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Keep Your Clothes On!
St. Paul writes to the Corinthians:

We invite you to join
St. Luke's Lutheran Church
Please contact Amy in the office to
discuss membership or to arrange an
appointment with the pastor:
619-463-6633 or office-sllc@att.net
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"For we know that if the tent that is our earthly
home is destroyed, we have a building from God, a
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this tent we groan, longing to put on
our heavenly dwelling, if indeed by putting it on
we may not be found naked. For while we are still
in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that
we would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be
swallowed up by life. He who has prepared us for
this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit
as a guarantee" (II Corinthians 5:1-5).
As is common in the Bible, Paul is speaking in
metaphors. We human beings often use figurative
language to communicate complicated ideas.
When we do so, however, the images which we
use sometimes bring along with them
connotations which are not helpful.
For example, in the passage above Paul talks about
having a "building from God" which then becomes
a tent which then seems to become clothing. The
building is "eternal in the heavens" but is a tent in
which we dwell without which we would be naked! That said, neither the building nor the tent
nor the tent become clothing, if worn on earth,
would prevent us from being naked in an earthly
sense. If you think that this is all too risqué, keep
your clothes and your hat on too!
In a passage like this, Paul is speaking metaphorically chiefly about baptism. As Paul says in Galatians 3:27, "For as many of you as were baptized
into Christ have put on Christ." Does that mean
through baptism that Jesus could launch home,
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camping, and clothing produce lines and secure
a tidy prophet?
The Bible is full of ways of trying to describe and
define the seemingly improbably if not impossible with pictures. How can one adequately or
even rationally talk about the idea of God becoming a human being? How does one convincingly describe the Trinity, one God in three persons? What does it really mean in baptism when
we say with Scripture that we have died and are
raised to newness of life when it only appears
that we are just a little wetter? Furthermore, Lutherans say that no matter who appears to be
performing the baptism, it is really Jesus who is
doing it. How can that be?Similarly, when we
celebrate the Lord's Supper, Lutherans confess
that the bread and the wine are actually the
body and blood of Jesus. Even though the bread
and wine remain bread and wine, Jesus promises
to be present in the bread and wine forgiving our
sins. Furthermore, regardless of who is speaking
the word of institution, i.e. "Our Lord Jesus
Christ, on the night when he was betrayed ...,"
Lutherans say that Jesus is saying those words.
How can that be?
In Matthew 10:40, Jesus says, "Whoever receives
you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who sent me." In other words, or
perhaps better, with the words from the Word
incarnate, Jesus's words create their own reality,
just like the words of God at creation. When
God speaks, it is true. It happens. God's word
by nature is promise, is reality.
This concept is very difficult for us to grasp because we know that human words are so often
frail, fallible, and false. To confuse matters even
worse, the same mouth which can speaking fallacies one moment, might be speaking God's
truthful promises the next. So, how do we know
which words to believe and which words to reject? Sadly, we don't, but God does.
In the his explanation to the third article of the
Apostles' Creed, Luther writes,
"I believe that by my own reason or strength I

cannot believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come
to him. But the Holy Spirit has called me
through the Gospel, enlightened me with his
gifts, and sanctified and preserved me in true
faith, just as he calls, gathers, enlightens, and
sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth
and preserves it in union with Jesus Christ in the
one true faith. In this Christian church he daily
and abundantly forgives all my sins, and the sins
of all believers, and on the last day he will raise
me and all the dead and will grant eternal life to
me and to all who believe in Christ. This is most
certainly true."
Look at that opening line, "I believe that ... I cannot believe..." All by ourselves, our own faith is
at best a faith in our faithlessness - such a contradiction in terms! Luther continues, "But the
Holy Spirit has called me through the Gospel ...
just as he calls ... the whole Christian church on
earth..."
This is part of the good news, God calling us
through the gospel. It is all God's doing, done
for us by God as a gift. In spite of ourselves and
our sin, God brings Jesus' words to us sinners
through us sinners to proclaim his forgiveness of
sins to us sinners. The Holy Spirit takes what
appear to be human words and through them
creates a divine, living faith in our dead hearts
through our deaf ears. How does God make this
happen? As Luther explains,
"It is God’s nature to make something out of
nothing; hence one who is not yet nothing, out
of him God cannot make anything. Man, however, makes something else out of that which
exists; but this has no value whatever. Therefore
God accepts only the forsaken, cures only the
sick, gives sight only to the blind, restores life
only to the dead, sanctifies only the sinners,
gives wisdom only to the unwise. In short, He
has mercy only on those who are wretched, and
gives grace only to those who are not in
grace" (WA 1:183-184). To which we can only,
say, "Amen!" or maybe even, "Hallelujah!" That,
however, might be just a little too exuberant for
us Lutherans!
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Many Thanks

Many Thanks, Malou Rogers

We are very grateful for all the work which went
into creating Vacation Bible School (VBS) Care
Packets which were collected or distributed to
families and friends of St. Luke's. We especially
thank Amy Hoffman, our invaluable office/
campus manager for devising the kits. We also
thank Betty Wiedmer for helping Amy prepare
and pack the VBS Care Packets. We thank the
church council for being on hand to distribute
the care packets via a drive-through collection.
Finally, we thank those parents and others who
helped the children utilize the VBS Care Packets
to continue to learn how much God loves us, especially during difficult times like the coronavirus pandemic.

As many are aware, Malou Rogers has jumped
into the breach to serve St. Luke's with her excellent musical talents. Malou first came to St.
Luke's as holiday cover in January 2020. Before
retirement, she was a choir teacher in the San
Diego school system for 25 years. She plays piano and organ. She has been a dean of the local
chapter of the American Guild of Organists. St.
Luke's is very grateful for her willingness to assist the congregation, especially in these uncertain times.

In-Person? Outdoors? What Gives?
The coronavirus pandemic has created many
challenges for our would in recent months, and
it appears as if those challenges will continue for
many months ahead. As we are aware, church
services at St. Luke's have gone from in-person
closed down, to virtual makeshift, to in-person
indoors, and most recently to in-person outdoors. Maybe virtual, makeshift, screen doors
are next!
The correct question is not, "What gives?" but
"Who gives?" The answer is, "You!" Since March
of this year, the members and friends of St.
Luke's have continued to bless the mission of the
church with their generosity. Offerings are
down but only by a single digit percentage. The
church council wishes to express its heartfelt
gratitude and admiration to all of you who continue to support the mission of this church in
these uncertain times with your faithful offerings
and other gifts. Thank-you.

Pastor Mark
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Vacation Bible School—At Home Rainforest Explorer
Vacation Bible School looked quite different this year!
With no option of having an in-person event, we jumped
on the bandwagon of providing an At-Home Rainforest
Explorer pack to over 35 children! Council members
handed these packs out and Pastor delivered more. Thank
you to Betty Wiedmer for helping assemble the packs!
Pictured: Judy Kirk’s grandchildren and Heilpern children
& council handing out the packs.
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St. Luke’s al fresco worship service
July 19, 2020
Photos courtesy of Tania Salas
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AUGUST WORSHIP TEXT
2nd
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
First Lesson — Isaiah 55: 11-5
Psalm 136:1-9, 23-26
Second Lesson — Romans 9: 1-13
Gospel Lesson — Matthew 14: 13-21
Karen Parcells

8/04

Tavis Brown

8/05

Nancy Kearns

8/18

Dick Denton

8/21

Steve Johnson

8/25

Tom Stubbs

8/27

Marie Handley

8/29

Loraine Wininger

8/29

Alice Boe

8/31

Marge Hersom

8/31

9th
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
First Lesson — Job 38: 4-8
Psalm 18: 1-16
Second Lesson — Romans 10: 5-17
Gospel Lesson — Matthew 14: 22-33
16th
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
First Lesson — Isaiah 56: 1, 6-8
Psalm 67
Second Lesson —
Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-32
Gospel Lesson — Matthew 15: 21-28
23rd
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
First Lesson — Isaiah 51: 1-6
Psalm 138
Second Lesson — Romans 11: 33-12:8
Gospel Lesson — Matthew 16: 13-20

Looking for REAL ESTATE Assistance?
Call our own RANDY ENGEL with
Coldwell Banker
for all your REAL ESTATE needs!
619-401-3080
Each month our newsletter is published for free due to the advertisements of local businesses.

30th
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

First Lesson — Jeremiah 15: 15-21
Psalm 26
Second Lesson — Romans 12: 9-21
Gospel Lesson — Matthew 16: 21-28
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AUGUST PRAYER CALENDAR
“Safe in Christ”
1

Colossians 1: 11-20

2

Ephesians 1: 3-10

Before the throne of God above,

3

Ephesians 1:11-14

I have a strong and perfect plea,

4

1 Peter 1: 3-9

5

Philippians 4: 4-9

who ever lives and pleads for me.

6

1 Corinthians 1: 26-31

My name is graven on his hands,

7

2 Corinthians 1: 18-22

my name is written on his heart.

8

Philippians 1: 3-11

I know that while in heav'n he stands,

9

Galatians 3: 25-29

no tongue can bid me thence depart.

10

1 Thessalonians 5: 16-25

11

Colossians 2: 9-14

When Satan tempts me to despair

12

Colossians 2: 9-14

and tells me of the guilt within,

13

2 Corinthians 5: 17-21

14

Ephesians 2: 4-10

who made an end to all my sin.

15

Ephesians 2: 18-22

Because the sinless Savior died,

16

Romans 8: 1-4

17

1 John 3:1-3

18

2 Thessalonians 2: 13-17

19

2 Thessalonians 3: 1-5

20

Hebrews 4: 14-16

Behold him there, the risen Lamb,

21

Hebrews 6: 17-20

my perfect, spotless righteousness,

22

1 John 4: 13-16

the great unchangeable I AM,

23

Romans 5: 1-11

the King of glory and of grace!

24

Revelation 1: 4-7

One with himself I cannot die.

25

1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18

My soul is purchased by his blood!

26

Jude 24-25

My life is hid with Christ on high,

27

Hebrews 10: 19-23

28

John 15: 7-11

29

John 17: 20-26

30

Romans 8: 31-39

31

Revelation 21: 1-4

a great High Priest whose name is Love,

upward I look and see him there,

my sinful soul is counted free;
for God, the just, is satisfied
to look on him and pardon me.

with Christ, my Savior and my God.

Trinity Psalter Hymnal #277
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AUGUST WORSHIP TEAMS
Reader
Altar Guild
2nd

Communion Assistant — Wine

Randy Engel
Shirley Carrington
Liz Dunnigan

Prayers of the People Pastor Menacher
Usher Team George Hauk
9th

Communion Assistant — Wine

Thelma Pace

Prayers of the People Gail Knippelmeyer
Usher Team Randy Engel

16th

Communion Assistant — Wine

Liz Dunnigan

Prayers of the People Jillian Barnard
Usher Team George Hauk

23rd

Communion Assistant — Wine

Gail Knippelmeyer

Prayers of the People MaryAnn Boullain
Usher Team Randy Engel
30th

Communion Assistant — Wine

Thelma Pace

Prayers of the People Ted Olsen
Usher Team George Hauk

During the outside worship services, please adhere to social distancing from non family
members and wear a mask. We thank all of you for attending and your continued support.
If you are not attending in person worship, please feel free to visit our Facebook page at
approximately 9:20am on Sundays for Pastor’s sermon portion of the service. We provide copies via email of the worship service in a PowerPoint presentation along with the
bulletin. Please let the office know if you are not receiving these and would like to be
added to the email list.
Our website also has sermons available to listen to on Sunday afternoon.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL


Worship Service: Sundays, 9:00 am in the courtyard.



Quarterly Congregational Meeting August 9th following service..



WSL committee meeting August 4th at 10am in the garden courtyard area

St. Luke’s Mission Statement:
We are called as a community of Christians saved by grace
—through faith alone in Jesus Christ—
to spread the Holy Gospel in word, sacrament, and action
soli deo gloria.

