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The following excerpt is a continuation from last
month of Luther’s “The Holy and Blessed Sacrament of Baptism” (1519). The final installment in
this series will appear in the August edition of “The
Parish Rebuilder.”
9. You ask, “How does baptism help me, if it does
not altogether blot out and remove sin?” This is the
place for a right understanding of the sacrament of
baptism. This blessed sacrament of baptism helps
you because in it God allies himself with you and
becomes one with you in a gracious covenant of
comfort.
In the first place you give yourself up to the sacrament of baptism and to what it signifies. That is,
you desire to die, together with your sins, and to be
made new at the Last Day. This is what the sacrament declares, as has been said. God accepts this
desire at your hands and grants you baptism. From
that hour he begins to make you a new person. He
pours into you his grace and Holy Spirit, who begins to slay nature and sin, and to prepare you for
death and the resurrection at the Last Day.
In the second place you pledge yourself to continue
in this desire, and to slay your sin more and more
as long as you live, even until your dying day. This
too God accepts. He trains and tests you all your
life long, with many good works and with all kinds
of sufferings. Thereby he accomplishes what you in
baptism have desired, namely, that you may become free from sin, die, and rise again at the Last
Day, and so fulfill your baptism. Therefore we read
and see how bitterly he has let his saints be tor-
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tured, and how much he has let them suffer, in
order that, almost slain, they might fulfill the
sacrament of baptism, die, and be made new. For
when this does not happen, when we do not suffer and are not tested, then the evil nature gains
the upper hand so that a person invalidates his
baptism, falls into sin, and remains the same old
man he was before.
10. So long as you keep your pledge to God, he in
turn gives you his grace. He pledges himself not
to impute to you the sins which remain in your
nature after baptism, neither to take them into
account nor to condemn you because of them.
He is satisfied and well pleased if you are constantly striving and desiring to conquer these
sins and at your death to be rid of them. For this
reason, although evil thoughts and appetites
may be at work, indeed even though at times
you may sin and fall, these sins are already broken by the power of the sacrament and covenant. The one condition is that you rise again
and enter again into the covenant, as St. Paul
says in Romans 8[:1]. No one who believes in
Christ is condemned by the evil, sinful inclination of his nature, if only he does not follow it
and give in to it. St. John the Evangelist writes in
his epistle [I John 2:1–2], “If any one does sin, we
have an advocate with God, even Jesus Christ,
who has become the forgiveness of our sins.” All
this takes place in baptism, where Christ is given
us, as we shall hear in the treatise which follows.
11. Now if this covenant did not exist, and God
were not so merciful as to wink at our sins, there
could be no sin so small but it would condemn
us. For the judgment of God can endure no sin.
Therefore there is no greater comfort on earth
than baptism. For it is through baptism that we
come under the judgment of grace and mercy,
which does not condemn our sins but drives
them out by many trials. There is a fine sentence
of St. Augustine which says, “Sin is altogether
forgiven in baptism; not in such a manner that it
is no longer present, but in such a manner that it
is not imputed.” It is as if he were to say, “Sin remains in our flesh even until death and works

without ceasing. But so long as we do not give
our consent to it or desire to remain in it, sin is
so overruled by our baptism that it does not condemn us and is not harmful to us. Rather it is
daily being more and more destroyed in us until
our death.”
For this reason no one should be terrified if he
feels evil lust or love, nor should he despair even
if he falls. Rather he should remember his baptism, and comfort himself joyfully with the fact
that God has there pledged himself to slay his
sin for him and not to count it a cause for condemnation, if only he does not say Yes to sin or
remain in it. Moreover these wild thoughts and
appetites, and even a fall into sin, should not be
regarded as an occasion for despair. Regard
them rather as an admonition from God that we
should remember our baptism and what was
there spoken, that we should call upon God’s
mercy and exercise ourselves in striving against
sin, that we should even welcome death in order
that we may be rid of sin.
12. Here, then, is the place to discuss the third
thing in the sacrament: faith. Faith means that
one firmly believes all this: that this sacrament
not only signifies death and the resurrection at
the Last Day, by which a person is made new to
live without sin eternally, but also that it assuredly begins and achieves this; that it establishes
a covenant between us and God to the effect that
we will fight against sin and slay it, even to our
dying breath, while he for his part will be merciful to us, deal graciously with us, and—because
we are not sinless in this life until purified by
death—not judge us with severity.
So you understand how in baptism a person becomes guiltless, pure, and sinless, while at the
same time continuing full of evil inclinations. He
can be called pure only in the sense that he has
started to become pure and has a sign and covenant of this purity and is ever to become more
pure. Because of this God will not count against
him his former impurity. A person is thus pure
by the gracious imputation of God, rather than
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by virtue of his own nature. As the prophet says
in Psalm 32[:1–2], “Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven; blessed is the man to whom the
Lord imputes no iniquity.”
This faith is of all things the most necessary, for
it is the ground of all comfort. He who does not
possess such faith must despair of his sins. For
the sin which remains after baptism makes it impossible for any good works to be pure before
God. For this reason we must boldly and without
fear hold fast to our baptism, and set it high
against all sins and terrors of conscience. We
must humbly admit, “I know full well that I cannot do a single thing that is pure. But I am baptized, and through my baptism God, who cannot
lie, has bound himself in a covenant with me. He
will not count my sin against me, but will slay it
and blot it out.”
13. So, then, we understand that the innocence
which is ours by baptism is so called simply and
solely because of the mercy of God. For he has
begun this work in us, he bears patiently with
our sin, and he regards us as if we were sinless.
This also explains why Christians are called in
the Scriptures the children of mercy, a people of
grace, and men of God’s good will. It is because
through baptism they have begun to become
pure; by God’s mercy with respect to the sins
that still remain they are not condemned; until,
finally, through death and at the Last Day, they
become wholly pure, just as the sign of baptism
shows.
Therefore those people err greatly who think
that through baptism they have become wholly
pure. They go about in their ignorance and do
not slay their sin. Indeed they do not admit that
it is sin. They simply persist in it, and so make
their baptism of no effect. They continue to depend only on a few external works. Meanwhile
pride, hatred, and other evils in their nature,
which they disregard, grow worse and worse.
How contrary this is! Sin, evil inclination, must
be recognized as truly sin. That it does not harm

us, however, is to be ascribed to the grace of
God. He will not count sin against us if only we
keep striving against it with many trials, tasks,
and sufferings, and at last slay it at death. To
them who do this not, God will not forgive
their sins. For they do not live according to
their baptism and covenant, and they hinder
the work of God and of their baptism which
has been begun.
14. Those who presume to blot out and put
away their sin by “satisfaction” are the same
sort of people. They go so far as to disregard
their baptism, as if they had no more need of it
beyond the fact of having once been baptized.
They do not know that baptism is in force all
through life, even until death, yes—as said
above—even to the Last Day. For this reason
they presume to find some other way of blotting out sin, namely, by works. So for themselves and for all others, they create evil, terrified, and uncertain consciences, and despair at
the hour of death. They do not know how they
stand with God, thinking that by sin they have
now lost their baptism and that it profits them
no more.
Guard yourself, by all means, against this error.
For as has been said, if anyone has fallen into
sin, he should all the more remember his baptism, how God has here made a covenant with
him to forgive all his sins, if only he will fight
against them even until death. Upon this truth,
upon this alliance with God, a man must joyfully dare to rely. Then baptism again goes into
force and operation. Then his heart again becomes peaceful and glad, not in his own works
or “satisfaction,” but in the mercy of God
promised to him in baptism, a mercy which
God will keep forever. This faith a person must
hold so firmly that he would cling to it even
though everything and all sins attacked him.
For he who lets himself be forced away from
this faith makes God a liar in his promise in
the sacrament of baptism (LW 35:33-37).
Continued ….
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VBS is Coming!
Vacation Bible School (VBS) 2022 takes place 2529 July! This year’s curriculum is “Jerusalem
Marketplace,” and the daily themes are:
(1) Jesus is King
(2) Jesus showed God’s Love
(3) Jesus loves us
(4) Jesus died for us
(5) Jesus lives.
In our world of market based realities, however,
the word of God is not “for sale.” Instead, God in
Christ has paid every price to give us this gift of
salvation free of charge! That is why, unlike
other churches, St. Luke’s does not charge for
attending VBS. If you would like to volunteer
with VBS, please see Pastor Mark or Judi.

Members, do you have changes to your address, email address or phone number?
Have you noticed your special day has not been
mentioned in the newsletter?
Send the office an email or give Amy a call to
update your member information.
619-463-6633 or office-sllc@att.net

Pastor Mark

Upcoming Events—Mark Your Calendars:
Lower Level will be unavailable July 11-22 due to a 2 week course held 8am-5pm,
please see the office to reschedule any activity.
Project Day Ladies—July 5, August 9 & 23
BIBLE STUDY beginning September 10, at 10:00am —Book of James
Women of St. Luke’s Committee—quarterly meeting—September 10 at 11:15am.
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2022

.

God Made the Universe-God Promises a Savior
Jesus the Savior Is Born-Jesus the Savior Is Risen
Jesus the Savior Reigns!
July 25th - 29th, Monday through Friday, from 5:30 pm - 8:00 pm.
Each day, God's word brings us new life in five exciting Bible stories.
Each Bible story shows how much God's word brings faith
to life to give the promise of eternal life.








Each day's Bible adventure from preschool through sixth grade includes:
Dinner
Bible Stories
Songs
Snacks
Crafts and Games
Lots of Fun Learning
Learning Opportunities for Adults Too

Learn of God's Miraculous Mission. No Charge!
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Pastor Mark continues to use Facebook Live
for the sermon portion of our Sunday
worship service. Please like and follow the
page for more information on events.

Looking for sponsor/host
for coffee hour!
Please sign up in the kitchen
to bring treats and make coffee.
July 3 — open
July 10— open
July 17 — Jillian Barnard
July 24—Congregational meeting
July 31—open

(619)463-1484
7633 El Cajon Blvd # 300,
La Mesa, CA 91942
Each month our newsletter is published for free due to
the advertisements of local businesses.
Please take a moment and search the last page and see
if the services they provide could help you.
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JULY WORSHIP TEXT
3rd—Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
First Lesson — Isaiah 66: 10-14
Psalm 66: 1-7
Second Lesson — Galatians 6: 1-10, 14-18
Gospel Lesson — Luke 10: 1-20
Judi Cole — July 12th
Martha Applegate — July 17th
Jennifer Killion — July 20th
Sarah Scott — July 22nd
Cheryl Walczak– July 23rd

10th—Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
First Lesson — Leviticus 19: 9-18
Psalm 41
Second Lesson — Colossians 1: 1-14
Gospel Lesson — Luke 10: 25-37
17th — Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
First Lesson — Genesis 18: 1-14
Psalm 27: 7-14
Second Lesson — Colossians 1: 21-29
Gospel Lesson — Luke 10: 38-42
24th—Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

Peter & Karen Mylerberg
July 26th
George & Karen Parcells
July 29th

First Lesson — Genesis 18: 20-33
Psalm 138
Second Lesson — Colossians 2: 6-19
Gospel Lesson — Luke 11: 1-13
31st—Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
First Lesson — Ecclesiastes 1: 2, 12-25; 2: 18-26
Psalm 100
Second Lesson — Colossians 3: 1-11
Gospel Lesson — Luke 12: 13-21
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JULY PRAYER CALENDAR
Pray God’s WORD
1

Ephesians 6: 14-20

2

Psalm 25: 1-7

3

2 Thessalonians 3: 1-5

4

Colossians 1: 9-14

5

Philippians 1: 9-11

6

Hebrews 4: 12-16

7

Ephesians 1: 15-19

8

Ephesians 4: 1-8

9

Ephesians 4: 15-16

10

1 Thessalonians 3: 11-13

171

11

Philemon 1: 4-6

for you teach me your statutes.

12

Ephesians 8: 26-30

13

Philippians 4: 4-9

172

14

1 Thessalonians 5: 16-25

for all your commandments are right.

15

Hebrews 13: 18-21

16

Romans 15: 30-33

17

Psalm 119: 33-40

18

2 Thessalonians 1: 11-12

19

Colossians 4: 2-6

20

Galatians 6: 7-10

21

Romans 15: 4-7

22

Psalm 19: 7-14

23

Psalm 86: 10-13

24

2 Corinthians 12: 9-10

25

1 Timothy 6: 11-16

26

Hebrews 5: 1-10

27

Ephesians 3: 14-21

28

Psalm 143: 8-12

29

2 Timothy 1: 13-14

30

Isaiah 43: 1-3

31

Psalm 100: 1-5

169

Let my cry come before you, O Lord;

give me understanding according to your word!

170

Let my plea come before you;

deliver me according to your word

173

My lips will pour forth praise,

My tongue will sing of your word,

Let your hand be ready to help me,
for I have chosen your precepts.

174

I long for your salvation, O Lord,
and your law is my delight.

175

Let my soul live and praise you,
and let your rules help me.

176

I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek your servant,
for I do not forget your commandments.

Psalm 119: 169-176
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JULY WORSHIP TEAMS
Reader Doris Snashall
Altar Guild Terry East

3rd

Prayers of the People

Pastor Mark Menacher

Projectionist Shirley Carrington
Communion Assistant Ted Olsen
Usher Team Randy Engel
Acolytes Gabby Bruflat & Jet Bruflat
10th

Prayers of the People

MaryAnn Boullain

Projectionist Gail Knippelmeyer
Communion Assistant Gleason Snashall
Greeter JoAnn Hendrickson
Usher Team George Hauk
17th

Prayers of the People

Randy Engel

Projectionist Shirley Carrington
Communion Assistant Judi Cole
Greeter Jillian Barnard
Usher Team Randy Engel
Acolytes Gabby Bruflat & Jet Bruflat
24th

Prayers of the People Jillian Barnard
Projectionist Gail Knippelmeyer
Communion Assistant Judi Cole
Greeter Jillian Barnard
Usher Team George Hauk

31st

Prayers of the People Gleason Snashall
Projectionist Shirley Carrington
Communion Assistant Jillian Barnard
Usher Team Randy Engel

9:00 am

31

Worship

7:45 am

Tai Chi

27

Lower Level unavailable

20

Lower Level unavailable
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Wed

Tai Chi

7:45 am

28
Tai Chi

Lower Level unavailable
7:45 am Tai Chi
Fireside room

21

Lower Level unavailable
7:45 am Tai Chi
Fireside room

14

7:45 am

7

Thu

29

Lower Level unavailable

22

Lower Level unavailable

15

8

1

Fri

Jerusalem Marketplace VBS - 5:30pm-8:00pm - Monday through Friday

1:30 pm Counters

9:00 am Worship
10:30 am Quarterly
Congregational Mtg

Lower Level unavailable
7:45 am Tai Chi
Fireside room

Lower Level unavailable
9:00 am Counters

26

19

Lower Level unavailable
7:45 am Tai Chi
Fireside room

Lower Level unavailable
1:30 pm Counters

18

12

7:45 am Tai Chi
9:00 am Counters
9:30 am Project Day

5

Tue

11

Office & Campus
Closed

HAPPY 4th of JULY
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Worship

Worship

Worship

4

Mon

24

9:00 am

17

9:00 am

10

9:00 am

3

Sun

JULY 2022

9:00 am Altar Guild

30

9:00 am Altar Guild

23

9:00 am Altar Guild

16

9:00 am Altar Guild

9

9:00 am Altar Guild

2
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL


Worship Service: Sundays, 9:00 am in the Sanctuary.



Office/Campus will be closed July 4th, in observance of Independence Day.



Quarterly Congregational Meeting—July 24th following worship service.



VBS in person July 25—29, 5:30pm-8:00pm; free of charge in Lower Level.

St. Luke’s Mission Statement:
We are called as a community of Christians saved by grace
—through faith alone in Jesus Christ—
to spread the Holy Gospel in word, sacrament, and action
soli deo gloria.

