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We invite you to attend
St. Luke's Lutheran Church

Please contact Lupita in the office to discuss
a visit or to arrange an appointment with
Pastor Mark:

619-463-6633 or office-sllc@att.net
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How God’s Views You and

Your Vocation

Through God’s gospel word of promise, God creates
faith in each believer which mends our sinful
relationship with God. Lutherans call this
justification by faith alone. According to Luther, in
baptism such believers are ordained priest, bishop,
and pope (WA 6: 408, 11-13). Once a priest, believers
are called at various times in various ways to
exercise their bestowed priesthood in both the
church and in the world. In other words, God calls
(vocare in Latin) believers to serve him and his
people in both the spiritual and secular realms.

In his Lectures on Genesis, Luther writes:

“1. Then Jacob went on his journey, and came to the
land of the people of the east. 2. As he looked, he
saw a well in the field, and lo, three flocks of sheep
lying beside it; for out of that well the flocks were
watered. The stone on the well’s mouth was large,
3. and when all the flocks were gathered there, the
shepherds would roll the stone from the mouth of
the well, and water the sheep, and put the stone
back in its place upon the mouth of the

well” (Genesis 29:1-3).

“But we teach that first of all the person must be
looked at, whether [the person’s vocation] is just
and godly, which takes place through the Word he
believes. Then, however, [the person’s vocation]
carries out its ministry in the church [of the
priesthood of all believers]: teaches, exhorts, prays,
learns and hears the Word, bears the cross for the



sake of the Word, and is mortified in the flesh.
That person is saintly, alive, and well-pleasing to
God. [The person’s vocation] proceeds to other
external offices after it has heard the Word,
believed, prayed, and discharged its duty in the
church. Thus after David has done this, he
proceeds to the administration of the kingdom,
hears lawsuits, wages war, draws up his army,
attacks the enemy, kills, and sheds enemy blood.
Properly speaking, these are not duties of the
church; they are political. Accordingly, if anyone
says: ‘Then David is not saintly, for he is a soldier
and bears the sword,” that person judges, too
grossly, as the papists do. For who is that man
David who sheds blood and wages war? He is a
person who has been justified in the church by
the Word and faith. But later he has the political
administration entrusted to him. Therefore he
judges, condemns, justifies, administers the
state, punishes the guilty, and wages wars.
Nevertheless, he remains a man of faith and a
good tree. But that spilling of blood is pleasing
to God, although the world, the monks, and all
other hypocrites are violently offended, because
they look only at the external mask of the works.
They do not see the Word, faith, the spirit, and
the impulse of God, who governs the person not
only in sublime duties but also in those that
pertain to the state and the household. For
David was called by God to do this, as is stated,
‘that he should do My whole will,” which also
orders him to humble the Philistines, the
Damascenes, the Amalekites, the Ammonites,
etc.

“e

But what does this mean? the papists say. ‘He
had to pray, sacrifice, and bring offerings in the
temple.’ Right indeed! He also performs the
works of the church in accordance with his place
and rank. In the morning he prays, meditates on
the Word, believes, sings psalms, and carefully
discharges the duties that pertain to the church.
Afterwards he also administers political and
household affairs, procreates children, takes care
of the household, eats, and drinks. Thus David
goes along in a godly and saintly manner

through all three hierarchies: the church, the
state, and the household.

“In the same manner our life, too, must be
arranged, so that we are found in the rank and
station which is pleasing to God according to His
Word. Above all, you should believe in the
Word, confess it, and be prepared to suffer and
die for the Word. Later, whether you are a
magistrate or the head of a household, you
should serve your calling in your place. Such a
life pleases God and is honored by God with
many great rewards and successes...

“Not all men are able to understand this. ... Only
believers understand the worth and importance
of the works of Christians. But faith and the
Word make their works important and give
them the greatest worth. For God Himself and
the Spirit are in the Christian who does the
works. But men, who are like horses and mules
(cf. Ps. 32:9), are powerfully moved by the
outward appearance. Formerly, when [ was a
monk, I, too, was far saintlier than I am now so
far as the external mask is concerned. I prayed
more, kept vigils, practiced abstinence, and
tormented my flesh. In short, my whole life was
altogether showy in the eyes of others, although
not in my own eyes; for [ was intensely crushed
and distressed. But now I eat and dress in the
regular and usual manner. Nothing special or
extraordinary stands out in my life in
comparison with others. At that time, when I
was a monk, I did nothing else than waste my
time and ruin my health. Indeed, I wounded my
conscience with those acts of righteousness, with
the result that even now it can scarcely be
restored. For beyond nature, in which glorying
about works is implanted, I also acquired the
disposition and custom of paying attention to
my works and my worthiness. But I know for
certain that now one reading and one Our
Father avails more and is more acceptable to
God than all those prayers I mumbled for 15
whole years, for I know that I am heard. There is



no need of any vigils or of special fasts and of
abstinence, for God gave me “a messenger of
Satan” (2 Cor. 12:7) together with other
difficulties and the crosses of this world which
plague me more than all those things.

“So far we have treated this subject, that the
very saintly patriarch is described so simply and
meagerly that he does not differ in any respect
from the lowest and most worthless man
among the heathen. But from this the reader
should learn the difference between a Christian
and a heathen and their works. For if he is a
Christian, see whether he honors, hears, and
earnestly loves the Word, or whether he is also
plagued by a cross and troubles. If this is so, he
will come to church, gladly hear the Word, take
delight in it, believe from the heart, pray, give
thanks, and have a good conscience. If you see
this, then conclude with certainty that he is a
saintly man who is pleasing to God. And admire
him as such. And whatever he does later,
whether in the government or in the
management of household affairs, you must say
that it is pleasing to God and that God will
reward it not only in this life but also in the life
to come. Thus it is stated in Revelation (14:13):
“Their deeds follow them,” not only the works
pertaining to the church but also those
pertaining to the state and to domestic matters.
But the works of the godless and the heathen
are not pleasing to God. Therefore they do not
follow them; but they die without glory,
without being remembered, without
admiration. Our works, however, have the glory
and the inspection of God and His angels, and
they follow us into the life to come” (LW 5: 266,
268-269, 270-272).

Many Thanks -

German Carol Service

We wish to thank Judi Cole for organizing and
thank all the other St. Luke’s members and
friends who donated and helped serve
refreshments for the reception following this
year’s German Christmas Carol service. This
year’s service was particularly meaningful due
to the House of Germany’s adult and children’s
choirs’ lovely Christmas nativity musical play
which was nestled in the middle of the usual
order of service composed of carols and
readings. Pastor Mark’s sermon in an obscure
Welsh dialect baffled everyone in attendance.
Thanks again to all refreshment donors and
servers for their generosity.




A Very Special Christmas Service
St. Luke’s Theological

We wish to thank Richard Deal, St. Luke’s choir, Academy Courses
and special musicians Scott Brown (percussion),
Tavis Brown (arrangements), Nick Caldwell
(Flute), Mjae Penaflor (Violin), Clarence
McDuffie IIT (Trumpet) for all their wonderful
efforts and expertise offered to make this year’s
Christmas Eve celebration a truly memorable
event. Although the glory of a finely decorated
church and the abilities of excellent musicians
may not rival the angel choirs praising the newly
born King in Bethlehem, it was probably a close
second. When you have a chance, please thank
Richard, St. Luke’s gifted Director of Music, for
planning and organizing our worship of Christ at
the celebration of his nativity.

St. Luke’s Theological Academy (SLTA) will be
offering several courses beginning mid-January.
Please check the church website or the flyers in
the Sunday church bulletins for more
information on course offerings, days and times
of meeting, and any applicable course
registration fees. While you are memorizing
that information, please invite others to partake
of these excellent opportunities to boost one’s
theological competence and thus confidence.




Dear Women of St. Luke’s,

Wow! Even as I post that greeting, [ am astounded by how quickly we have arrived at a new year!
Seasons seem to fly by faster than ever, yes? And some days seem to move like molasses on a cold day
moving ever so slowly, painfully true sometimes.

Scripture states in Ecclesiastes 3:1, “To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under
the heaven.” As I continue to read that chapter of the Bible, I find myself leaning towards those
seasons of birthing the new, harvesting the fields (v. 2), and healing and building up (v. 3). Ilong for
the laughter and the dancing (v. 4). Irejoice at the gathering and embracing (v. 5). Getting and
keeping draw me (v. 6) as do the sewing and speaking (v. 7) and the time to love and a time of peace
(v.8).

Yet, I read that there also are seasons of death (v. 2) and breaking down (v. 3). There are truly seasons
of weeping and mourning (v. 4); likewise, time to cast away stones and to refrain from embracing
(v.5). It is so difficult to walk through seasons of losing and casting away (v. 6), rending and keeping
silent (v.7). Times of hate and war are agonizing to our hearts (v.8).

[ am reminded that Romans 8:28 proclaims, “And we know that in ALL things God works for the good
of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose” (emphasis mine).

but those who hope in the LORD will renew
their strength. They will soar on wings like

eagles; they will run and not grow weary,
they will walk and not be faint.

Isaiah 40:31




My friends, as we enter this new year of 2026, may we continue to grow in our fellowship together.
May we help and encourage each other day by day through each season we encounter individually and
collectively. “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy set

before Him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of
God” (Hebrews 12:2).

I believe God is calling us to a season of deeper dependence on Him and greater support and service to
one another and to the world around us. I trust His words in Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the plans I

have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future.”

May we join hearts and hands and pursue Him diligently in 2026. May we focus daily on the promise
in Lamentations 3: 22-23, “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; His mercies never come to an
end; they are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness.” I pray that we will walk together day by
day, moment by moment, sharing and listening, praying for one another in each season that comes. I
am so grateful that God bows His head low to hear our prayers (Psalm 116:2a). Amen.

Once again, [ wish each of you a very Happy New Year 2026!

In His service,



JANUARY WORSHIP TEXTS

Second Sunday after Christmas
— January 4, 2026

First Lesson — 1 Kings 3:4-15
Psalm 119:97-104

Second Lesson — Ephesians 1:3-14

Gospel — Luke 2:40-52

The Baptism of Our Lord

— January 11, 2026

First Lesson — Isaiah 42:1-9
Psalm 29

Second Lesson — Romans 6:1-11

Gospel — Matthew 3:13-17

Second Sunday after the Epiphany
— January 18, 2026

First Lesson — Isaiah 49:1-7

Psalm 40:1-11

Second Lesson — 1 Corinthians 1:1-9

Gospel — John 1:29-42a

Third Sunday after the Epiphany
— January 25, 2026

First Lesson — Isaiah 9:1—4

Psalm 27:1-9

Second Lesson — 1 Corinthians 1:10-18

Gospel — Matthew 4:12-25

Happy Birthday
Dianne Foreman 1/4
Renee Stanton 1/4
Cheryl Gray 1/9
Betty Wiedmer 1/14
Charlotte Utley 1/18
Bob Newak 1/19
Martha Barrer 1/25
Angie Hauk 1/26
Carolyn Deal 1/26
Dianne Durrenberger 1/27
George Parcells 1/29
Colleen Olsen 1/29
Lori Ann Linn 1/30

Coffee Hour Hosts for January

January 4th — Pending Host

January nth — Betty Wiedmer’s
Birthday event

January 18th — Pending Host
January 25th — Pending Host



JANUARY PRAYER CALENDAR

“The Father’s Gift to Us”

1 Isaiah 9:6-7

2 Isaiah 11:1-8

3 Isaiah 61:1-3

4 [saiah 40:3-5

5 Matthew 12:18-21
6 Colossians 2:9-12
7 [ Thessalonians 4:16-17
8 John 1:11-17

9 Luke 4:18-21
10 [ Peter 1:2028
n II Peter 1:1-8
12 Titus 3:4-7

13 Galatians 4:4-6
14 I John 1:1-3

15 Philippians 1:6-11
16 II Timothy 1:7-9
17 Romans 8:32-37
18 IT Corinthians 4:6-11
19 Romans6:1-7
20 I John 5:20

21 John 316,17

22 Colossians 2:9-12
23 I John 4:7-12
24 Romans 5:6-11
25 Romans 6:3-11
26 Hebrews 4:17-16
27 John 6:38-51
28 Ephesians 3:14-21
29 John 3:16-17

30 Isaiah 55:10-13
31 Jude 24-25

Let us all together praise our God
Before his glorious throne
Today he open heaven again

To give us his own Son,

To give us his own Son.

Within an earth-born he hides
His all creating light;

To serve us all he humbly cloaks

The splendor of this might,
The splendor of this might
The splendor of this might.

He undertakes a great exchange.
Puts on our human frame
And in return give us his realm,

His glory and his name,
His glory and his name.

He is the key, and he the door
TO blessed Paradise;

The angel bars the way no more.
To God our praises rise,

To God our praised rise.

Hymn # 47
Verses 1, 3, 4 and 6
LBW




WORSHIP TEAMS

Reader(s)
Altar Guild

4th Communion Assistant —bread
Communion Assistants—wine
Greeter

Prayers of the People
Projectionist

Usher Team

Acolytes

Sound Tech

Counter

uth Communion Assistant —bread
Communion Assistants—wine
Greeter

Prayers of the People
Projectionist

Usher Team

Acolytes

Sound Tech

Counter

18th Communion Assistant —bread
Communion Assistants—wine
Greeter

Prayers of the People
Projectionist

Usher Team

Acolytes

Sound Tech

Counter

25th Communion Assistant —bread
Communion Assistants—wine
Greeter

Prayers of the People
Projectionist

Usher Team

Acolytes

Sound Tech

Counter

Dianne Foreman

Terry East

Bob Urich

Jillian Barnard & Jennifer Killion
Randy Engel

Pastor Mark Menacher

Shirley Carrington

Bob & Cheryl Gray

Stasha Raschtschenia & Giuliana Salas
Kendrick Jennings

Jennifer Killion

Ted Olsen

Judi Cole & Terry East

JoAnn Hendrickson

Laurie Floren

Gail Knippelmeyer

Cheri Murrell & Randy Engel
Audrey Utley & Jocelyn Sollenberger
Kendrick Jennings

Judi Cole

Ken Murrell

Laurie Floren & Terry East
Laurie Floren

Jennifer Killion

Shirley Carrington

David & Kim Emerson

Jocelyn Sollenberger
Kendrick Jennings
Jennifer Killion

Judi Cole

Jennifer Killion & Randy Engel

Jillian Barnard

Laurie Floren

Gail Knippelmeyer

Gary & Carol Prior

Stasha Raschtschenia & Charlotte Utley
Kendrick Jennings

Judi Cole
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A WARM WELCOME TO ALL
e Sunday Worship: 9:00 am in the Sanctuary

e Sunday School: 10:30 am in the Lower Level
¢ Wednesday Choir Practice: 5:30 pm in the Fireside Room (Lower Level)

e Wednesday Pericope / Communion Service: 7:00 pm in the Fireside Room
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St. Luke’s Mission Statement:
We are called as a community of Christians saved by grace
—through faith alone in Jesus Christ—
to spread the Holy Gospel in word, sacrament, and action

soli deo gloria.



