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Get to Works, or Not
In 1521, Luther listed and defended statements which
the church of his day denounced. The resulting treatise was entitled Defense and Explanation of All the Articles. In relation to one of his statements, “A righteous man sins in all his good works,” Luther
comments,
“This article annoys the great saints of workrighteousness, who place their trust not in God's
mercy, but in their own righteousness, that is, on sand.
What happened to the house built on sand in Matt. 7
[:26] will also happen to them. But a godly Christian
ought to learn and know that all his good works are
inadequate and insufficient in the sight of God. In the
company of all the dear saints he ought to despair of
his own works and rely solely on the mercy of God,
putting all confidence and trust in him. Therefore we
want to establish this article very firmly and see what
the dear saints have to say about it” (LW 32:38).

It is highly likely that this article also annoys most
lesser saints because most of us consider our “good
works” to be good! When we do good works, we often
feel “good,” but that, of course, depends on the good
work. Raking leaves for hours in the hot sun to assist
someone unable to do so, and especially for no pay and
possibly no thanks, would probably not qualify as a
“feel good” experience. Instead, we prefer to do “good
works” when and where it suits us, especially
“good works” which require little effort and receive
some type of recognition or praise and, perhaps best of
all, some monetary or material reward.

Paradoxically, we do not view our “good works” as
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sinful because of our human sin. Human sin
blinds us to our sinful nature. In that sin, we
believe that we are not sinful, or not very sinful,
even when we do “bad things,” because doing
something “bad” does not make us “bad,” or so
we reason. On balance, most people would
probably think that their 85% good deeds
compared to their 15% not-so-good deeds is
pretty good. Of course, one should especially
remember that not-so-good deeds are not the
same as bad deeds, or so we reason.

When was the last time that you gave much
thought to why you do any “not-so-good” or
even “bad” deeds at all, and if you have
contemplated this, why did you do them in the
first place? Furthermore, why would you even
want to do them? Worse yet, why did you not
refrain from doing them? Conversely, why
would you not want to do “good” and “godly”
deeds all the time? Well? What kind of a
person are you?

So, we defend ourselves with the feeblest of
defenses, like “nobody’s perfect” or “to err is
human,” seeking in yet another way to place
ourselves in the mostly good category, and if
God does not like it, then God can just go to hell,
right? Such is the state of sinful humanity,
particularly our clever, atheistic humanity which
exonerates itself with all manner of
anti-religious self-righteousness. That is perhaps
a little better, in their eyes, than being like
“those hypocritical Christians” who cloth
themselves in religious self-righteousness.
Either way, the cross of Christ is the human attempt to tell God to go to hell for no liking our
sinful self-righteousness.
All this makes one wonder which is more difficult, believing in God or believing in sin. In fact,
theologically, the two are one and the same
because the subject matter of theology pertains
to the justifying God (deus iustificans) and the
sinful human being (homo peccator).
Physiologically or medically, we often know that

something is not quite right with our bodies, but
none of us likes to be told that we are terminally
ill, especially when we generally feel “pretty
good.” With time, however, the terminal
condition becomes decided final, against our will
and choice. Such is the consequence for all
human beings because of human sin (Romans
6:23). Likewise, although we generally feel good
about ourselves, even our sinful selves, and out
“good works,” nonetheless our impending death
is remains unimpeded because of our sin, our
broken relationship with God, and our futile
attempts to justify ourselves by our own efforts.
Luther is basically saying that not a single good
work on our part can stave off death. That is
why in relation to our salvation our “good
works” are at best good for nothing.

So, if our good works are no good, why do them
at all? What is to be gained? The questions
themselves reflect our selfish, sinful nature.
In reality, which means solely from God’s
perspective, any good works which we do are
gifts given by God to others through us. Our
“good works” are not our gifts to give. Instead,
they are God’s gifts given to fellow sinners in
need. That is exactly what Jesus’ incarnation,
crucifixion, and resurrection demonstrate, teach,
and proclaim. Through Jesus Christ, God has
given the gift of salvation, i.e. justification by
grace alone through faith alone, to sinners as a
gift, even if they are oblivious to this gift. This
one good work promises to give death-bound
human beings eternal life, at least to those
human beings who believe that their innate
sinfulness is forgiven by God’s overwhelming
graciousness.
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You’re Out! (or In!)
Many, Many Thanks
We wish to thank Judi Dunnigan and all her assistants who helped organize the Easter egg hunt
on Easter Saturday and the Brunch on Easter
Sunday. We thank all those who shelled out the
plastic eggs, those who scrambled to fill them
with candy, and those who provided the children, once eggs themselves, to find the eggs. It
was certainly amazing grace to see how the eggs
once were lost but were found. Likewise, the
uplifting brunch satisfied hungry worshipers
who had risen early and late to celebrate the resurrection of Christ. We are grateful that so
many people were ready and willing to help prepare, serve, and clean up after the meal.

We wish to thank Marge and Chuck Hersom for
organizing a congregational outing on 28 April
to see the San Diego Padres play the New York
Mets. Some initially thought that the idea was a
little off base, but it was well pitched to the congregation, and the tickets were “out” in no time.
Given the addition of ten extra tickets sold, it
would be safe to say that the outing was a home
run!
Pastor Mark
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Women of St. Luke’s

Parish Potpourri

Happy Easter! What a wonderful time of the
year! We end this celebration with a mixture
of peace and excitement. We are invigorated
by celebrating the events of the season and experience peace from knowing we have been
made right with God.

Marge Hersom is preparing for a special radio
interview involving her new book—how exciting!! The future also holds a special trip to
New York for our “author in residence.”

Your WSL board is hard at work; there is a
wagon in the narthex to collect rice and beans
for Lutheran Boarder Concerns ministry to assist in providing children’s’ breakfasts across
the border in Tijuana. A number of highly
skilled and widely celebrated actresses and actors will perform a skit on April 15th in support
of Heifer International, ask Martha Applegate
for more information. We have a new WSL
constitution! Thank you to all the WSL members who returned their ballots and for those
who helped make all this happen. The Project
Day Ladies continue their efforts in making
quilts for both Lutheran World Relief and
prayer quilts for those in need.
Shirley Carrington, Project Day chairwoman,
needs gently used (not new) double or twin
flat sheets for quilt making. Colors or patterns
are fine. Consider dropping off your sheets
and visiting the group on a project day,
which are the 2nd and 4th Tuesday at 9:30am.
We look forward to your joining our Bible
study circles. Check the newsletter calendar
for times. If we had a sufficient number committed, we could arrange for an evening group.
Contact Estella Schweikert if interested.
Nancy Kearns
President WSL

Our terrific, capable Director of Music, Renee
Calvo, has been singing in the chorus of San
Diego Opera’s performances of Florencia en el
Amazonas. In the next section of this month’s
St. Luke’s newsletter you can read about the
April focus of HEIFER INTERNATIONAL.
Please be informed!!
At a recent Deborah Circle meeting, Angie
Hauk served a very special “unbelievable”
lemon pie. All those present asked for the
recipe:
HERE IT IS!
UNBELIEVABLE LEMON PIE
1 (14 oz.) can sweetened condensed milk
1 c. water
½ c. fresh squeezed lemon juice
1/2 c. biscuit mix
3 eggs
1/4c. butter
1 1/2 tsp vanilla
1 c. flaked coconut

Preheat oven to 350. In a blender, combine all
ingredients except coconut. Blend on low for
three minutes. Pour mixture into greased 10inch pie pan. Let stand five minutes. Sprinkle
coconut over top. Bake 35 – 40 minutes or until knife inserted comes out clean. Cool
slightly. Serve warm or cool.
Refrigerate leftovers.
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Heifer International
Perhaps some members remember that in years
past St. Luke’s observed PASSING ON THE GIFT
month (April). This observation highlights the
fact that recipients of Heifer gifts, whether it be a
heifer, sheep, rabbit, chicken, etc. are expected to
give any offspring born to that initial gift (which
is usually a pregnant animal) to someone else also
living in poverty. Obviously this “requirement” is
why Heifer International is so successful in its
role as a nonprofit that truly tries to help feed the
world while also saving the earth. This practice,
at minimum, doubles the impact of the original
gift, transforming a once impoverished family
into full participants who improve and
strengthen the bonds within their communities.
It’s proof that small actions can lead to big results.
On April 15, we will again observe
PASSING ON THE GIFT Sunday. More information will be available; contributions are welcome.
.
Need to know more? Call Martha Applegate for
information (619-465-6005).
Please remember the quarter bank in the narthex!
Martha Applegate

SOME HUIMOR.......
HANDY GUIDE TO MODERN SCIENCE:
----If it’s green or it wriggles, it’s biology.
----If it stinks, it’s chemistry.
----If it doesn’t work, it’s physics.
----Always keep your words soft and sweet, just in
case you have to eat them!
----We could learn a lot from crayons: some are
sharp, some are pretty, and some are dull. Some
have weird names, and all are different colors,
but they all have to live in the same box.

St Luke’s Stewards
This is part of an ongoing look at some of this
congregation’s STEWARDS, now focusing for
several months on our Money Counters. You will
read a little of where they came from and how
they happen to be at St. Luke’s.

BETTY WIEDMER was born in Columbus, Ohio,
in 1926, with both her parents originally being
from Switzerland. When she was sixteen years
old the Wiedmers moved to Dubuque, Iowa,
where her father was a chef in their restaurant,
the Swiss Valley Chalet and, of course, Betty was
a waitress there. She finished high school and
then enrolled at the University of Dubuque,
completing her degree as a math major.
In the ‘50’s she lived in La Mesa and worked at
Convair as a technician on computers involving
the Atlas Missiles. Nineteen-sixty saw her traveling to Papua, New Guinea, where she was a
missionary for two years, teaching English at the
Lutheran Mission School. At that time it was the
largest Lutheran Mission Field School in the
world, with 120 missionaries working there with
the native population.
Eventually Betty received her primary teaching
credential at San Diego State and was a K-1
teacher for San Diego Unified for thirty years.
She traveled a great deal during her summers
“off” including stays in Europe, Africa, and
South America.
Betty joined St. Luke’s in 1952, where her brother
-in-law was Pastor Gottfried Hoffman. (At one
time she lived in one of the apartments across
the street from St. Luke’s.) She was a Sunday
School teacher and a choir member and is still
singing alto in the St. Luke’s choir.
The power of prayer remains important and a
priority for Betty, who now is encouraging available members to participate in a special prayer
time each month, here at St. Luke’s. Ask her
about this special focus.
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APRIL WORSHIP TEXT
1st—Easter Sunday
First Lesson—Acts 10: 34-43
Second Lesson—1 Corinthians 15: 1-11
Gospel—Mark 16: 1-8

8th— Second Sunday of Easter
First Lesson—Acts 4: 32-34
Second Lesson—1 John 1: 1-2:2

Whitney Utley

April 3

Gospel—John 20: 19-31

Thelma Pace

April 7

Dawn Dolan

April 12

Lois Alfeld

April 23

First Lesson—Acts 3: 12-19

Nancy Parkhurst

April 25

Second Lesson—1 John 3: 1-7

Garrett Steppat

April 29

Gospel—Luke 24: 36b-48

Debbie Haynes

April 30

Roy Wheeler

April 30

15th—Thrid Sunday of Easter

22nd—Fourth Sunday of Easter
First Lesson—Acts 4:5-12
Second Lesson—1 John 3: 16-24
Gospel—John 10:11-18

29th—Fifth Sunday of Easter
First Lesson—Acts 8: 26-40
Second Lesson—1 John 4: 7-21
Gospel—John 15: 1-8

Chuck & Marge Hersom
April 6
Darcy and Doug Barghols
April 17
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Book Club

Children’s Choir Practice
Every Sunday after worship

April’s selection:
Rebecca
By Daphne Du Maurier

Discussion and potluck lunch on Wednesday
April 25th at noon in the church library,
All are welcome!

St. Luke’s Prayer Champions meet the
third Tuesday of each month at 11:30am in
the Fireside Room.
Anyone interested in praying for our
church, our country and the world
are invited to join.
Call Betty Wiedmer for any questions
619-465-7480
619-583-9511
6322 El Cajon Blvd
Our monthly newsletter is printed free because
of generous people/companies that advertise
with us.
Let these generous people know
we appreciate them.
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APRIL PRAYER CALENDAR
Christ Our Hope
1

Titus 2: 11-14

2

Romans 8: 18-25

3

Colossians 1: 21-23

4

Hebrews 10: 19-25

5

Psalm 43

6

Romans 4: 16-21

7

Ephesians 1: 15-23

8

Romans 15: -6

9

Romans 15: 8-13

10

Psalm 62: 5-8

Your saints have dwelt secure;

11

Romans 5: 1-5

Sufficient is your arm alone,

12

Lamentations 3: 18-27

13

1 Thessalonians 1: 2-5

14

1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18

Before the hills in order stood

15

1 Thessalonians 5: 5-11

Or earth received its frame,

16

Psalm 65: 1-8

17

ll Thessalonians 2: 13-17

18

Titus 3: 3-8

19

Psalm 71: 14-18

O God, our help in ages past,

20

Hebrews 6: 10-12

Our hope for years to come,

21

Hebrews 6: 16-20

Still be our guard while troubles last

22

Psalm 130: 1-8

23

1 Peter1: 1-9

24

1 Peter 1: 17-21

25

Psalm 33: 18-22

Hymn #320

26

Psalm 147: 1-11

Verses 1, 2, 3, 6

27

1 John 3: 1-3

28

Romans 12: 9-13

29

Psalm 145: 510

30

Psalm 25: 4-7

Our God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home:

Under the shadow of your throne

And our defense is sure.

From everlasting you are God,
To endless years the same.

And our eternal home!

Lutheran Book of Worship
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APRIL WORSHIP TEAMS
Reader
Altar Guild
Sound Technician

EASTER SUNDAY
1st

Communion Assistant - Bread
Prayers of the People
Projectionist
Communion Assistants—Wine
Greeters
Usher Team
Acolytes

8th

Communion Assistant—Bread
Prayers of the People
Projectionist
Communion Assistants—Wine
Greeters
Usher Team

Darcy Barghols, M. Applegate (11am Easter)
Colleen Olsen
Matt Kirk

9:00am
Judi Dunnigan-Cole
Pastor Mark
Gail Knippelmeyer
Thelma Pace & Ted Olsen

Communion Assistant—Bread
Prayers of the People
Projectionist
Communion Assistants —Wine
Greeters
Usher Team
Acolytes

22nd

Communion Assistant—Bread

Randy Engel
P. Yerger & R. Yerger
Ted Olsen
Randy Engel
Richard Utley
Liz Dunnigan & Karen Skullerud
JoAnn Hendrickson
George Hauk
Judi Dunnigan-Cole
Mary Ann Boullain
Tania Salas
Liz Dunnigan & Thelma Pace
Marie Handley & Marilyn Burns
Chuck Hersom
Paige Yerger
Ted Olsen

Prayers of the People

Martha Applegate

Projectionist

Gail Knippelmeyer

Communion Assistants —Wine
Usher Team

Marge Hersom & Karen Skullerud
Randy Engel

Acolytes
29th

Communion Assistant—Bread

Judi Dunnigan-Cole

Prayers of the People

Randy Engel

Projectionist

John Busker

Communion Assistant—Wine
Usher Team
Acolytes

Pastor Mark
John Busker
Marge Hersom

Ellis Petersen & Loraine Wininger

Acolytes
15th

11:00am

Liz Dunnigan & Thelma Pace
George Hauk

Chuck Hersom
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1:30 pm Counters

30

9:00 am Counters

9:00 am Worship
10: 30 am
Quarterly Cong Mtg

29

9:00 am Worship

25
11:00 am Staff
Noon Book club

24
8:00 am Tai Chi
9:30 am Project Day

Staff

22

11:00 am

9:00 am Counters

9:00 am Worship
“Passing on the Gift”
10: 30 am Sunday School

18

16

15
8:00 am Tai Chi
11:30 am
Prayer Champions

11:00 am Staff

8:00 am Tai Chi
9:30am Project Day
12:30 pm Rebekah
Circle

1:30 pm Counters

9:00 am Worship
10:30 am Sunday School

17

11

11:00 am Staff

8:00 am Tai Chi
9:00 am Counters
10:00 am WSL

10

4

Wednesday

3

Tuesday

9

2
Campus/office
closed

Monday

8

EASTER SUNDAY
9am & 11am worship
service
100:00am Easter Brunch

1

Sunday

April 2018

8:00 am Tai Chi
7:00 pm Choir practice

26

8:00 am Tai Chi
10:30 am Deborah
Circle
7:00 pm Choir practice

19

8:00 am Tai Chi
7:00 pm Choir practice

12

8:00 am Tai Chi
7:00 pm Choir practice

5

Thursday

27

20

13

6

Friday

9-10 am Altar Guild

28

9-10 am Altar Guild

21

9-10 am Altar Guild

14

9-10 am Altar Guild

7

Saturday
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A WARM WELCOME TO ALL


Easter Sunday worship service April 1st at 9:00am and 11:00am.



“Passing on the Gift—HEIFER International—April 15th.



Quarterly Congregational Meeting—April 22nd.



Worship Service: Sundays, 9:00 am in the Sanctuary.



Sunday School for all ages: Sundays, following worship services.

St. Luke’s Mission Statement:
We are called as a community of Christians saved by grace
—through faith alone in Jesus Christ—
to spread the Holy Gospel in word, sacrament, and action
soli deo gloria.

