Parish Rebuilder
ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH - 5150 WILSON ST. LA MESA, CA 91942
www.st-lukes-la-mesa.org

September 2020
Monthly Newsletter
Volume 20 Issue 9
We invite you to join
St. Luke's Lutheran Church
Please contact Amy in the office to discuss
membership or to arrange an appointment
with Pastor Mark:
619-463-6633 or office-sllc@att.net

Table of Contents
Pastor Mark

page 1

WSL

page 5

VBS at home

page 5

Song of Solomon puzzle

page 6

Worship Text/Birthdays

page 7

Prayer Calendar

page 8

Worship Teams

page 9

Calendar

page 10

Upcoming Events
Council mtg—Sept 8
WSL committee mtg—Sept 12

What Now?
It is not uncommon as of late to hear people say,
"We are living in unprecedented times," or "These
are very uncertain times." To say the least, the
times are certainly unusual. To borrow a phrase
from the internet, the world has really "gone viral."
Except, instead of people referring to online cat
videos or come other cute internet clip or quip, one
is actually referring to humanity in living in the
shadow of the so-called novel coronavirus. Nonetheless, are these really "unprecedented times" or
are they perhaps just inconvenient times?
If one views the reactions to the coronavirus locally, nationally, and globally, these reactions and
overreactions provide an interesting reflection of
humanity. When one compares these reactions
with previous epidemics and pandemics, it seems
striking that humanity seems to have lost a considerable capacity to confront illness and death. On
the brighter side, modern medicine has become
very good at curing or at least at treating an unprecedented number of ailments. To "get better" is
the expectation, not the exception.
In comparison to the miracles of modern medicine,
society as a whole seems to be heading in the opposite direction. The disintegration of the family, of
neighbourhoods, of common values and morals,
and even of the common sense of being a nation is
evident everywhere. Many call this disintegration
"progress," but it needs to be asked to what is this
progressive disintegration leading? To what are we
supposed to be progressing? How will we know
when we have arrived?
The church throughout history has fallen into the
same trap. For most of the church's history, even
into our times, the church has been dogged by the
idea that we sinful human beings should and can
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make "progress" in or towards our salvation, in
or towards our relationship with God. According to this thinking, if one just attends church
enough, follows the rules enough, prays enough,
reads the Bible enough, and gives enough
money, one will get closer and closer to the
kingdom of God, the pearly gates, etc., but how
much is enough?
These hopes are all based on the notion that one
can somehow get one's sinful human "flesh" to
improve. If the church can just motivate sinners
to be more church-going, more rule-following,
more God-fearing, more Bible-reading, and more
holy all around, then in time the whole world
will become a better place to be. Sadly, like the
rest of society "church people" seem to be getting worse rather than better at these things. In
contrast, non-churched people seem to think
that the world is actually getting better by not
doing these things. Maybe "church people" are
getting worse at these things because they believe that non-churched people are actually
right.
In light of the coronavirus, how do non-believers
gauge what is saving for them? Do they even
care? Some do, and some do not. For those who
"care," protecting themselves and others from
the coronavirus is a moral duty. It is represented
in all manner of ways, like lockdowns, face
masks, hand washing, hand wringing, closing
gyms, restaurants, schools, churches, etc. Not
that those are bad things if necessary, but are
they and when are debated? Where are the
studies to support some of these measures? Scientific or not, the prevailing rationale in all this
seems to predicated on the notion that it is
"good" for humanity to put life on hold in order
to save lives. That seems to be a contradiction in
terms, one designed more to avoid litigation
than actually saving lives. By the way, what does
saving a mortal life actually mean?
Across the board regardless of the category or
crisis, human efforts of the religious and nonreligious, of believers and non-believes, of the
churched and the non-churched seem hell bent
on making things better, on progressing to some

better point, all in the hope at some point eventually to defy death through human determination. All these efforts and all this energy and all
the associated exertion and expenditure, however, seem to have overlooked the fact that at
best we may or may not be delaying death in a
significant way.
In relation to what can and cannot be achieved
by our sinful, human efforts, God has already
done what none of our efforts could ever do.
When God the Father sent God the Son into our
broken, sinful world to be broken by our sin and
killed on a cross, God did not proclaim the merits of human progress. Instead, the cross reveals
the reality of all human efforts to achieve or acquire eternal life. In other words, all such human efforts are a dead end.
Jesus' cross and resurrection have revealed to
sinful humanity that God is not interested in
progress, in us getting better bit by bit. Instead,
God has delved into death to conquer death itself. In the cross, God put an end to all human
efforts to better their lives in pursuit of eternal
life. In the resurrection, God takes dead sinners
and creates them anew and thereby grants them
the image of his Son. This begins now in baptism, being killed and raised already in this life.
The promise of the resurrection means that regardless of what happens in this life, we do not
need to put life on hold. Instead, we are called
to live life here and now to the fullest, as a gift,
believing that something better, something
more fulfilling, something more living has already been given to us in the life, death, and resurrection of the word made flesh, of Jesus Christ.

St. Luke's Theological Academy
Given the uncertainty of continued interruptions
of church and society, St. Luke's Theological
Academy (SLTA) regretfully will not be offering
courses this autumn. Whereas it would not be
out of the question to offer something online, an
essential part of being a member of the body of
Christ is meeting in-person. So, SLTA will plan
to resume courses in the winter.
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Sunday School and Catechism
For similar reasons, it is not certain yet when
Sunday school or catechism classes will resume.
Again, meeting in-person is an important part of
being church. Because both Sunday school and
catechism involve just one congregation's membership, and thus fewer logistics in so many
ways, the resumption of one or both is more
flexible. So, there is hope that these may resume
in the autumn, but as of yet no firm date has
been set.
Pastor Mark

Answers to last month crossword puzzle.
How did you do?
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The music for the Chicago worship on June 28, 2020
was preformed by Malou Rogers, our guest organist,
along with Tavis and Scott Brown.
We look forward to having this trio of musicians
continue when we move back inside the sanctuary.

Women of St. Luke’s
The WSL committee met on Tuesday, August 4th. Four members were in attendance: Nancy Kearns,
JoAnn Hendrickson, Shirley Carrington and Liz Dunnigan. We decided to give $1000 to the La Mesa
Police and $1000 to the La Mesa Fire Department for their service to our community. Shirley, assisted
by Amy, determined who to contact to ensure that the donations went for the benefit of the police and
firemen.
Nancy and Shirley went to the California Bank and Trust to add Shirley to the WSL account. Nancy
will need to sign checks until the Council treasurer completes the information necessary to add
Shirley.
Our next meeting will be at 10:00AM Saturday September 12th outside in the garden. Since Monday
the 7th is Labor Day, the meeting has been moved from the first Saturday, the 5th, to the second Saturday. Please notify Nancy at nkearns@aol.com of suggestions for agenda items and if you wish to present a short inspirational reading.
Nancy Kearns
WSL president
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VBS at home all the way from Washington State!
The Utley Children and their VBS crafts
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WORSHIP TEXT
September 6th
14th Sunday after Pentecost
First Lesson — Ezekiel 33: 7-9
Psalm 32: 1-7
Second Lesson — Romans 13: 1-10
Gospel — Matthew 18: 1-20

September 13th
15th Sunday after Pentecost
First Lesson — Genesis 50: 15-21
Psalm 103: 1-12
Second Lesson — Romans 14: 1-12
Gospel — Matthew 18: 21-35

Happy Birthday
Beverly Holland

September 2nd

Cathy Floegel

September 4th

Paige Yerger

September 4th

Peter Mylerberg

September 5th

Patti Boekamp

September 6th

Ted Olsen

September 8th

Karen Skullerud

September 9th

Tania Salas

September 13th

C.E. Crossley

September 20th

Shirley Crossley

September 24th

John Busker

September 25th

Darcy Barghols

September 30th

September 20th
16th Sunday after Pentecost
First Lesson — Isaiah 55: 6-9
Psalm 27: 1-9
Second Lesson — Philippians 1: 12-14, 19-30
Gospel — Matthew 20: 1-16

September 27th

Happy Anniversary
Dick & Martha Applegate
September 13th
Jim & Dawn Dolan
September 27th

17th Sunday after Pentecost
First Lesson — Ezekiel 18: 1-4, 25-32
Psalm 25: 1-10
Second Lesson — Philippians 2: 1-4, 14-18
Gospel Lesson — Matthew 21: 23-32

Gary & Sarah Scott
September 28th

Did we miss your special event?
Please let Amy in the office know your birthday or
anniversary so we can honor you and yours next
year!
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September Prayer Calendar
God’s Love for Us
1

Psalm 36: 5-10

2

Psalm 25: 4-10

3

Lamentations 3: 21-26

4
5
6

1 Peter 1: 3-9
Romans 5: 1-11
Psalm 33: 18-22

7

1 John 3: 1-3

8

1 John 4: 7-19

9

Ephesians 1: 3-14

He lives all-glorious in the sky,

10

1 Peter 5: 6-11

He lives exalted there on high.

11
12

Isaiah 40: 27-31
Jude 20-25

He lives to silence all my fears,

13

Psalm 63: 1-11

He lives to wipe away my tears,

14

Psalm 69: 13-16

He lives to calm my troubled heart,

15

Psalm 31: 14-24

He lives all blessings to impart.

16

John 15: 7-11

17

Psalm 145: 1-21

He lives, my kind, wise, heav'nly friend

18

Matthew 7: 7-11

He lives and loves me to the end;

19

Psalm 59: 8-10, 16, 17

20 1 Thessalonians 2: 13-17
21 Psalm 57: 1-11
22 Psalm 32: 18-22
23 Ephesians 2: 1-10
24 Psalm 86: 5-13
25 Titus 3: 1-7

I know that my Redeemer lives;
what comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, He lives, who once was dead;
He lives, my everliving Head.
He lives triumphant from the grave,
He lives eternally to save,

He lives, and while He lives, I'll sing;
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King.
He lives, all glory to His name!
He lives, my Jesus, still the same.
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives,
"I know that my Redeemer lives!"

26 11 Thessalonians 2: 13-17, 3: 1-7
27 John 17: 20-26
28 Revelation 1: 4-8
29 Romans 8: 31-39
30 Ephesians 3: 14-21

Hymn # 352
Versus 1, 2, 5, 6, 8
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SEPTEMBER WORSHIP TEAMS
Reader M. Boullain 9/6 & 27; T. Olsen 9/13 & 20
Altar Guild T. East
Guest Musician M. Rogers

6th

Prayers of the People

Pastor Eric Kaelberer

Communion Assistants — Wine Judi Cole
Usher Team Randy Engel

13th

Prayers of the People

Randy Engel

Communion Assistants — Wine Jillian Barnard
Usher Team George Hauk

20th

Prayers of the People

Jillian Barnard

Communion Assistants — Wine Liz Dunnigan
Usher Team George Hauk

27th

Prayers of the People Gail Knippelmeyer
Communion Assistant — Wine Liz Dunnigan
Usher Team Randy Engel
Thank you to all of those who assist with worship services each month.
Our congregation is all the better with your participation.
If you would like to help in any of the above areas, please let Amy in the office know.

Make sure you tell them you
heard about them from

St. Luke’s Newsletter!

24/7 Emergency Service

call us at (619) 667-4328

7574 University Ave La Mesa, CA 91942

https://jacksonfoster.com/contact-us/

Our monthly newsletter is
printed free because of generous people / companies that
advertise.
Let these generous people
know that we appreciate them.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL


Worship Service: Sundays, 9:00 am in the Sanctuary.



Happy Labor Day; office closed September 7th.
St. Luke’s Mission Statement:
We are called as a community of Christians saved by grace
—through faith alone in Jesus Christ—
to spread the Holy Gospel in word, sacrament, and action
soli deo gloria.

