

