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Following the June and July newsletters, this is the
third and last excerpt from Luther’s “The Holy and
Blessed Sacrament of Baptism” (1519). Read again
and praise God for this wonderful sacrament given
to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord.
15. It is faith like this that the devil attacks most of
all. If he can overthrow it, he has won the battle.
For the sacrament of penance (of which we have
already spoken) also has its foundation in this sacrament, inasmuch as sins are forgiven only to
those who are baptized, to those whose sins God
has promised to forgive. The sacrament of penance thus renews and points out again the sacrament of baptism. It is as if the priest, in the absolution, were saying, “Lo, God has now forgiven you
your sin, as he long since promised you in baptism; and now he has commanded me, by the
power of the keys, to assure you of this forgiveness. Therefore you now come again into that
which baptism is and does. Believe, and you have
it. Doubt, and you are lost. So we find that
through sin baptism is indeed hindered in its
work, in the forgiveness and the slaying of sin. Yet
only by lack of faith in its operation is baptism
canceled out. Faith, in turn, removes the hindrance to the operation of baptism. Thus everything depends on faith.
To speak quite plainly, it is one thing to forgive
sins, and another thing to put them away or drive
them out. The forgiveness of sins is obtained by
faith, even though they are not entirely driven out.
But to drive out sins is to exercise ourselves
against them, and at last it is to die, for in death
sin perishes completely. But both the forgiveness
and the driving out of sins are the work of bap-
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tism. Thus the Apostle writes to the Hebrews
[12:1], who were baptized and whose sins were
forgiven, that they should lay aside the sin which
clings to them. For so long as I believe that God
will not count my sins against me, my baptism is
in force and my sins are forgiven, even though
they may still in a great measure be present. After that follows their driving out through sufferings, death, and the like. This is what we confess
in the article [of the Creed], “I believe in the
Holy Ghost, the forgiveness of sins,” and so
forth. Here there is special reference to baptism,
in which the forgiveness takes place through
God’s covenant with us; therefore we must not
doubt this forgiveness.
16. It follows, then, that baptism makes all sufferings, and especially death, profitable and
helpful, so that they simply have to serve baptism in the doing of its work, that is, in the slaying of sin. It cannot be otherwise. For he who
would fulfil the work and purpose of his baptism
and be rid of sin, must die. Sin, however, does
not like to die, and for this reason it makes death
so bitter and so horrible. Such is the grace and
power of God that sin, which has brought death,
is driven out again by its very own work, namely,
by death itself.
You find many people who wish to live in order
that they may become righteous and who say
that they would like to be righteous. Now there
is no shorter way or manner than through baptism and the work of baptism, which is suffering
and death. Yet so long as they are not willing to
take this way, it is a sign that they do not properly intend or know how to become righteous.
Therefore God has instituted many estates in life
in which men are to learn to exercise themselves
and to suffer. To some he has commanded the
estate of matrimony, to others the estate of the
clergy, to others the estate of temporal rule, and
to all he has commanded that they shall toil and
labor to kill the flesh and accustom it to death.
Because for all who are baptized, their baptism
has made the repose, ease, and prosperity of this
life a very poison and a hindrance to its work.
For in the easy life no one learns to suffer, to die

with gladness, to get rid of sin, and to live in harmony with baptism. Instead there grows only
love of this life and horror of eternal life, fear of
death and unwillingness to blot out sin.
17. Consider now the lives of men. Many there
are who fast, pray, go on pilgrimage, and exercise themselves in such things, thinking thereby
only to heap up merit and to sit down in the
high places of heaven; they no longer learn14 to
slay their evil vices. But fasting and all such exercises should be aimed at holding down the old
Adam, the sinful nature, and at accustoming it
to do without all that is pleasing for this life, and
thus preparing it more and more each day for
death, so that the work and purpose of baptism
may be fulfilled. And all these exercises and toils
are to be measured not by their number or their
greatness, but by the demands of baptism. That
is to say, everyone is to take upon himself so
much of these works as is good and profitable
for the suppressing of his sinful nature and for
the preparation of it for death. He is to increase
or diminish these works according as he sees sin
increasing or diminishing. As it is, people go
their way and take upon themselves this, that,
and the other task, doing now this, now that, according to the appearance or reputation of the
work. Afterward they let it drop just as quickly
and thus become altogether inconstant, till in
the end they amount to nothing. Indeed some of
them so rack their brains over the whole business, and so abuse nature, that they are useless
both to themselves and to others.
All this is the fruit of that doctrine with which
we have been so infatuated as to think that after
repentance or baptism we are without sin and
that our good works are to be heaped up for
their own sake or as a “satisfaction” for sins already done, but not for the blotting out of sin as
such. This is encouraged by those preachers who
preach unwisely the legends and deeds of the
blessed saints and hold them up as examples for
all. The ignorant easily fall for these things, and
effect their own destruction out of the examples
of the saints. God has given every saint a special
way and a special grace for living according to
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his baptism. But baptism and its significance
God has set as a common standard for everyone.
Each of us is to examine himself according to his
station in life and is to find what is the best way
for him to fulfil the work and purpose of his baptism, namely, to slay sin and to die in order that
Christ’s burden may thus grow light and easy
[Matt. 11:30] and not be carried with worry and
care. Solomon has this to say of it, “The toil of a
fool only wearies him, because he does not know
the way to the city” [Eccles. 10:15]. For even as
they are worried who wish to go to the city and
cannot find their way, so it is with these men
also; all their life and labor is a burden to them,
and yet accomplishes nothing.
18. In this place, then, belongs the common
question whether baptism, and the vow which
we there make to God, is something more or
greater than the vows of chastity, of the priesthood, or of the clergy. Since baptism is common
to all Christians, it is supposed that the clergy
have taken a special and a higher vow.
I answer: From what has been said, this is an
easy question to answer. For in baptism we all
make one and the same vow: to slay sin and to
become holy through the work and grace of God,
to whom we yield and offer ourselves, as clay to
the potter [Jer. 18:4–6]. In this no one is any better than another. But for a life in accordance
with baptism, for the slaying of sin, there can be
no one method and no special estate in life. This
is why I said that each man must test himself
that he may know in what estate he may best
slay sin and put a check upon his nature. It is
true, then, that there is no vow higher, better, or
greater than the vow of baptism. What more can
we promise than to drive out sin, to die, to hate
this life, and to become holy?
Over and above this vow, a person may indeed
bind himself to an estate which will be suitable
to him and helpful for the completion of his baptism. It is just as though two men went to the
same city, and the one went by the footpath, the
other by the highway, just as each thought best.
So he who binds himself to the estate of matrimony, walks in the toils and sufferings which

belong to that estate and lays upon himself its
burdens, in order that he may grow used to
pleasure and sorrow, avoid sin, and prepare himself for death better than he could do outside of
that estate.
But he who seeks more suffering, and by much
exercise would speedily prepare himself for
death and soon attain the goal of his baptism, let
him bind himself to chastity or to the spiritual
order. For the spiritual estate, if it is as it ought
to be, should be full of torment and suffering in
order that he who belongs to it may have more
exercise in the work of his baptism than the man
who is in the estate of matrimony, and through
such torment quickly grow used to welcoming
death with joy, and so attain the purpose of his
baptism.
Now above this estate there is yet a higher one,
that which rules in the spiritual order: the estate
of bishop, priest, and so forth. These men should
be well practiced in sufferings and works, and at
every hour be ready for death—to die not only
for their own sake, but also for the sake of those
who are their subjects.
Yet in all these estates the standard, of which we
spoke above, should never be forgotten, namely,
that a man should so exercise himself only to the
end that sin may be driven out. He should not be
guided by the number or the greatness of the
works. But, alas! how we have forgotten our baptism and what it means, what vows we made
there, and that we are supposed to walk in its
works and to attain its purpose! So, too, we have
forgotten about the ways to that goal and about
the estates. We hardly know to what end these
estates were instituted, or how we are to act in
them for the fulfilling of our baptism. They have
been made a sparkling show, and little more remains of them than a worldly display. As Isaiah
[1:22] says, “Your silver has become dross, your
wine mixed with water.” On this may God have
mercy! Amen.
19. If, then, the holy sacrament of baptism is a
matter so great, gracious, and full of comfort, we
should diligently see to it that we ceaselessly,
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joyfully, and from the heart thank, praise, and
honor God for it. For I fear that by our thanklessness we have deserved our blindness and
become unworthy of recognizing such grace.
The whole world was, and still is, full of baptism and the grace of God. But we have been
led astray into our own anxious works, and
then into indulgences and other similar false
comforts. We have thought that we are not to
trust God until we are righteous and have
made satisfaction for our sin, as though we
would buy God’s grace from him or pay him
for it.
In truth, he who does not see in God’s grace
how it bears with him as a sinner and will
make him blessed, he who looks forward only
to God’s judgment, will never be joyful in God,
and can neither love nor praise him. But if we
hear and firmly believe that in the covenant of
baptism God receives us sinners, spares us, and
makes us pure from day to day, then our heart
must be joyful, and love and praise God. Thus
God says through the prophet, “I will spare
them as a man spares his son” [Mal. 3:17].
Wherefore it is needful that we give thanks to
the Blessed Majesty, who shows himself so gracious and merciful toward us poor condemned
worms. And the work itself we must magnify
and acknowledge.
20. At the same time, however, we must also
beware lest a false security creep in and say to
itself, “If baptism is so gracious and great a
thing that God will not count our sins against
us, and as soon as we turn again from sin everything is right by virtue of baptism, then for
the present I will live and do my own will. Afterward, or when about to die, I will remember
my baptism and remind God of his covenant,
and then fulfil the work and purpose of my
baptism.”
Baptism is indeed that great a thing, that if you
turn again from sins and appeal to the covenant of baptism, your sins are forgiven. But
watch out, if you thus wickedly and wantonly
sin [and go presuming] on God’s grace, that
the judgment does not lay hold upon you and

anticipate your turning back. Beware lest, even if
you then desired to believe or trust in your baptism, your trial [Anfechtung] be, by God’s decree,
so great that your faith is not able to stand. If
they scarcely remain who do not sin or who only
fall because of sheer weakness, where shall your
wickedness remain, which has tempted and
mocked God’s grace?
Let us therefore walk with fear, that with a firm
faith we may hold fast to the riches of God’s
grace and joyfully give thanks to his mercy forever and ever. Amen (LW 35:38-43).
Pastor Mark
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The SLLC Library
Just Waiting for YOU!!
Have you visited the church library lately? WHAT?
You haven’t? Well, there are many books waiting on
the shelves for you all to read!! Really good books!
Nonfiction books: Cookbooks, poetry, song books,
lots of books on religion (wouldn’t you know?!), history, biography & autobiography (920 & 921) and
more! Come see.
Fiction books: We have a variety of fiction by fun
authors. Explore the shelves.
Kids’ books: A great variety for all ages of children.

Coming in soon!
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June Events:
BINGO & Craft Fair
Once again, the Women of St. Luke’s
committee “womaned” the raffle table
during the Summer Craft Show. Vendors
donate items and Judy Kirk assembles the
baskets along with a quilt sewn by Angie
Hauk. Customers of the fair buy tickets
and the raffle is held on the last day. This
is a huge fundraiser for WSL. Stop by during the next craft fair to not only help
WSL but pick up some lovely handcrafted
and vintage items.

Pictured:
Doris Snashall
& Pastor Mark

BINGO night was another great success!
Fun was had by all and we hope to see
more BINGO nights to come. Thank you
to Angie Hauk and Pastor Mark for all
your hard work!

Pictured: Pastor Mark & Jennifer Killion
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AUGUST WORSHIP TEXT
7th

Karen Parcells

8/04

Tavis Brown

8/05

Nancy Kearns

8/18

Steve Johnson

8/25

Tom Stubbs

8/27

Marie Handley

8/29

Loraine Wininger

8/29

Alice Boe

8/31

Marge Hersom

8/31

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
First Lesson — Genesis 15: 1-6
Psalm 33: 12-22
Second Lesson — Hebrews 11: 1-16
Gospel Lesson — Luke 12: 22-34

14th
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
First Lesson — Jeremiah 23: 16-29
Psalm 119: 81-88
Second Lesson — Hebrews 11: 17-31; 12-1-3
Gospel Lesson — Luke 12: 49-56)

21st
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
First Lesson — Isaiah 66: 18-23
Psalm 50: 1-15
Second Lesson — Hebrews 12: 4-24
Gospel Lesson — Luke 13: 22-30

28th
Looking for REAL ESTATE Assistance?
Call our own RANDY ENGEL with
Coldwell Banker
for all your REAL ESTATE needs!
619-401-3080
Each month our newsletter is published for free due to the
advertisements of local businesses.

Please take a moment each month
and see if the services
they provide could help you.

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
First Lesson — Proverbs 25: 2-10
Psalm 131
Second Lesson — Hebrews 13: 1-17
Gospel Lesson — Luke 14: 1-14
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AUGUST PRAYER CALENDAR
“To God Be The Glory!”
1

Psalm 29: 1-11

2

John 1: 1-8

3

Isaiah 40: 1-5

4

John 2: 1-11

Glory be to God the Son,

5

John 11: 1-4

Glory be to God the Spirit:

6

John 12: 23-32

Great Jehovah, Three in One!

7

John 13: 21-35

Glory, glory While eternal ages run!

8

John 14: 1-14

9

John 16: 12-15

10

John 17: 1-5

11

Philippians 1: 9-11

Glory be to Him who bought us,

12

Ephesians 1: 11-23

Made us kings with Him to reign!

13

Ephesians 3: 14-21

Glory, glory To the Lamb that once was slain!

14

Isaiah 42: 1-9

15

Philippians 2: 5-11

Glory to the King of angels,

16

Isaiah 61: 1-3

Glory to the Church’s King,

17

Psalm 96: 1-13

Glory to the King of nations;

18

Psalm 89: 11-18

Heav'n and earth, your praises bring!

19

Psalm 19: 1-6

Glory, glory To the King of glory sing!

20

1 Peter 4: 10-19

21

Hebrews 1: 1-4

Glory, blessing, praise eternal!

22

Hebrews 2: 6-13

Thus the choir of angels sings:

23

Isaiah 46: 8-13

Honor, riches, pow'r, dominion!

24

Romans 15: 1-7

Thus its praise creation brings.

25

11 Corinthians 3: to 4:6

26

Hebrews 13: 20-21

27

Isaiah 42: 10-13

28

Psalm 66: 1-9

29

Revelation 21: 19-27

30

Revelation 4: 8-11

31

Revelation 5: 9-14

Glory be to God the Father,

Glory be to Him who loved us,
Washed us from each spot and stain:

Glory, glory, Glory to the King of kings!

Lutheran Book of Worship
Hymn #506
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AUGUST WORSHIP TEAMS

7th

14th

21st

28th

Reader

Jillian Barnard

Altar Guild

J. Hendrickson

Communion Assistant

Ted Olsen

Prayers of the People

Pastor Menacher

Projectionist

Gail Knippelmeyer

Usher Team

George Hauk

Communion Assistant

Gleason Snashall

Prayers of the People

Randy Engel

Projectionist

Shirley Carrington

Usher Team

Jillian Barnard

Communion Assistant

Ted Olsen

Prayers of the People

Laurie Floren

Projectionist

Shirley Carrington

Usher Team

George Hauk

Communion Assistant

Terry East

Prayers of the People

MaryAnn Boullain

Projectionist

Gail Knippelmeyer

Usher Team

Jillian Barnard

Date

Coffee Hour Hosts

August 7
August 14

August 21
August 28
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9:00 am

28

9:00 am

21

9:00 am

14

9:00 am
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Worship

Worship

Worship

Worship

Sunday

Counters

9:00am Counters

29

1:30 pm

22

9:00 am Counters

15

Tai Chi

7:45 am Tai Chi

30

7:45 am Tai Chi
9:30 am Project Day

23

7:45 am Tai Chi

16

7:45 am Tai Chi
9:30 am Project Day

9

8
Counters

7:45 am

9:00 am Counters

1:30 pm

2

Tuesday

1

Monday

31

24

17

10

3

Wednesday

Craft Fair
9am-5pm
Craft Fair
4pm-7pm

26
7:45 am Tai Chi

19

12

5

Friday

25

7:45 am Tai Chi

18

7:45 am Tai Chi

11

7:45 am Tai Chi

4

Thursday

AUGUST 2022

Craft Fair
9am-3pm

9:00 am Altar Guild

27

9:00 am Altar Guild

22

9:00 am Altar Guild

13

9:00 am Altar Guild
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Dated Material
AUGUST 2022

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL


Worship Service: Sundays, 9:00 am in the courtyard.



Project Day Ladies meet August 9th & 23rd.



AppleCrate Craft Fair—August 25-27, see pg 5 for times.



ST Luke’s Theological Academy courses begin in September.

St. Luke’s Mission Statement:
We are called as a community of Christians saved by grace
—through faith alone in Jesus Christ—
to spread the Holy Gospel in word, sacrament, and action
soli deo gloria.

