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Monkey Business
Alternatively, we might spell that “monkie business”
or perhaps “monkee business.” As many know,
monkeys are a member of the primate family, and
bishops are often called “primates,” which begs the
question whether bishops specialize in “monkey
business.” Perhaps similarly, the erstwhile rock
band called “The Monkees” had a major hit (actually
written by Neil Diamond) called “I'm A Believer,”
which has been altered into a Christian pop song,
“And then I saw His face, now I’m a believer ...” Can
Christians monkey with songs like that, and if they
do, will they have to face the music? Worse yet, if
they get up to “Monkie Business,” someone might
throw the book at them! (Monkey Business is a
children’s book, one of whose character is the “eefil’
Dr Hubris Wildebeest Klench.”)
In his commentary on the 45th Psalm, Luther warns
that Protestants run the risk of adopting new ways
of “works righteousness” which rival those undertaken by monks in monasteries. Luther writes,
“In rejecting the works of the old monks, they bring
forth new monks. Let us not be too secure against
this pestilence, either. Each one of us bears in his
breast a great monk. That is, each would like to
have such a work in which he could glory: ‘Behold, I
have done this. Today I have satisfied God by my
prayers, by my good works, so I can enjoy greater
peace of mind.’ It has happened to me, too, that
when I have carried out a work of my calling I am
much happier than if I had not done it. In itself, to
be sure, it is not wrong to be happy, but this happiness is without faith and impure and is of the sort
that would take the conscience captive and disturb
a person. Because the conscience is a most delicate
thing, it cannot be guarded sufficiently against this
vice of presumption. For that reason let no one be
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secure. We who confess Christ should walk in
fear and grow in faith, and acknowledge that we
each bear in our breast a monstrous and disgusting monk, that is, a foolish and carnal delusion
of works, the ruin of faith.”
So, have you ever felt good about doing a good
deed? Of course! We all know that there is
something nice about doing good deeds, when
we get around to doing them. Furthermore,
good deeds often come with rewards. Sometimes the rewards are built into the deeds, like
earning a merit badge in scouting or receiving a
certificate for community service which we can
then hang on our bedroom walls. To double the
benefit, if we do enough community service, we
can also save a lot of money on wallpaper! Think
how environmentally friendly that would be.
Perhaps that is actually a third benefit, but can
we monkey with the environment?
The notion of “good works” has bedeviled humanity since its plucking of the forbidden fruit
in the Garden of Eden. That fruit would supposedly give human beings the knowledge of good
and evil, or is that “eefil”? The irony of Adam
and Eve’s deed is their thinking that one could
know good from evil if one disregards God will
and does evil. Viewed differently, would Adam
and Eve have done evil if they had known the
difference between good and evil? If so, then
one could then argue that if God had instructed
Adam and Eve about the difference between
good and evil, then perhaps they might not have
done evil. In short, it is all God’s fault that humanity is the mess which it is, right? Such
thinking by sinful, human reason is truly the
monkey business.
According to Luther, the “monk” in each of us is
the flesh of each of us. That flesh lives contrary
to the spirit of God which through the gospel
created faith in our carnal human lives. In other
words, in our fleshly selves “we are by nature
sinful and unclean,” but when the Holy Spirit
calls us through the Gospel, enlightens us with
his gifts, and sanctifies and preserves us in true
faith, then having become thereby “good trees,”
we bear good fruit, i.e. we do good works.

In God’s eyes, that which is “good” is done out of
faith in his son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. That
which is bad is not done out of faith but instead
for any other reasons. So, of all the “good deeds”
which you do, by that criterion, how many “good
works” do we actually do? Like other Protestants, Lutherans have devised all manner of
schemes to try to answer such questions, and all
those schemes seem based on following some
law or rule or the like.
Fortunately, there is another approach, a gospel
(good news) approach, which is much simpler
and better. I call this “proclamatory ethics.”
This means that our “good works” are based neither upon their own apparent qualities nor upon
our real or feigned motives. Instead, a gospelguided “proclamatory ethic” seeks in its deeds to
proclaim the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ to others, i.e. deeds done in faith for
faith. In so doing, “our” good deeds are not ours.
Instead, they are merely an extension of the gift
which God has given to humanity in Jesus
Christ. In that sense, it truly does feel good to
do such “good works” because they were first
done in Jesus Christ for us sinners to do, in turn,
for others remarkably as “little Christs,” as Luther would say. Such deeds done as good news
to others are, indeed, truly good.

Glorious Easter Celebration
We wish to thank all those who helped make the
observances of Lenten services, Holy Week service, and Easter Sunday services so memorial.
We thank Pastor John Kent and the people from
Reformation Lutheran Church for their collaborative efforts on both soup suppers and midweek
Lenten services. It was very enjoyable for both
churches to observe Lent together. We wish to
thank all those involved in making the Palm
Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday services so meaningful. Finally, we are grateful to
Malou Rogers and her efforts to recruit fine musicians for a glorious Easter Sunday service. The
Easter choir was simply grand. The ensemble of
Philip Vaiman (world class violinist), Maksim
Velichkin (cellist), Scott Brown (percussion),
and Peter Walsh (pianist) playing throughout
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the service could not have been better. This
was truly an Easter celebration to remember.

Easter Egg Hunt and Easter Brunch
We wish to thank Judi Cole, Terry East and
Stephanie Brown who helped make the
many preparations for the Easter Egg Hunt
on Easter Saturday and for the Easter
Brunch on Easter Sunday after church. Both
events were very well attended. The food
was great! The fellowship refreshing. Both
of these events were very welcome after the
much reduced fellowship opportunities due
to COVID restrictions. Please thank Judi
and those who helped when you have the
opportunity.

Vacation Bible School
Vacation Bible School (VBS) this year at St.
Luke’s will be held in-person during the
week of July 25-29. The theme will be
Jerusalem Marketplace. As it has been a
couple of years since we have held an inperson VBS, it will be a bit of a trial run.
As usual, however, VBS at St. Luke’s is a
whole congregational event. So, we look
forward to as many of you as possible
participating in VBS in one way or another.
Look for volunteer opportunities coming up!
Pastor Mark
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Women of St. Luke’s

Kids’ Activities

The Women of St. Luke’s will have our next
quarterly meeting on June 4th. We hope to see
all of our SLLC women in attendance in the
Lower Level at 10:00 AM. At that time, we will
discuss Bingo Night plans; the Baby Shower for
August and other items that come up by June.
Please submit your agenda items before June
4th.

Do you have some children hanging out at
your house with “nothing to do”? Well, if you
check the St. Luke’s Lutheran Church website,
there is a place to click for Kids’ Activities.
Here’s an example of what to do with your
funsters! With a sheet of paper, draw a picture
for a placemat to be used at your next meal.
Write a meal blessing on your placemat that
you make up.

Respectfully,
Karen Skullerud

You can also look up a Luther blessing and
write HIS blessing on another placemat. At
each meal read a different blessing. Help your
parents set the table. Learn to set the table correctly, with silverware in the proper place, napkin, water glass, and so on. You can be very
proud of each other for helping. Take a picture
of your lovely table setting and send it to
someone (Grammy?) who is not present. Does
an attractive table make the food taste better?
Think of questions to ask each other for meal
conversation. Good job!!

"Come, Lord Jesus, be our Guest,
and let Thy gifts to us be blessed. Amen."

Women ANGELS
of the Church!
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WORSHIP TEXT
May 1 — Third Sunday of Easter
First Lesson — Acts 9: 1-22
Psalm 30
Second Lesson — Revelation 5: 1-14
Gospel — John 21: 1-19

May 8 — Fourth Sunday of Easter
First Lesson — Acts 20: 17-35
Psalm 23

Shirley Carrington - May 7
Randy Engel - May 15
Terry East - May 17
Ryan Yerger - May 19

Second Lesson — Revelation 7: 9-17
Gospel Lesson — John 10: 22-30

May 15 — Fifth Sunday of Easter
First Lesson — Acts 11: 1-18
Psalm 148
Second Lesson — Revelation 21: 1-7

Denise & Mark Stephens
May 30th

Gospel — John 16: 12-22

May 22 — Sixth Sunday of Easter
First Lesson — Acts 16: 9-15
Psalm 67
Second Lesson — Revelation 21: 9-14, 21-27
Gospel — John 5: 1-9

May 29 — Ascension of Our Lord
First Lesson — Acts 1: 1-11
Psalm 47
Second Lesson — Ephesians 1: 15-23

Randy Engel
for all your real estate needs!
619-401-3080

Gospel — Luke 24: 44-53
Make sure you tell them you heard about them from St. Luke’s
Newsletter!
Our monthly newsletter is printed free because of generous
people/companies that advertise.
Let these generous people know that we appreciate them.
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MAY PRAYER CALENDAR
Praise and Thanksgiving for Our Triune God for Who He Is
1

Our Father

Romans 8: 12-17

2

Intercessor

Hebrews 4: 11-16

3

Holy

Psalm 99: 1-5

4

Our Sin Bearer

Isaiah 53: 1-6

5

Our Shepherd

John 10: 1-11

6

Our Teacher

Psalm 25: 4-10

7

Faithful

Hebrews 10: 16-23

8

Humble

Philippians 2: 5-141

9

Our High Priest

Hebrews 4: 9-16

10

Love

Psalm 36: 5-10

11

Sovereign

Isaiah 40: 21-31

12

Judge

Psalm 96: 10-13

13

Creator

Psalm 148: 1-14

14

Our Guide

John 16: 12-15

15

Everlasting

Psalm 90: 1-6

16

Our Life

Colossians 2: 9-14; 3-: 1-4

17

Gracious

Psalm 145: 8-21

18

Ruler

Ephesians 1: 15-23

19

Merciful

Ephesians 2: 1-10

20

Word

John 1: 1-5, 14-18

21

Light

John 1: 9-13

22

Our Bread

John 6: 47-51

23

Trustworthy

Psalm 111: 1-10

24

Compassionate

Psalm 103: 6-14

25

King

1 Timothy 6: 12-16

26
27

Cornerstone
Redemption

1 Peter 2: 1-10
Colossians 1: 9-14

28
29
30

Our Righteousness
I AM
Almighty

1 Corinthians 1: 26-31
Exodus 3: 13-15
Revelation 19: 1-10

31

Joy

Psalm 16:11
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MAY WORSHIP TEAMS
Reader— D. Snashall
Altar Guild— C. Olsen
1st

Communion Assistant
Prayers of the People
Projectionist
Usher Team
Acolytes

Ted Olsen
Pastor Mark Menacher
Shirley Carrington
Jillian Barnard
Gabby Bruflat & Jet Bruflat

8th

Communion Assistant
Prayers of the People
Projectionist
Greeter
Usher Team

Judi Cole
Jillian Barnard
Gail Knippelmeyer
JoAnn Hendrickson
George Hauk

15th

Communion Assistant
Prayers of the People
Projectionist
Usher Team
Acolytes

Jillian Barnard
MaryAnn Boullain
Judi Cole
Randy Engel
Gabby Bruflat & Jet Bruflat

22nd

Communion Assistant
Prayers of the People
Projectionist
Usher Team

Jillian Barnard
MaryAnn Boullain
Shirley Carrington
George Hauk

29th

Communion Assistant
Prayers of the People
Projectionist
Usher Team
Acolytes

Gleason Snashall
Randy Engel
Gail Knippelmeyer
Randy Engel
Gabby Bruflat & Jet Bruflat

The Lower Level will be closed May 9– May 20, please see the office for more information

30 Office Closed 31

9:00 am Worship

29

11

Tai Chi

7:45 am Tai Chi
in fireside room

12

7:45 am

5

Thursday

25

18

7:45 am

26
Tai Chi

7:45 am Tai Chi
in fireside room

19

May 9-20 Lower Level unavailable, please see the office for more information

9:00 am Counters

7:45 am Tai Chi
9:30 am Project Day

1:30 pm Counters

24

23

7:45 am Tai Chi
in fireside room

17

9:oo am Worship

9:00 am Counters

16

7:45 am Tai Chi
in fireside room

4

Wednesday

Lower Level unavailable, please see the office for more information May 9-20
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Tai Chi

1:30 pm Counters

8:00 am

3

Tuesday

9

2

Monday

22

Worship

Worship

Worship

9:00 am

9:00 am

15

8

9:00 am

1

Sunday

May 2022

27

20

13

6

Friday

9:00 am Altar Guild

28

9:00 am Altar Guild

21

9:00 am Altar Guild
10:00am Bible Study
in Library

14

9:00 am Altar Guild

7

Saturday
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A WARM WELCOME TO ALL


Worship Service: Sundays, 9:00 am in the Sanctuary.



May 8th—Happy Mother’s Day!



May 14th —Bible Study at 10:00 am in the Library.



May 24th—Project Day Ladies at 9:30am.



May 30th—Happy Memorial Day the office is closed.

St. Luke’s Mission Statement:
We are called as a community of Christians saved by grace
—through faith alone in Jesus Christ—
to spread the Holy Gospel in word, sacrament, and action
soli deo gloria.

