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Mission Improbable
On the old TV series Mission Impossible, at the beginning of each episode the agents would received
their instructions on a recording which would selfdestruct after playing. It is a good thing that the
agents apparently had enduring and accurate recall
to plan and execute their mission. In contrast,
many of the rest of us find ourselves having ventured off into another room unable to remember
why we went there. Whenever I do this, I quickly
return to the room of origin and become even more
perplexed to find a tape player smoldering in the
smoke of self-destruction. Mission aborted! Fortunately, I now rarely have this problem, mainly because tape recording went out of vogue many years
ago.
The past century or so has seen tremendous technological change, and that change is so rapid that
younger generations are often unfamiliar with the
“ancient” technology which many today still remember using “way back when.” Who remembers
“party lines” as a technological advancement rather
than as a political divide? Those on a party line
were often eager, if not desperate finally to get a
private telephone line. Today, paradoxically, seemingly everyone is glued to their mobile telephones
constantly clamoring for attention by “sharing” almost every aspect of their lives on “social media.”
Perhaps party lines were not quite as popular because, well, how could one line accommodate
400,000,000 followers or twits or whatever?
These technological advancements have, of course,
made their way into the church. Sometimes we
benefit. Other times, we do not. St. Luke’s has a
screen and projector which is used for the entire
worship service except during the sermon. This is
so, I am told, because throwing rotten fruit at a
screen instead of the pulpit is not quite the
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same. Fortunately, the introduction of
“hymnal Sunday” has not only allowed people
to become reacquainted with using a hymnal,
it also prevents members from holding too
much rotten fruit in their hands at any given
time.
Even if unneeded, churches nowadays have
microphones, speakers, sound booths, internet connections, and many more virtual or
multimedia extravaganzas. To assist, some
companies even sell software products to enable consumers to connect to their own
church services via their mobile devices.
Download “On the Go with Jesus!” and one is
one click away from heaven. As good as that
sounds, such software is apparently aimed
only at members of “disadvantaged churches”
whose services are not televised. Perhaps the
most technologically important development
is the ease of electronic offerings. Many
churches have banks of tablet devices in the
church lobby, like slot machines, ready and
waiting to take one’s electronic donations. If
Judas Iscariot were alive today, he would
probably have been paid off in some cryptocurrency like Madoffcoin (which apparently
has its roots in an Egyptian pyramid
scheme).
In light of these developments, technology may
take the place of going to church altogether. As
many are aware, over the past few decades, the
“big box” stores have put little shops out of business. Likewise, the “big box” churches have
done the same to smaller congregations. Notably, the “big box” churches are not particularly
good a mission. They mainly steal sheep from
smaller folds until those smaller congregations
fold. This has happened to St. Luke’s in many
respects, except that St. Luke’s is not folding; if
we play our cards right. Furthermore, despite
the “success” of the “big box” churches, fewer
and fewer people are attending church and ever
more claim not to believe in God. Perhaps,
someone will create a mobile app to address this
problem.
The glories of technology, which many hope will
help the church to grow, seem in many cases to
be having the opposite effect. If market trends

continue, the “big box” churches could fall prey
to online retailers of religiosity, like AmazinGod.
A virtual religious marketplace in “the Cloud”
sounds just heavenly. Also, with low, annual
subscription fees and two days free shipping, orders placed on Friday would mean holy communion delivered to the house on Sunday guaranteed! It adds whole new meaning to “Fed”
Express.
Faced with such technological advances and relentless market forces, smaller congregations
seem consigned to the dustbins of ecclesial and
secular life. One begins to wonder how God the
Father who made “heaven and earth,” whose
word created everything out of nothing, ever
gets a hearing at all. Furthermore, what chances
of “success” could the Son of God have in our
world, especially having first arrived in a backwater of the Roman empire in the form of an
“old school” carpenter come wandering
preacher? How would the “big box” Romans and
the “big box” temple leaders react to Jesus and
his insignificant band of Jewish upstarts? History shows that in the course of Jesus’s time the
“big box” authorities got cross, and Jesus got crucified. A cross adorned with a For Sale sign is
frequently used in the real estate market, sometimes even to sell redundant church buildings.
God’s mission to save sinners from their sin
through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus
of Nazareth is historically, intellectually, financially, socially, and totally so improbably as to
defy belief. So, most people defy God and do not
believe. Those who do believe, however, have
faith not because of technology or market forces
or political party lines or world domination or ...
Instead, they believe because someone brought
the gospel of Jesus Christ to them, like God the
Father sent God the Son to us sinners, namely in
person.
Through the gospel, the Holy Spirit, the third
person in the Trinity, both invokes and evokes
the faith by which our innate unbelief, our sin, is
countered. This faith creates our relationship
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with God anew which was broken by the nascent unbelief of our first parents and spread by
all successive parents to all their children. Having our broken relationship with God “put
right” by faith also grants us sinners a rightness
or righteousness or justness with God which
only God can grant. By communicating the
gospel of Jesus Christ from one person to another, “from faith for faith” (Romans 1:17), the
Holy Spirit “calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth and
keeps it united with Jesus Christ in one true
faith (Luther’s Small Catechism). For this reason, Lutherans hold that the doctrine of justification by faith alone in Jesus Christ through the
word alone is the doctrine by which the church
stands or falls.
Thus, the word of God, that is the gospel properly differentiated from the law, is God’s creative and creating gift to and for all creation, especially a fallen creation. When that same
word became flesh and dwelt among us sinners,
we sinners sought to silence it by crucifying Jesus, but the word of that cross arising at Christ’s
resurrection became the power of God to save
all who believe (I Corinthians 1:18, Romans 1:1617). To effect such faith, God created the office
of proclamation, personally to give his word
and sacraments
(baptism and the Lord’s Supper) to us. Originating in and emanating from the Triune God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, this word is by nature inner-personal and interpersonal, delivered
personally by the Son to us sinners who have
been called to communicate that word personally to others.
Through the word and water of baptism, we
sinners are united with Christ’s death and resurrection, namely drown, bound to Christ’s
cross, buried, and brought to nothing. We sinners are likewise so united with him that in a
resurrection like his we are also raised from
death, freed from sin, and given the gift of a
new life (Romans 6:1-11). Then, through the
word and the elements of bread and wine, Jesus
Christ reminds the members of his body not
only that he died and was raised for the

forgiveness of their sins but also that they have
become thereby a living proclamation of his
salvific death on the cross (I Corinthians 11:1726).
As improbable as it may seem, according to Martin Luther, having become part of the body of
Christ, we forgiven sinners are thereby also ordained into a new priesthood (WA 6: 408, 11-13).
In Luther’s day, the word and person of Christ
had been supplanted by an impersonal, imperial
institution dominated by an ecclesial emperor
promising salvation through personal allegiance
to himself. Today, our technology-saturated
world ruled by tech companies promises the
revolution, if not the salvation of human society
through nearly total reliance on such technology. Knowledge, friends, sex, stardom, power,
commerce, and even religion are all at our finger
tips. just a few taps or clicks away. Our various
electronic communication devices seem to open
a new universe, and we can indulge ourselves in
untold pseudo-personal relationships, across
great distances and divides, accomplishing fantastic feats, at least until the batteries die. The
Tower of Babel is more glorious and feeble than
ever.
Together in Christ, we are part of a most
unlikely mission. In contrast to the phoney appearance of new life through electronic devices,
especially in the church, God’s improbable mission to save us from our sin still takes place one
person at a time. As if our lives depended upon
it, the three persons within the Trinity relate to
each one of us as persons born and trapped in
our very personal sin and death. When Christ
came to us in human form, but without sin, he
came to redeem and free (eleutheroo) us from
our slavery to sin and death (John 8:31-38). This
mission, accomplished at great cost to himself
on the cross, is God’s holy, personal gift to
wholly unworthy sinners. Having been raised
with Christ and incorporated into his body
through baptism, we justified, sinning believers
are nevertheless reminded by St. Paul, “You are
not your own, for you were bought with a price.
So glorify God in your body” (I Corinthians
6:20). As part of Christ’s crucified and
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resurrected body, we glorify him in our bodies
every time we share the gospel of Jesus Christ
personally with another sinner. Amen.

Many Thanks
Marge Bitter wishes to thank the congregation
for their prayers and the flowers offered during
her convalescence after breaking her elbow due
to a fall. She reports that her recovery is going
very well.

Fall Christian Education
Christian Education resumes at St. Luke’s on
Sunday, 15 September. On that day, Sunday
school will resume for children and adults.
That same day, St. Luke’s Theological Academy
(SLTA) will begin its 10 week autumn courses.
Those courses are: Foundations of the Christian
Faith (Sundays), Introduction to the New Testament (Tuesdays), Introduction to Church History (Tuesdays), and Liturgy and Church Music
(Thursdays). Catechism classes will also resume, but the exact days and times have yet to
be determined. For more information and to
register online, go to St. Luke’s website or talk
to Pastor Mark.
Pastor Mark

Women’s Bible Study
We will be studying Lysa TerKeurst’s book and study guide, “It’s Not Supposed to Be This Way.”
Find unexpected strength when disappointments leave you shattered.
Join us for prayer, discussion, and fellowship.
Saturdays: September 14th-November 30th
(12 week session)
9;15 a.m.-10:30 a.m.
For more info and sign up with Renee Calvo reneecalvomusic@gmail.com
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Notes from the Director of Music…
After a full summer of activities and travel, the time has come to journey forth and start the new choir
season for both the adults and children of St. Luke’s. I spent many hours on the church campus over
the past few months helping out with Vacation Bible School, organizing the choral library, planning
for the Fall and Winter seasons of music, leading a women’s Bible study and painting outdoors.
We have a small staff of workers here at St. Luke’s, but what we lack in numbers, we make up in tenacity, good humor, and hard work! I really enjoyed working alongside our Facilities Manager, Eugenio
Cruz and our indispensable Office Manager, Amy Hoffman.
In July, I traveled to Lynnwood, Washington to partake in the music workshop facilitated by Augsburg
Fortress. I spent three days attending music planning classes and choir enrichments. On the last day of
the event, all of the workshop participants gathered together for an evening of worship at Trinity
Lutheran Church. It was absolutely breathtaking to hear and see so many musicians, directors of music, and true believers gather together and offer up their voices in praise singing hymns, reading scriptures, and praying for everyone’s ministries. It truly was a great opportunity to be surrounded by like
minded individuals and I was very grateful for the small getaway in beautiful Washington.
In August, I took a road trip through California, Nevada and Utah. I enjoyed the days of unplanned
activities and spent a great deal of time reading, hiking, and taking photographs. I also met some wonderful people along my trip and found it so easy and comfortable to have some meaningful conversations. I am always amazed at how God will put the right people in my path at the right time. Wherever we go, we will always have an opportunity to minister to others and have others minister to us.
God is faithful and good!
As I look forward to the Fall, I anticipate new opportunities for growth, creativity, and spiritual enrichment. We start the choir season with a potluck at Martha Applegate’s home on September 5th at 6:30
p.m. The Adult Choir rehearses on Thursday evenings from 7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room.
The Children’s Choir will resume practices immediately following the Sunday morning service also in
the Fireside Room. Please join us for a wonderful and enriching season of music!
Respectfully yours,
Renee Calvo
Director of Music

View more of Renee’s photos
on the bulletin board!
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Women of St. Luke’s

St. Luke’s Stewards

After those very hot days of summer, things are
beginning to cool a bit. But things heat up
around St. Luke’s: adult Sunday School returns,
the Academy classes start up, choir returns and
much more.

This is part of an ongoing look at some of this
congregation’s STEWARDS, this month focusing on a new member of St. Luke’s Council: our
TREASURER.

Our combined circle meeting featured a group
called “Cammies and Canines”. This group offers homeless veterans a place to feel safe, to
share their experiences both in combat and after with other vets, and to interact with animals
both caring for them and enjoying a relationship with them. They seem to be at the early
stage of being able to offer all the services they
with to offer. They have been featured on both
local and national TV. WSL will be following
them and will be considering them for donations. Thanks to the men who joined us and
thanks to Sheila Stubbs and Liz Dunnigan for
their work in putting on this event.
WSL also sold tickets for the lovely baskets at
the craft fair. Thanks to all who bought tickets.
Those who didn’t attend missed the beautiful
fall quilt made by our quilter emeritus, MaryAnn.
Mark your calendars to attend the class offered
by Renee. The “Uninvited” program helped us
look at some of those interactions that are currently causing pain as well as some from the
past we have not resolved and how God’s word
can help us free us from the pain. Those attending found the program enjoyable, helpful
and relationship building. We need all the help
we can get.
Nancy Kearns
WSL president

SCOTT BROWN is St. Luke’s “new” treasurer,
having taken over the position in April. He
was born in Santee, and went to Hill Creek Elementary School and Santana High School. He
attended Grossmont College, then having received a scholarship, graduated from Hawaii
Pacific University in 2007 with a major in Environmental Science. Scott moved back to San
Diego after graduation, married Stephanie in
2012, and they have one son, Tavis, who is a
freshman at the San Diego School of Creative
and Performing Arts. He also is a part of St.
Luke’s current Confirmation Class and an acolyte.
Scott works as an environmental scientist for
the Wood Company in Kearny Mesa. His work
there includes finance: budgeting, contracts,
and various financial commitments.
Perhaps some members recall that Scott, who
has been involved with music since he was a
teenager, played the bongo drums for one of
the choir’s rather jazzy selections some weeks
ago. Percussion instruments have been a part
of his life since early in his teenage years. He
was part of the San Diego State Marching Band
during his time as a student there.
The Brown Family has supported St. Luke’s in
various ways for many years. In fact, Scott’s
great grandfather, Bruce Shepersky, was involved in the construction of our current sanctuary. Scott’s parents actually met at St. Luke’s
and were married here. In more recent years,
since 1995, the Brown Family membership was
at Tierrasanta Lutheran Church. However,
Scott and family “rejoined” St. Luke’s in 2016
and he became a Council member and our
treasurer this past April. We at St. Luke’s are
so very fortunate that this family and their talents are a part of the St. Luke’s congregation.
Martha Applegate
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WORSHIP TEXT
September 1st
12th Sunday after Pentecost
First Lesson — Proverbs 25: 2-10
Psalm 131
Second Lesson — Hebrews 13: 1-17
Gospel — Luke 14: 1-14
September 8th
13th Sunday after Pentecost
First Lesson — Deuteronomy 30: 15-20
Psalm 1
Second Lesson — Philemon 1: 1-21
Gospel — Luke 14: 25-35
September 15th
14th Sunday after Pentecost
First Lesson — Ezekiel 34: 11-24
Psalm 119: 169-176
Second Lesson — 1 Timothy 1:(5-11) 12-17
Gospel — Luke 15: 1-10
September 22nd
15th Sunday after Pentecost
First Lesson — Amos 8: 4-7
Psalm 113
Second Lesson — 1 Timothy 2: 1-15
Gospel Lesson — Luke 16: 1-15
September 29th

Happy Birthday
Marge Hersom

August 31st

Beverly Holland

September 2nd

Cathy Floegel

September 4th

Paige Yerger

September 4th

Peter Mylerberg

September 5th

Patti Boekamp

September 6th

Ted Olsen

September 8th

Karen Skullerud

September 9th

C.E. Crossley

September 20th

Shirley Crossley

September 24th

John Busker

September 25th

Darcy Barghols

September 30th

Happy Anniversary
Gerry & Karen Skullerud
September 9th
Dick & Martha Applegate
September 13th
Jim & Dawn Dolan
September 27th

16th Sunday after Pentecost
First Lesson — Amos 6: 1-7
Psalm 146
Second Lesson — 1 Timothy 6: 6-9
Gospel Lesson — Luke 16: 19-31

Gary & Sarah Scott
September 28th

Did we miss your special event? Please let Amy in the office
know your birthday or anniversary so we can honor you and
yours next year!
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September Prayer Calendar
“Joyful, We Adore Thee”
1

Psalm 95: 1-7

2

Psalm 43: 3-5

3

Psalm 118: 26-29

4

1 Chronicles 16: 23-27

5

Nehemiah 8: 9-12

6

Psalm 4: 6-8

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;

7

Psalm 21: 1-7

drive the dark of doubt away.

8

Psalm 43: 2-4

Giver of immortal gladness,

9

Psalm 51: 8-12

fill us with the light of day!

10

Psalm 66: 1-4

11

Psalm 92: 1-5

All thy works with joy surround thee,

12

Psalm 63: 1-8

earth and heaven reflect thy rays,

13

Psalm 84: 1-12

stars and angels sing around thee,

14

Psalm 33: 1-9

center of unbroken praise.

15

Acts 3: 1-10

16

Isaiah 55: 10-13

17

Habakkuk 3: 17-19

18

Luke 1: 39-45

19

Luke 2: 8-14

20

John 15: 7-11

21

John 16: 21-24

ever blessing, ever blest,

22

Isaiah 25: 6-9

well-spring of the joy of living,

23

Philippians 1: 15-20

24

1 Thessalonians 1: 2-7

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

25

Psalm 32: 8-11

Fountainhead of love divine.

26

James 1: 2-4

Joyful, we Thy heaven inherit!

27

1 Peter 1: 3-9

Joyful, we by grace are Thine!

28

1 John 1: 1-4

29

Psalm 5: 11-12

Lutheran Service Book

30

Isaiah 35: 1-10

Hymn 803

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee,
God of glory, Lord of love;
hearts unfold like flowers before thee,
opening to the sun above.

Field and forest, vale and mountain,
flowery meadow, flashing sea,
chanting bird and flowing fountain,
call us to rejoice in thee.

Thou art giving and forgiving,

ocean depth of happy rest!
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September Calendar
Reader
Altar Guild
1st

Sound Technician
Communion Assistant—Bread
Prayers of the People
Communion Assistant—Wine
Greeters
Usher Team
Acolytes

8th

Pastor Mark Menacher
Judi Cole & Liz Dunnigan
Ellis Petersen & Loraine Wininger
George Hauk
Gabby Bruflat & Jet Bruflat

Prayers of the People

MaryAnn Boullain

Projectionist

Gail Knippelmeyer

Usher Team
Acolytes
Communion Assistant—Bread
Prayers of the People
Projectionist
Communion Assistants—Wine
Greeters
Usher Team
Acolytes
Communion Assistant—Bread
Prayers of the People
Projectionist
Communion Assistants —Wine

Stephanie Brown & Thelma Pace
JoAnn Hendrickson
Randy Engel
Tavis Brown & Paige Yerger
Judi Cole
Randy Engel
Terry East
Shirley Carrington & Thelma Pace
Marilyn Burns & Marie Handley
George Hauk
Gabby Bruflat & Jet Bruflat
Shirley Carrington
Randy Engel
Tania Salas
Stephanie Brown & Liz Dunnigan

Greeter

Jillian Barnard

Usher Team

Jillian Barnard

Acolytes
29th

Matt Kirk
Ted Olsen

Shirley Carrington

Greeters

22nd

JoAnn Hendrickson

Communion Assistant—Bread

Communion Assistants—Wine

15th

L. Floren 1, 8, & 29; M. Applegate 15 & 22

Communion Assistant—Bread
Prayers of the People
Projectionist
Communion Assistants —Wine
Greeter
Usher Team
Acolytes

Tavis Brown & Paige Yerger
Terry East
Jillian Barnard
Tania Salas
Liz Dunnigan & Thelma Pace
Stephanie Brown
George Hauk
Tavis Brown & Paige Yerger

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am
Children’s Choir &
Sunday School
4:00 pm SLTA

29

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am
Children’s Choir &
Sunday School
4:00 pm SLTA

22

9:00 am Worship
10:15 am Children’s
Choir & Sunday School
4:00 pm SLTA

15

9:00 am Counters

30

9:00 am Counters

23

9:00 am Counters

16

9:00 am Counters

9

8

Worship

Labor Day—office/
campus closed

9:00 am Worship

9:00 am

2

Mon

1

Sun

25

18

11

4

Wed

8:00 am Tai Chi
Noon Book Club
9:30 am Project Day
7:00 pm SLTA

24

8:00 am Tai Ch
11:30 am Prayer
Champions
7:00 pm SLTA

17

8:00 am Tai Chi
9:30am Project Day
12:30 pm
Rebekah Circle
7:00 pm SLTA

10

8:00 am Tai Chi
9:00 am Counters
10:00 am WSL

3

Tue

8:00 am Tai Chi
7:00 pm SLTA
7:00 pm Choir

26

8:00 am Tai Chi
10:00 am Deborah
Circle
7:00 pm SLTA
7:00 pm Choir

19

8:00 am Tai Chi
7:00pm SLTA
7:00 pm Choir

12

8:00 am Tai Chi
7:00 pm Choir

5

Thu

September 2019

27

20

13

6

Fri

9-10 am Altar Guild
9:30 am Women’s
Bible Study

28

9-10 am Altar Guild
9:30 am Women’s
Bible Study

21

9-10 am Altar Guild
9:30 am Women’s
Bible Study

14

9-10 am Altar Guild

7

Sat
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CHNAGE SERVICE REQUESTED

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL


Children’s Choir begins September 15th.



Worship Service: Sundays, 9:00 am in the Sanctuary.



Happy Labor Day; office closed September 2nd.



Women’s Bible Study begins September 14th at 9:30am.



Sunday School for all ages: Sundays beginning September 15th.



St. Luke’s Theological Academy courses will begin September 15th on Sundays,
Tuesdays & Thursdays.
St. Luke’s Mission Statement:
We are called as a community of Christians saved by grace
—through faith alone in Jesus Christ—
to spread the Holy Gospel in word, sacrament, and action
soli deo gloria.

