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Pentecost and the Church
This year we celebrate Pentecost on 31 May. Many
like to say that the church was born at Pentecost the
church was born. Is that so? What does that mean?
The following excerpt is taken from Luther’s Large
Catechism.
Apostles' Creed - The Third Article
34 “I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.”
35 To this article, as I have said, I cannot give a better title than “Sanctification.” In it is expressed and
portrayed the Holy Spirit and his office, which is
that he makes us holy. Therefore, we must concentrate on the term “Holy Spirit,” because it is so precise that we can find no substitute for it. 36 Many
other kinds of spirits are mentioned in the Scriptures, such as the spirit of man, heavenly spirits, and
the evil spirit. But God’s Spirit alone is called Holy
Spirit, that is, he who has sanctified and still sanctifies us. As the Father is called Creator and the Son is
called Redeemer, so on account of his work the Holy
Spirit must be called Sanctifier, the One who makes
holy. 37 How does this sanctifying take place? Answer: Just as the Son obtains dominion by purchasing us through his birth, death, and resurrection,
etc., so the Holy Spirit effects our sanctification
through the following: the communion of saints or
Christian church, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. In other
words, he first leads us into his holy community,
placing us upon the bosom of the church, where he
preaches to us and brings us to Christ.
38 Neither you nor I could ever know anything of
Christ, or believe in him and take him as our Lord,
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unless these were first offered to us and bestowed on our hearts through the preaching of
the Gospel by the Holy Spirit. The work is finished and completed, Christ has acquired and
won the treasure for us by his sufferings, death,
and resurrection, etc. But if the work remained
hidden and no one knew of it, it would have
been all in vain, all lost. In order that this treasure might not be buried but put to use and enjoyed, God has caused the Word to be published
and proclaimed, in which he has given the Holy
Spirit to offer and apply to us this treasure of salvation. 39 Therefore to sanctify is nothing else
than to bring us to the Lord Christ to receive this
blessing, which we could not obtain by ourselves.
40 Learn this article, then, as clearly as possible.
If you are asked, What do you mean by the
words, “I believe in the Holy Spirit”? you can answer, “I believe that the Holy Spirit makes me
holy, as his name implies.” 41 How does he do
this? By what means? Answer: “Through the
Christian church, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.”
42 In the first place, he has a unique community
in the world. It is the mother that begets and
bears every Christian through the Word of God.
The Holy Spirit reveals and preaches that Word,
and by it he illumines and kindles hearts so that
they grasp and accept it, cling to it, and persevere in it.
43 Where he does not cause the Word to be
preached and does not awaken understanding in
the heart, all is lost. This was the case under the
papacy, where faith was entirely shoved under
the bench and no one recognized Christ as the
Lord, or the Holy Spirit as the Sanctifier. That is,
no one believed that Christ is our Lord in the
sense that he won for us this treasure without
our works and merits and made us acceptable to
the Father. 44 What was lacking here? There was
no Holy Spirit present to reveal this truth and
have it preached. Men and evil spirits there
were, teaching us to obtain grace and be saved
by our works. 45 Therefore there was no Christian church. For where Christ is not preached,

there is no Holy Spirit to create, call, and gather
the Christian church, and outside it no one can
come to the Lord Christ. 46 Let this suffice concerning the substance of this article. But since
various points in it are not quite clear to the
common people, we shall run through them
also.
47 The Creed calls the holy Christian church a
communio sanctorum, “a communion of saints.”
Both expressions have the same meaning. In
early times the latter phrase was missing, and it
is unintelligible in our translation. If it is to be
rendered idiomatically, we must express it quite
differently. The word ecclesia properly means an
assembly. 48 We, however, are accustomed to
the term Kirche , “church,” by which simple folk
understand not a group of people but a consecrated house or building. But the house should
not be called a church except for the single reason that the group of people assembles there.
For we who assemble select a special place and
give the house its name by virtue of the assembly. Thus the word “church” (Kirche) really
means nothing else than a common assembly; it
is not of German but of Greek origin, like the
word ecclesia . In that language the word is
kyria, and in Latin curia. In our mother tongue
therefore it ought to be called “a Christian congregation or assembly,” or best and most clearly
of all, “a holy Christian people.”
49 Likewise the word communio, which is appended, should not be translated “communion”
but “community.”1 It is nothing but a comment
or interpretation by which someone wished to
explain what the Christian church is. But some
among us, who understand neither Latin nor
German, have rendered this “communion of
saints,” although no German would use or understand such an expression. To speak idiomatically, we ought to say “a community of saints,”
that is, a community composed only of saints,
or, still more clearly, “a holy community.” 50
This I say in order that the expression may be
understood; it has become so established in usage that it cannot well be uprooted, and it would
be next to heresy to alter a word.
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51 This is the sum and substance of this phrase: I
believe that there is on earth a little holy flock or
community of pure saints under one head,
Christ. It is called together by the Holy Spirit in
one faith, mind, and understanding. It possesses
a variety of gifts, yet is united in love without
sect or schism. 52 Of this community I also am a
part and member, a participant and co-partner
in all the blessings it possesses. I was brought to
it by the Holy Spirit and incorporated into it
through the fact that I have heard and still hear
God’s Word, which is the first step in entering it.
Before we had advanced this far, we were entirely of the devil, knowing nothing of God and
of Christ. 53 Until the last day the Holy Spirit
remains with the holy community or Christian
people. Through it he gathers us, using it to
teach and preach the Word. By it he creates and
increases sanctification, causing it daily to grow
and become strong in the faith and in the fruits
of the Spirit.

Hearing Loop Installation
By the time that you read this, a “hearing loop”
will have been installed in St. Luke’s sanctuary.
A hearing loop is a fairly simple device. It is
composed of some wire installed in a circle or
rectangle or some surrounding shape, which is
why it is called a loop. A hearing loop will surround each set of pews on both sides of the sanctuary. The installation will, however, be hidden
from view. The loops will be connected to the
church’s sound system.
When installed, the sound system will send
sound signals to the hearing loops which will
then communicate directly with hearing aids
equipped with telecoils or T-coils. The majority
of hearing aids have T-coils, although not all of
them have this function enabled. The system
essentially allows each person with hearing aids
to have a “direct” connection with the sound system. This “direct” connection removes most of
the background noise which creates so much difficulty for people with hearing aids, especially in
large rooms with lots of noise, voices, etc.
Also, if you have some difficulty hearing but do

not wear a hearing aid, the church does have individual, battery operated receivers available for
use. Each receiver can be used with either an
earbud, which sits in the ear, or an ear piece,
which hooks over the ear. These are individually
bagged and available in a little basket on the
ushers’ stand in the Narthex.

COVID-19 and Congregational
Meetings
Due to the chaos caused by the coronavirus, the
quarterly congregational meeting and the special
congregational meeting scheduled for Sunday,
26 April, are being postponed to the first convenient Sunday in May or possibly in June. The
congregation has some very important discussions to have and decisions to make. So, please
be attentive to notifications about these meetings.

Every One His Witness Workshops?
Due to the coronavirus restrictions, the “Every
One His Witness” workshops became the “No
One His Witness” workshops. The rescheduling
of these mission workshops set for 29 March and
03 May is still in limbo. Nonetheless, both workshops have been practicing their limbo dance in
the lower level with suitable music, and the bar
has been repeatedly lowered. The competition is
hot. That said, some think the bar was lowered
all the way when Pastor Mark was called. Anyway, the two remaining sessions of the workshop
will be rescheduled and announced when it is
deemed safe to complete them both.

Vacation Bible School (VBS)
VBS has been scheduled for 13-17 July. This
year’s curriculum from Concordia Publishing
House is called “Rainforest Explorers - Jesus
Leads the Way.” As a reminder, this is a whole
congregational event. There is much to do, and
we look forward to as many people participating
as possible. Planning meetings will be scheduled
as soon as possible.
Pastor Mark
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Campus Beautification
Eugenio Cruz began here at St. Luke’s December
26, 2001. During the last 18 years, a lot has
changed due to the hard work he has done on
campus. Many of the flowers and plants that grow
here are from his yard. The sweet peas in the alleyway to the amaryllis in the courtyard are all his
doing. He has taught teachers from the school
how to take care of plants “You don’t water every
day” and their school garden shows this!
The buildings at St Luke’s vary in age. It truly
takes a master of all to know how to keep them all
in working order. The Family Center had all new
EXIT signs installed and many batteries were replaced in the remaining fixtures to keep all of us
safe. There are very few projects around campus
that are too big for him to do.
Next time you are on campus stop and look
around, you might see a bit of paint peeling but
remember one man keeps this place going.
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Can You Hear Every Word?
We realize that some of our parishioners have difficulty hearing our
services. To help hear every word we have installed a Hearing Loop in
our facility.
The Hearing Loop will enhance the listening experience of Hearing Aid wearers and
those with hearing loss by delivering the broadcast directly into their ears. We have literature available that explains what a hearing loop is. For Hearing Aid wearers or CI users it is important that you do your part to make this Hearing Loop successful. First you
must determine if you have a “T-Coil” and then make sure it is programmed correctly.
The brochure explains how to do this. The cut out card at the bottom of this page is for
you to take to your audiologist to make sure that they know what you are asking.
Please invite friends that you know have difficulty hearing to our experience our new
Hearing Loop.
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WORSHIP TEXT
May 3 — Fourth Sunday of Easter
First Lesson — Acts 2: 42-47
Psalm 23
Second Lesson — 1 Peter 2: 19-25

Shirley Carrington - May 7
Randy Engel - May 15
Terry East - May 17
Ryan Yerger - May 19

Gospel — John 10: 1-10
Denise & Mark
Stephens
May 30th

May 10 — Fifth Sunday of Easter
First Lesson — Acts 6: 1-9, 7: 2a, 51-60
Psalm 146
Second Lesson — 1 Peter 2: 2-10
Gospel Lesson — John 14: 1-14

May 17 — Sixth Sunday of Easter
First Lesson — Acts 17: 16-31
Psalm 66: 8-20
Second Lesson — 1 Peter 3: 13-22
Gospel — John 14: 15-21

May 24 — The Ascension of Our Lord
First Lesson — Acts 1: 1-11
Psalm 47

Coffee Hour Host
May 3—TBD
May 10—TBD
May 17—Liz Dunnigan

Second Lesson — Ephesians 1: 15-23
Gospel — Luke 24: 44-53

May 31 — Pentecost
First Lesson — Numbers 11: 24-30
Psalm 25: 1-15
Second Lesson — Acts 2: 1-21
Gospel — John 7: 37-39
Randy Engel for all your real estate needs!
619-401-3080
Make sure you tell them you heard about them from St. Luke’s
Newsletter!
Our monthly newsletter is printed free because of generous
people/companies that advertise.
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MAY PRAYER CALENDAR
“The Shelter of the Lord”
1

Psalm 91: 1-4

You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord,

2

Psalm 9: 7-10

Who abide in His shadow for life,

3

Psalm 37: 39-40

4

Psalm 61: 5-8

5

Psalm 73: 21-26

6

Psalm 32: 5-7

The snare of the fowler will

7

Psalm 17: 6-9

Never capture you

8

Psalm 5: 7, 8, 11-12

9

Psalm 3: 1-6

Under His wings your refuge,

10

Psalm 16: 5-8

His faithfulness your shield.

11

Psalm 25: 1-7

12

Psalm 18: 1-3, 30-35

13

1 Peter 1: 3-6

Nor the arrow that flies by day;

14

Psalm 46: 1-11

Though thousands fall about you,

15

Psalm 27: 1-5, 13, 14

16

Psalm 145: 13-21

17

Nehemiah 8: 8-11

18

Psalm 28: 6-9

19

2 Corinthians 12: 6-10

Upon their hands they will bear you up,

20

Psalm 31: 1-5

Lest you dash your foot against a stone.

21

Psalm 103: 1-6

22

Psalm 59: 16-17

Refrain:

23

Psalm 142: 3-5

And He will raise you up

24

Psalm 31: 19-24

On eagle’s wings,

25

Psalm 61: 1-5

Bear you on the breath of dawn,

26

Psalm 121: 1-8

Make you shine like the sun,

27

Isaiah 40: 27-31

28

Ephesians 3: 14-21

29

Habakkuk 3: 17-19

30

Isaiah 41: 10-13

31

1 Chronicles 16: 8-11

Say to the Lord: My refuge, my rock
In whom I trust!

And famine will bring you no fear;

You need not fear the terror of the night,

Near you it shall not come.
For to His angels He’s given a command
To guard you in all your ways;

And hold you in the palm of His Hand.
Lutheran Service Book Hymn #727
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MAY WORSHIP TEAMS
Reader—Randy Engel
Altar Guild—Terry East
Sound Technician—Matt Kirk
3rd
Communion Assistant — Bread
Prayers of the People
Communion Assistants —Wine
Usher Team
Acolytes

Judi Cole
Pastor Mark Menacher
Jillian Barnard & Thelma Pace
Randy Engel
TBD

10th

Communion Assistant —Bread
Prayers of the People
Projectionist
Communion Assistants—Wine
Greeters
Usher Team
Acolytes

Terry East
Ted Olsen
TBD
Jillian Barnard & Stephanie Brown
JoAnn Hendrickson
Randy Engel
Tavis Brown

17th

Communion Assistant—Bread
Prayers of the People
Projectionist
Communion Assistants—Wine
Greeters
Usher Team
Acolytes

Terry East
Gail Knippelmeyer
Tania Salas
Thelma Pace
TBD
Jillian Barnard
TBD

24th

Communion Assistant—Bread
Prayers of the People
Projectionist
Communion Assistants —Wine
Greeter
Usher Team
Acolytes

Ted Olsen
Thelma Pace
Gail Knippelmeyer
Terry East & Thelma Pace
TBD
Randy Engel
Tavis Brown

31st

Communion Assistant—Bread

Judi Cole

Prayers of the People
Projectionist
Communion Assistants —Wine
Greeter
Usher Team
Acolytes

Jillian Barnard
Tania Salas
Stephanie Brown & Liz Dunnigan
Jillian Barnard
George Hauk
Tavis Brown

9:00 am Counters

25

Office Closed

9:00 am Worship
10:30 am Sunday School

24

9:oo am Worship service
10:30 am Sunday School

9:00 am Worship
10:30 am Sunday School

31

18

17

11

10

1:30 pm Counters

9:00 am Counters

9:00 am Worship
10:30 am Sunday School

4

9:00 am Worship
10:30 am Sunday School

Monday

3

Sunday

8:00 am Tai Chi
9:30 am Project Day
11:30 am Staff
12:30 pm Rebekah

27

20

13

6

Wednesday

8:00 am Tai Chi
7:00 pm Choir

28

8:00 am Tai Chi
7:00 pm Choir

21

8:00 am Tai Chi
10:00 am Deborah
7:00 pm Choir

14

8:00 am Tai Chi
7:00 pm Choir

7

Thursday

29

22

15

8

1

Friday

30

9-10 am Altar Guild

23

9-10 am Altar Guild

16

9-10 am Altar Guild

9

9-10 am Altar Guild

2

Saturday

All activities are subject to cancellation due to COVID-19 mandates.

8:00 am Tai Chi
11:30 am Staff
1:30 pm Counters

26

8:00 am Tai Chi
11:30 am Staff
11:30 am Prayer

19

12

8:00 am

Tai Chi
10:oo am WSL
11:30 am Staff
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A WARM WELCOME TO ALL


May 10th—Happy Mother’s Day



May 25th—Happy Memorial Day—office is closed.



Worship Service: Sundays, 9:00 am in the Sanctuary.



Sunday School for all ages: Sundays, following worship services.



Nursery care available for ages 5 & under during worship & Sunday School.



All activities are subject to cancellation due to COVID-19 mandates.

St. Luke’s Mission Statement:
We are called as a community of Christians saved by grace
—through faith alone in Jesus Christ—
to spread the Holy Gospel in word, sacrament, and action
soli deo gloria.

