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The Large Catechism
We continue our introduction to the Book of Concord (BoC or The Confessions of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church) with a brief look at Luther’s
Large (or German) Catechism (LC). Note what
Luther says in the Preface to the Large Catechism,
“I must still read and study the Catechism daily,
yet I cannot master it as I wish, but must remain
a child and pupil of the Catechism, and I do it
gladly” (BoC, 359).
In 1527, the Elector of Saxony (an elector is
a prince with power to elect an emperor) directed
Luther and others to arrange for a visitation of
the churches of Saxony. The poor level of theological training and knowledge which Luther and
others found among the pastors was appalling.
To address this situation, Luther began writing
the “German” Catechism, i.e. a catechism in the
spoken language. The use of German was necessary because many of the parish priests knew only
enough Latin to say the mass. In the course of
time, the “German Catechism” became known as
the “Large Catechism” because it is considerably
larger than the Small Catechism. As mentioned
last month, Luther’s Small and Large Catechisms
were published in Wittenberg in 1529. The Large
Catechism was actually published first. It is not
uncommon, though, for people to think the opposite, i.e. that the Small Catechism came first
and that Luther’s Large Catechism was just an expanded version of his Small Catechism
The Large Catechism contains the five
chief parts of the catechism: the Ten Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and
the two sacraments, Holy Baptism and the Lord’s
Supper. Even though it was originally written for
pastors, it is a treasure trove of theological and

practical information which every Lutheran
should read and know, and should read more
than once. Like the Small Catechism, the Large
Catechism can be bought separately from the
Book of Concord. So, order yours today!
Here is the Introduction to the Large Catechism
as found in the Book of Concord:
“Once the Evangelical churches had
achieved some external stability, the need was to
strengthen them internally. Luther had already
produced a number of sermons and pamphlets,
beginning as far back as 1516, to present popular
instruction on basic elements of Christian doctrine. In 1525 he assigned to his friends Justus
Jonas and John Agricola the task of composing a
book of religious instruction for children, which
he referred to as a “catechism.” When this work
suffered delay, as did also an attempt in 1528 by
Philip Melanchthon, Luther took the initiative
again. He assigned to Melanchthon the composition of the “Instruction to the Visitors of the
Clergy in the Electorate of Saxony” (1528) while
he himself undertook the preparation of a catechism.
“The immediate background material consists of three series of sermons which Luther
preached in May, September, and NovemberDecember, 1528, and March, 1529. Before these
sermons were ended Luther was at work writing
the Large Catechism. Parts of it were sent to the
press before the whole was completed, which
helps to explain the discrepancies in the text of
the Ten Commandments.
“In April, 1529, the “German Catechism” appeared, printed by George Rhaw in Wittenberg.
(The title “Large Catechism” is not Luther’s.)
Later the same year Luther issued a revised edition which added an “Exhortation to Confession,”
a lengthy insertion in the introduction to the explanation of the Lord’s Prayer, and several marginal notes. This edition was the first to be illustrated, some of the cuts coming from Lucas Cranach the Elder. Another edition appeared in 1530,
furnished with a second and longer preface which
had probably been composed at the Coburg. The
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last revision corrected by Luther himself came
out in 1538.
“A Latin translation of the Large Catechism appeared in 1529 and a second edition in
1544, the work of a humanist, Vincent Obsopoeus, who undertook to make of it a stylistic
showpiece by adorning it with classical citations
and allusions to ancient history. Otherwise it is
generally a slavish translation of Luther’s German. It was not necessary, therefore, to reproduce here the Latin variations from the German
text” (BoC, Tappert, 357-358).
Below is a portion of the Preface to the Large
Catechism. He has a few choice word to say
about pastors:
“1 It is not for trivial reasons that we constantly treat the Catechism and strongly urge
others to do the same. For we see to our sorrow
that many pastors and preachers [Preachers
(Prediger) were limited to preaching; pastors
(Pfarrherren )exercised the full ministerial
office.] are very negligent in this respect and
despise both their office and this teaching itself.
Some because of their great and lofty learning,
others because of sheer laziness and gluttony,
behave in this matter as if they were pastors or
preachers for their bellies’ sake and had nothing
to do but live off the fat of the land all their
days, as they used to do under the papacy.
“2 Everything that they are to teach and
preach is now available to them in clear and
simple form in the many excellent books which
are in reality what the old manuals claimed in
their titles to be: “Sermons That Preach Themselves,” “Sleep Soundly,” “Prepared!” and
“Treasury.”3 However, they are not so upright
and honest as to buy these books, or if they
have them, to examine and read them. Such
shameful gluttons and servants of their bellies
would make better swineherds or dogkeepers
than spiritual guides or pastors.
“3 Now that they are free from the useless, bothersome babbling of the Seven Hours
[the seven canonical hours, daily prayers prescribed by the medieval Breviary], it would be
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fine if every morning, noon, and evening they
would read, instead, at least a page or two from
the Catechism, the Prayer Book, the New Testament, or something else from the Bible and
would pray the Lord’s Prayer for themselves and
their parishioners. In this way they might show
honor and gratitude to the Gospel, through
which they have been delivered from so many
burdens and troubles, and they might feel a little
shame because, like pigs and dogs, they remember no more of the Gospel than this rotten, pernicious, shameful, carnal liberty. 4 As it is, the
common people take the Gospel altogether too
lightly, and even our utmost exertions accomplish but little. What, then, can we expect if we
are sluggish and lazy, as we used to be under the
papacy?
“5 Besides, a shameful and insidious
plague of security and boredom has overtaken
us. Many regard the Catechism as a simple, silly
teaching which they can absorb and master at
one reading. After reading it once they toss the
book into a corner as if they are ashamed to read
it again. 6 Indeed, even among the nobility there
are some louts and skinflints who declare that
we can do without pastors and preachers from
now on because they have everything in books
and can learn it all by ourselves. So they blithely
let parishes fall into decay, and brazenly allow
both pastors and preachers to suffer distress and
hunger. This is what one can expect of crazy
Germans. We Germans have such disgraceful
people among us and must put up with them.
“7 As for myself, let me say that I, too, am a doctor and a preacher — yes, and as learned and experienced as any of those who act so high and
mighty. Yet I do as a child who is being taught
the Catechism. Every morning, and whenever
else I have time, I read and recite word for word
the Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Commandments, the
Creed, the Psalms, etc. 8 I must still read and
study the Catechism daily, yet I cannot master it
as I wish, but must remain a child and pupil of
the Catechism, and I do it gladly. These dainty,
fastidious fellows would like quickly, with one
reading, to become doctors above all doctors, to

know all there is to be known. Well, this, too, is
a sure sign that they despise both their office
and the people’s souls, yes, even God and his
Word. They need not fear a fall, for they have
already fallen all too horribly. What they need is
to become children and begin learning their
ABC’s, which they think they have outgrown
long ago” (BoC, Tappert, 358-359).

Welcome Renewed Member
On 23 January, we welcomed John Wilkinson back into membership at St. Luke’s. John
was born and raised in La Mesa, was baptized
(1954), was confirmed (1967), and married (1979)
at St Lukes. His wife passed in 2013, and he looks
forward to the time at which they will be together again. He has two children. They and
their families live locally. His daughter Carrie
and husband Justin have three young children.
His son Jeff and wife Shelby recently purchased a
home and as of yet have no kids. He is very close
with them.
He retired in 2006, working for nearly 30
years for El Cajon Fire Department. He worked
as a firefighter, paramedic, and the last few years
as a fire engineer, driving and operating fire apparatus. He is a fine woodworker and has built
various items for family and close friends. He
volunteers at the San Diego Fine Woodworker's
Association's member wood shop, running the
shop every other Thursday and teaching
"Introduction to Woodworking." Instead of driving fire apparatus these days, John owns a 1913
Hudson automobile and enjoys driving it on local organized tours with fellow car collectors.
tarting a "build" on a 1914 Model T hot rod.
We look forward to John sharing his gifts
and talents again with us at St. Luke’s.
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Shared Lenten Services
and Soup Suppers

Easter Choir

As part of the “courting” period between St.
Luke’s Lutheran Church and Reformation Lutheran Church in El Cajon, the proposal to share
Lenten services and soup suppers was enthusiastically received at the quarterly congregational
meeting on Sunday, 30 January. St. Luke’s host
the services and soup suppers on the First, Third,
and Fifth Wednesdays (02, 16, and 30 March).
Services and suppers at Reformation Lutheran
will be on the Second, Fourth, and Sixth Wednesdays (09 and 23 March and 06 April). Soup suppers will be at 6:00 pm, and Lenten services will
be at 7:00 pm. Reformation Lutheran is only five
(5) minutes away from St. Luke’s. If you are interested in car pooling, contact Pastor Mark.

Those present at the congregational meeting
also expressed enthusiasm for the creation of a
temporary choir for Easter. The original proposal was to have rehearsals on Wednesdays
after Lenten services. However, given the
sharing of Lenten services with Reformation
Lutheran, options for rehearsals are being
considered. If you are interested in singing,
please consider this opportunity to sing this
Spring.

Directions to Reformation Lutheran From St. Luke’s Lutheran
846 S. Johnson Ave El Cajon, CA

Take Wilson St to La Mesa Blvd
merge onto I-8 East
Take I-8 East and Exit 15 El Cajon Blvd
Continue in right lane onto Chase Ave
Turn Left onto S. Johnson Ave
Reformation Lutheran is on the left past Renette Ave with a parking lot in the rear

March 9, 23 & April 6—Soup Suppers at 6pm & Lenten Services at 7pm at Reformation Lutheran
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Women of St. Luke’s
The January WSL Meeting was opened with
Jillian Barnard reading a lovely devotional on
hope, rooted in God’s faithfulness. Shirley
Carrington gave her secretary’s report on our
busy month last December, and Nancy Kearns
gave her treasurer’s report, showing disbursements for that busy month.
Due to the fact that our group is in our “Classic
Years,” we decided to make our WSL meetings
easier by having them quarterly and knowing
ahead of time what is on the agenda of quarterly
discussions . We have divided our year by the activities we do and assigned women in charge of those
activities. Meetings will be March, June, September, and December – the first Saturday of each of these
months – except September (as it is a holiday weekend). So set your calendars NOW!! March 10, June
4, September TBD, December 3 – all at 10:00 AM in Lower Level. Help us plan our great programs: Tele
-Tea, Baby Shower, Bingo Night, Thank Offering, Adopt a Family, and the Charities to which we donate. Much will happen at the quarterly meetings, so be sure to attend. See you in March!
Respectfully submitted by
Karen Skullerud

Bible Study for all
The new Bible Study lead by Doris Snashell begins Saturday, March 12th at 10:00am in the Lower Level.
All you need is your Good Book (the Bible) and your good attention, as Doris will provide the rest. She
reports that there will be only four sessions, so that means March, April, May, June – the 2nd Saturday
of each of these months. We will study the Book of Jonah. That shouldn’t be too difficult to swallow!
So come one, come all. This is for men and women of St. Luke’s.

PLEASE REMEMBER THE HEIFER INTERNATIONAL QUARTER BANK IN THE NARTHEX!!
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Hearts & Roses Brunch
Join us for a lovely brunch on
February 13th
following worship service
in the Lower Level
All are welcome!

St. Luke’s 9:00am Worship Schedule

Coffee Hour Hosts

1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays—Traditional Service

February 6—Sheila Stubbs

2nd and 4th Sundays—Contemporary Service

February 13—Hearts & Roses Brunch

Communion is given every Sunday

February 20—available
February 27—Jennifer Killion

If you are interested in assisting during worship service or hosting coffee hour,
please speak with Pastor Mark or Amy in the office.
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FEBRUARY WORSHIP TEXT
6th — Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
First Lesson— Isaiah 6:1-13
Psalm 138
Second Lesson—1 Corinthians 14: 12b-20
Gospel—Luke 5: 1-11
Rick Parkhurst—February 1

13th — Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany

Michelle Dipierro—February 3

First Lesson—Jeremiah 17: 5-8
Psalm 1
Second Lesson—
1 Corinthians 15: 1-20
Gospel Lesson—Luke 6: 17-26

Carol Bohnsack—February 7
Audrey Utley—February 8
Stephanie Brown—February 9
Richard Utley—February 18
Andy Killion—February 20
Doris Snashall– February 23
Charlie Utley—February 25

20th— Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany
First Lesson—Genesis 45: 3-15
Psalm 103: 1-13
Second Lesson—1 Corinthians 15: 21-26, 30-42
Gospel Lesson— Luke 6: 27-38

27th — Transfiguration of Our Lord
This month’s advertiser!

Each month our newsletter is published for
free due to the advertisements
of local businesses.
Please take a moment each month and see if
the services they provide could help you.

First Lesson—Deuteronomy 34: 1-12
Psalm 99
Second Lesson— Hebrews 3: 1-6
Gospel—Luke 9: 28-36
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February Prayer Calendar
“Trust in Me”
1

Psalm 40: 1-5

2

Isaiah 26: 1-7

I am trusting you, Lord Jesus,

3

Romans 4: 1-8

Trusting only you;

4

Psalm 84: 1-12

Trusting you for full salvation,

5

Proverbs 3: 1-8

Free and true.

6

Psalm 13: 1-6

7

Psalm 93: 1-5

8

Lamentations 3:22-26

9

Psalm 130: 1-8

For your grace and tender mercy

10

Psalm 25: 1-10

Trusting now.

11

Psalm 71: 1-5

12

Palm 56: 1-13

I am trusting you to guide me;

13

Palm 56: 1-13

You alone shall lead,

14

Romans 3: 21-26

Ev'ry day and hour supplying

15

Romans 4: 18-25

All my need.

16

Isaiah 12: 1-6

17

Ephesians 3: 14-21

18

Psalm 119: 41-48

You can never fail.

19

Hebrews 4: 14-16

Words which you yourself shall give me

20

Hebrews 6: 13-20

Must prevail.

21

Hebrews 10: 19-23

22

Psalm 33: 18-22

23

Psalm 32: 6-11

Never let me fall.

24

Psalm 145: 8-21

I am trusting you forever

25

1 Peter 1: 3-9

26

Psalm 18: 28-32

27

Psalm 37: 1-7

28

Psalm 28: 6-9

I am trusting you for pardon;
At your feet I bow,

I am trusting you for power;

I am trusting you, Lord Jesus;

And for all.
Lutheran Service Book Hymn #729
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FEBRUARY WORSHIP TEAMS
Reader Doris Snashall
Altar Guild Shirley Carrington
6th

Communion Assistant Ted Olsen
Prayers of the People Pastor Menacher
Projectionist Gail Knippelmeyer
Acolytes Gabby Bruflat & Jet Bruflat
Usher Randy Engel

13th

Communion Assistant Judi Cole
Prayers of the People Randy Engel
Projectionist Shirley Carrington
Greeter JoAnn Hendrickson
Usher George Hauk

20th

Communion Assistant

Terry East

Prayers of the People Jillian Barnard
Projectionist Gail Knippelmeyer
Acolytes Gabby Bruflat & Jet Bruflat
Usher Randy Engel
27th

Communion Assistant Gleason Snashall
Prayers of the People Jillian Barnard
Projectionist Shirley Carrington
Usher George Hauk

The Applecrate Craft Fair
February 24-26 in our Family Center
Thursday 4:00pm-7:00pm, Friday 9:00am-6:00pm & Saturday 9:00am-4:00pm.
Vendors of all different crafts, homemade goods, vintage items, jellies, jams, breads and jewelry.

Craft Supply Sale
February 24-26 in the Lower Level
Thursday 4:00pm-7:00pm, Friday 9:00am-6:00pm & Saturday 9:00am-2:00pm.
All sorts of craft supplies for all your projects.

9:00 am Worship

27

9:00 am Worship

20

Hearts & Roses
Brunch
following service

9:00 am Worship

13

9:00 am Worship

6

Sun

8

10:00 am WSL mtg
7:50 am Tai Chi

1

Tue

22

7:50 am Tai Chi

15

1:30pm Counters

28

9:00 am Counters 7:50 am Tai Chi

21

1:30pm Counters

14

9:00 am Counters 7:50 am Tai Chi
10:00 am
Bible Study

7

Mon

23

16

9

2

Wed

7:50 am Tai Chi
Applecrate
Craft Fair &
Craft Supply Sale
4pm-7pm

24

7:50 am Tai Chi

17

7:50 am Tai Chi

10

7:50 am Tai Chi

3

Thu

FEBRUARY 2022

Applecrate
Craft Fair &
Craft Supply Sale
9am-6pm

25

18

11

4

Fri

9:00am Altar Guild
Applecrate
Craft Fair & Craft
Supply Sale
9am-2pm

26

9:00 am Altar Guild

19

9:00 am Altar Guild

12

9:oo am Altar Guild
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Dated Material
FEBRUARY 2022

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL


Worship Service: Sundays, 9:00 am in the Sanctuary.



WSL meeting February 1 at 10:00 am.



Women’s Bible Study February 8 at 10:00 am.



Hearts & Roses Brunch February 13 following service—all are welcome.



Craft Show & Craft Supply Sale February 24-26, see page 9 for details.

St. Luke’s Mission Statement:
We are called as a community of Christians saved by grace
—through faith alone in Jesus Christ—
to spread the Holy Gospel in word, sacrament, and action
soli deo gloria.

