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Genesis 3:1-5 reads,
We invite you to join
St. Luke's Lutheran Church
Please contact Amy in the office to
discuss membership or to arrange an
appointment with the pastor:
619-463-6633 or office-sllc@att.net
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1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other
beast of the field that the Lord God had made. He
said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You
shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2 And the
woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the
fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You
shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the
midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest
you die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the woman,
“You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that
when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
Who is right and who is wrong in this passage?
The serpent says that God is wrong and that God’s
words are wrong. Furthermore, if Adam and Eve
stop listening to and trusting God and God’s word,
and they eat the fruit, i.e. do what is wrong, their
eyes will be opened, and they will see rightly. They
will know good and evil, right and wrong, or
should that be right or wrong, or perhaps right
from wrong?
Generally, we tend to think of right and wrong as
mutually exclusive concepts. One is either right or
wrong. Of course, we turn this into various shades
of right and wrong, which turns the world into
grey. Except for hair colour, most human beings
seem to prefer grey to the black and white of wrong
and right.
As most of us have experienced since before we
were even cognizant of the ramifications of right
and wrong, we have learned that wrong is not just
wrong. Wrong is bad. Likewise, right is good.
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These associations quickly move from deed to
being, i.e. from doing something wrong to then
being someone wrong. Therein lies the conundrum. Do we do wrong because we are wrong or
does our doing something wrong make us
wrong? Are we evil because we do something
evil or does our being evil lead us to doing evil?
The same type of questioning applies to right
and good.
So, how does this apply to Adam and Eve? Did
they stop listening to and trusting God and eat
the fruit because they did not know right from
wrong, good from evil, or did they already know
the difference and disobey God, thus doing
wrong and committing evil? Before “the Fall”
were Adam and Eve basically good or basically
evil, generally right or generally wrong?
These questions seem very simple, but they determine humanity’s whole perception of itself
individually and collectively. Since the Renaissance (generally 14th to 17th centuries) and the
Enlightenment (generally 17th to 19th centuries),
western society has gradually moved from being
dominated by a monolithic “church” to reliance
on human reason and individualism. The
crowning jewel of this movement has been the
rise and dominance of scientific theory and the
belief that “numbers do not lie.” In the course of
time, these philosophical, intellectual, and scientific forces have removed the question of God
from the categories of good and evil, of right
and/or wrong. Human reason knows not only
good from evil, right from wrong. Human reason knows more; it knows best!
In the interplay of intellectual concepts, classifications, theories, and debates not only has God
been removed from intellectual, social, scientific,
and political discourse, whenever God does
“appear,” God is generally declared to be irrelevant, non-existent, or even evil, perhaps especially evil. Christians are increasingly experiencing this. Compared to their counterparts in
Europe and other parts of the Americas, however, this phenomenon is relatively new to Christians in the US, and the pace of change as the US
“catches up” with the neo-pagan forces experi-

enced elsewhere has been for many US Christians dizzying at best.
The recent US Supreme Court decision on Title
VII of the 1964 Civil Right Act is a case in point.
Amongst other categories, that law forbade discrimination in the workplace due to one’s sex.
Plainly, when the law was written that prohibition was designed to protect women from discrimination. However, in its June 2020 decision,
the US supreme court like a Vatican promulgation “revealed” that the word “sex” also includes
“sexual identity” and “sexual orientation.” This
is because the US Supreme court lumped homosexual and transgender cases into one decision.
Clearly, this decision means that “sex” has nothing to do with one’s genetic makeup. Sadly, and
ironically for an employment case, this decision
means that billions of X and Y chromosome are
now out of a job.
Whereas this decision claims to pertain to employment, this ruling and its new definition of
“sex” will not remain confined to employment.
Take the issue of transgenderism in sports. At
present, there is a very real phenomenon of
transgender males competing and dominating in
girls sports. Females have already sought legal
protection from genetic males beating them in
their own arena. If such legal action should
make its way to the US Supreme Court, how
would justices like Ruth Bader Ginsburg decide
such a case? What criteria would she use? Ginsburg supposedly fervently favours women’s
rights, but she also supported the decision to
disregard genetics when redefining the word
“sex.” So, given the choice between genetic
males competing against genetic females in
women’s sports, how would the Ruth Bader
Ginsburgs of the court, and of the world, choose
who or what is right?
Apart from this particular issue, the broader and
real question is much larger. How does the
secular world in general decide what is right or
wrong, what is good or evil? If the modern
world has been characterized by individualism
informed by philosophical, intellectual, and scientific reason, then the post-modern world
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seems only to be characterized by individualism.
The good of an individual determined by that
individual overrides the rules and norms of society, even the common definitions of its language. If that is the case, then how can right and
wrong, good and evil be decided in any society
greater than one? Is that not how dictatorships
operate?
As decisions are nonetheless being made, then
something must still be guiding them. If such
decisions are not being guided positively and
constructively by philosophical, intellectual, and
scientific reason, then perhaps they are being
guided by something negative, namely by doing
the opposite of what secular humanists believe
to be biblical. In other words, being anti-biblical
and particularly anti-Christian now seems to be
the anti-rational “reason” which guides the decisive
forces in western society. When faced with such
anti-rational, anti-biblical phenomena, what is a
Christian to do?
When the young friar, Martin Luther, stood before the emperor and all the secular and ecclesial
powers of the Holy Roman Empire in the German town of Worms in 1521, he was asked to recant his writings. Luther replied that if he were
not “convinced by the testimony of the Scriptures or by clear reason (ratione evidente),” then
his conscience was captive to the word of God,
and he would not and could not recant.
When confronted by the anti-biblical and antiChristian forces deciding, defining, and dividing
western society today, let us remember what the
Bible actually says, “You have heard that it was
said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your
enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and
pray for those who persecute you,...” (Matthew
5:43-33). That really undermines the whole
secular humanist enterprise and their prejudicial
perceptions of scripture and Christianity.

La Mesa Business
Disaster Recovery
Some St. Luke's members had inquired whether
St. Luke's would be involved assisting the community after the rioting in La Mesa a few weeks
ago. Given the church's size and overall age,
the church council did not see many members
being in a position to be help physically. So,
the church council at its last meeting voted to
donate $1,000.00 to the La Mesa Business Disaster Recovery account via GoFundMe. The fund
was started with a goal of collecting $50,000.00.
As of 23 June 2020, the total received thus far
was $199,088.00. Mr. Phil Ortiz who started the
account says, "Thank you so much for the donation! How generous!"

Many Thanks
Marge Hersom writes in her Thanks You card to
the congregation, "To my friends, all of you at
St. Luke's, to our Pastor Mark, your sense of humor is irreplaceable, to you Amy with so many
talents; we couldn't function without your
skills, to Eugenio our grounds and buildings are
simply beautiful and clean, to Liz Dunnigan,
your clever and lovely floral displays you so lovingly design, thank you.
I love and miss you all. Thanks for your love
and blessings you have given my family during
our time of need. Your sense of humor, your
care for each other, your love of God, our Father. You are all in my conversations with God.
To Renée, love your connection with our young
families, the children are fun to watch and listen to. Thank you, Marge Hersom

VBS Care Packets
Due to the coronavirus pandemic, Vacation Bible School (VBS) 2020 has been cancelled as an
in-person event for the week of 13-17 July. As
VBS is such an important part of St. Luke's mission and ministry, the church council and office
are busy planning VBS via Care Packets instead.
Collection of the VBS 2020 Care Packets will be
on Monday, 13 July.
Pastor Mark
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Vacation Bible School at Home
Stop by St. Luke’s on July 13th
between 5pm and 7pm
to pick up your VBS care pack!

We’ve created care packs with daily lessons, crafts and activities
for you and your children to use during that week.
We will also provide online access to more VBS activities, watch the website and email
for more inofrmation.
Please contact the office if you would like to reserve a pack.

Members, do you have changes to your address, email address or phone number?
Have you noticed your special day has not been mentioned in the newsletter?
Send the office an email or give Amy a call to update your member information.
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Coffee Hour
Due to COVID-19 mandates Coffee
Hour will be cancelled for the month of
July.
Pastor Mark continues to use Facebook Live for
the sermon portion of our Sunday worship service.
Please like and follow the page for more information.

If you would like to host coffee hour at a
later date, please sign up and let the office know. We will continue to keep
everyone notified of the status.

(619)463-1484
7633 El Cajon Blvd # 300,
La Mesa, CA 91942
Each month our newsletter is published for free due to
the advertisements of local businesses.
Please take a moment and search the last page and see
if the services they provide could help you.
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JULY WORSHIP TEXT
5th—Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
First Lesson — Zechariah 9: 9-12
Psalm 145: 1-14
Second Lesson — Romans 7: 14-25a
Gospel Lesson — Matthew 11: 25-30
12th—Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
First Lesson — Isaiah 55: 10-13
Judi Cole — July 12th
Martha Applegate — July 17th
Jennifer Killion — July 20th
Sarah Scott — July 22nd

Psalm 65 1-13
Second Lesson — Romans 8: 12-17
Gospel Lesson — Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23
19th — Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
First Lesson — Isaiah 44: 6-8
Psalm 119: 57-64
Second Lesson — Romans 8: 18-27
Gospel Lesson — Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43
26th—Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
First Lesson — Deuteronomy 7: 6-9

Peter & Karen Mylerberg
July 26th
George & Karen Parcells
July 29th

Psalm 125
Second Lesson — Romans 8: 28-39
Gospel Lesson — Matthew 13: 44-52
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PRAYER CALENDAR
“Pray!”
PRAY FOR

SCRIPTURE

1

Help of the Spirit

Romans 8: 26-28

2

The Blessing of Others

3

Straight Paths

4

Strength of the Battle

Ephesians 6: 10-17

5

Perseverance in Prayer

Luke 18: 1-8

6

Good Soil

7

The Leading of the Spirit

Galatians 5: 16-18

8

Fruit of the Spirit

Galatians 5: 22-23

9

The Good Portion

Luke 10: 38-42

10

Guidance

Psalm 25: 4-10

11

Unity

12

Protection

13

Reliance on God

14

The Spirit of Wisdom

15

The Glory of Christ’s Name

11 Thessalonians 1: 11-12

16

Establish Our Hearts

11 Thessalonians 2: 16-17

17

Knowledge of God’s Love

18

Delight in God’s Word

19

Knowledge of God’s Will

Colossians 1: 9-14

20

Unity of the Faith

Ephesians 4: 11-16

21

Growth of Love

22

Attentiveness to the Word

Proverbs 4: 20-27

23

Thankfulness for Others

11 Timothy 1: 6-10

24

Boldness

25

Steadfastness

James 1: 5-8

26

Wisdom

James 1: 5-8

27

Good Stewardship

1 Peter 4: 7-11

28

Watchfulness

1 Peter 5: 6-7

29

Compassion

Colossians 3: 12-15

30

Peace of God

Philippians 4: 4-9

31

Faithfulness in Prayer

1 Peter 3: 8-9
Proverbs 3: 5-7

Mark 4: 14-20

1 Corinthians 1: 10-15
Psalm 31: 1-5
11 Corinthians 1: 8-11
Ephesians 1: 16-21

Ephesians 3: 14-21
Psalm 1: 1-3

1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3

James 1: 2-4, 12

1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24
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JULY WORSHIP TEAMS
Reader G. Knippelmeyer July 5, 12/ Ted Olsen July 19, 26
Altar Guild Colleen Olsen
5th

Prayers of the People

Pastor Mark Menacher

Projectionist TBD
Communion Assistants — Wine Thelma Pace
Usher Team George Hauk
Acolytes TBD

12th

Prayers of the People

MaryAnn Boullain

Projectionist TBD
Communion Assistants — Wine Stephanie Brown
Greeter JoAnn Hendrickson
Usher Team Jillian Barnard
Acolytes Tavis Brown

19th

Prayers of the People

Jillian Barnard

Projectionist TBD
Communion Assistants — Wine Liz Dunnigan
Greeters TBD
Usher Team Randy Engel
Acolytes TBD

26th

Prayers of the People Randy Engel
Projectionist TBD
Communion Assistant — Wine Stephanie Brown
Greeters Jillian Barnard
Usher Team Jillian Barnard
Acolytes Tavis Brown

9:00 am Counters

9:00 am Worship
10:30 am Quarterly
Congregational Mtg

9:00 am Counters

20

9:00 am Counters
VBS Pack pick up

13

9:00 am Counters

27

Worship

Worship

Worship

6

Mon

26

9:00 am

19

9:00 am

12

9:00 am

5

Sun

Tai Chi
Staff

8:00 am Tai Chi
11:00 am Staff

28

8:00 am
11:00 am

21

8:00 am Tai Chi
11:00 am Staff

14

8:00 am Tai Chi
11:00 am Staff

7

Tue

29

22

15

8

1

Wed

JULY 2020

8:00 am Tai Chi

30

8:00 am Tai Chi

23

8:00 am Tai Chi

16

8:00 am Tai Chi

9

8:00 am Tai Chi

2

Thu

31

24

17

10
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Campus/
Office closed

Fri

9-10 am Altar Guild

25

9-10 am Altar Guild

18

9-10 am Altar Guild
10:00 am—WSL

11

9-10 am Altar Guild
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Sat
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL


Worship Service: Sundays, 9:00 am in the Sanctuary.



Office/Campus will be closed July 3rd, in observance of July 4th.



WSL committee will meet July 11th at 10:00am in Lower Level.



At Home VBS pack pick up is July 13th between 5pm-7pm in the large parking lot.

St. Luke’s Mission Statement:
We are called as a community of Christians saved by grace
—through faith alone in Jesus Christ—
to spread the Holy Gospel in word, sacrament, and action
soli deo gloria.

