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Campus Closed
September 5
WSL meeting
September 10 at 11:15am
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The Book of James
September 10 at 10:00am
Sunday School
September 11 at 10:30am
St Luke’s Theological Academy
Sept 11 & 13 start dates

Lutherans assert that the chief doctrine of the
church is justification by faith alone, the doctrine
by which the church stands for falls. That is a very
bold statement. Not only does that make this doctrine the determinative factor in theology, but it
also defines the understanding of the church. This
may seem a logical conclusion, but viewed from a
different perspective, it also raises the question
whether those churches, which do not hold this
position, are truly churches. That is both an intriguing and unsettling thought.
Complicating this matter is the fact that the notion
of “justification by faith alone” does not have a
great deal of warmth or human touch or “warm
fuzzies” or the like. If one says, “God loves you,”
that seems much warmer, much more interpersonal. Importantly, however, these two expressions
point to one and the same dynamic.
The doctrine of “justification by faith alone” is
driven by “grace alone.” If one reads the Bible even
in only a cursory fashion, one sees lots of law and
legal arrangements. This commandment and that
commandment or this rule and that rule pervade
the Bible, especially the Old Testament. According
to the Old Testament, those who follow God’s laws
are blessed for many generations, and those who
do not suffer the consequences usually only for
“three or four” generations. This limited detriment
is itself a form of grace in that God does not drive
sinners into the ground for all time.
Within the legal framework of the Bible, the notions of being righteous, of righteousness, of justice
and of justification are at home. Those who follow
God’s laws are righteous, and those who do not ere
not. Biblically, God is a righteous God, even if sin-
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ful human beings do not always perceive God as
such, as if sinners could truly understand God’s
true nature. So, when the righteous God judges,
he can declare those judged to be innocent or
guilty and thus righteous or unrighteous. When
God forgives, that does not diminish the guilt.
Instead, it means that despite being guilty, the
sinner is forgiven because of God’s favor or
grace.

Viewed this way, both God’s love and God’s
grace are one and the same. Interpersonally, the
relationship between God and human beings results from God’s love. Biblically-legally, the relationship between God and human beings is
based on God’s grace. To clarify this, if one appears in a secular court for a parking ticket, the
judge would not forgive the ticket out of love,
but may do so out of grace or favor. The language that we use is contextual, even if is describes a similar or the same dynamic.

On the face of it, like other denominations, we
Lutheran’s are tempted to think that stressing
God’s love is more attractive than talking about
justification by grace alone through faith alone,
and it some ways it is. So, why do Lutherans
stress the latter? Whether we do so in relation
to God’s laws, society’s laws, or our own personal
standards, we human beings tend to judge our
lives and the lives of others by the deeds done,
by the words said, and by the thoughts thought.
Where those are “good,” one is often rewarded,
and when they are “bad,” one is often punished,
whatever that may mean in any given circumstance.
In relation to God, however, the situation is
more complicated. Even though God does love
us, God also expects us to be not simply sinless
(as a negative) but righteous (as a positive) in all
aspects of our lives all of the time. In relation to
God, however, the situation is more complicated.

Even though God does love us, God also expects
us to be not simply sinless (as a negative) but
righteous (as a positive) in all aspects of our lives
all of the time. For us to be in relationship with
the one, true, righteous God, we too need to be
true and righteous. As we all know, this is an
impossible order for fallen human beings. This
impossibility is reflected in the idea that if we
love God, we will obey his commandments.
Sadly, we do not keep his commandments, and
when we do, we think that we have gained, or
worse, have accumulated some sort of righteousness. Such “righteousness” is in reality mere self
-righteousness, which is just another expression
of our sin. So, our doing “good” in our own eyes
is all too often also our undoing.
The doctrine of justification by grace alone
through faith alone, however, is rooted in the
communication of the good news from and
about the crucified and risen Christ who in
God’s love died for our sins on the cross and was
raised for our righteousness (see Romans 4:25).
As a negative, God in Christ takes our sin from
us onto himself, and as a positive, he gives us in
exchange his own righteousness so that we can
be in relationship with the one, true, righteous
God. This all happens when Christ’s word and
Christ’s sacraments create the gift of faith in us
alone by which we receive his righteousness or
just judgment.
The doctrine of justification by grace alone
through faith alone in Christ alone is both a description and a doctrine of the reality of God’s
love for us in the legal framework of the Bible.
Where this doctrine is not preached and taught,
neither is this Christ preached and taught.
Where this Christ is not preached and taught,
there cannot be a Christian church because this
Christ is for all intents and purposes absent!
Pray continually that this Christ will be preached
and taught at St. Luke’s. If he is not, then as a
church you should neither stand for it nor fall
for something else.
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VBS Returns!

Women of St. Luke’s Committee

This year’s resumption of Vacation Bible
School (VBS) 25-29 July was a delight. With
the theme of “Jerusalem Marketplace,” St.
Luke’s was transformed into a mini-Jerusalem
market where there were Bible stories, crafts,
games, dinner, fun, and new friends for children and adults. We wish to thank so many
people from St. Luke’s, from Reformation Lutheran, and from elsewhere who helped or
participated. We thank Judi Cole for taking
the organizational lead. We thank Amy Hoffman for her work, leadership, decorating, and
creativity. We thank George Hauk, Tom
Stubbs, Angie Hauk, and Cheryl Walczak for
the marketplace awnings. Thanks so Ted, Colleen, and Stuart Olsen for leading the games.
Thanks to Jayden Miles, Gabby and Jet Bruflat
for leading groups. Thanks to Mario and Tania
Salas for being so crafty. Thanks to Sheila
Stubbs, Shirley Carrington, Laurie Floren, and
Suzanne Miller for feeding the masses, and finally thanks to Gleason and Doris Snashall and
Stewart Mossman for helping out wherever
needed. It was simply a very enjoyable week
together learning and playing in God’s word.

WHO is Working at St. Luke’s?

SLTA - Autumn Course Offering
St. Luke’s Theological Academy (SLTA) will be
offering two courses this autumn. Beginning
on Sunday, 11 September 2022, 4:00-5:30 pm,
Pastor Mark will teach “Foundations of the
Christian Faith.” Beginning on Tuesday, 20
September 2022, Pastor Paul Willweber will be
offering the module on “Liturgy and Church
Music.” Syllabi and registration are available
on St. Luke’s website or by contacting Pastor
Mark.
Pastor Mark

We find examples all around St. Luke’s of Jesus
working in our church. He’s hard at work keeping the campus beautiful, he’s in the hands that
write get-well cards to our shut-ins, he’s in the
sanctuary filling the wine cups or reading the
Prayers of the People, he’s dozens of fingers busy
with the Project Ladies on Tuesdays, he’s in the
church office answering phones or receiving
members, he’s dealing with a crisis as it arises
with a prayer in the heart, he’s in the narthex
greeting church goers every Sunday, and he’s
cleaning the kitchen every time it needs it. Jesus
came to us in human form – we know that. And
God has sent humans to keep up His work!
Thank you, Lord. We know we can count on You
to keep the work going that is necessary because
you sent HIM to us to be WITH US, IN US.
These loving Christians all represent the love of
God, which can’t separate us from Him. We are
so blessed to have such a hard-working church.
Karen Skullerud
WSL committee chair
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Project Day Ladies
The Loving Hands Project Ladies, the official name, meet on the 2nd & fourth Tuesday of the
month in the lower level. We need all hands to be able to accomplish the task at hand which is to
provide warm and beautiful quilts to the less fortunate of the world impacted by poverty or disaster. We have the loving hands that can make life bearable and a bit more comfortable. Our finished quilts are usually shipped out in the fall and they are distributed worldwide by Lutheran
World Relief. The Quilt Ministry is the longest running program (since 1945) of LWR! If you
want to find out more go to www.lwr.org. FYI: An average of 300,000 quilts are given worldwide
each year!!! Let's do our part.
Hope to see some new faces on one or more of the Tuesday. No prior experience needed.
We also make prayer quilts for those in need of comfort during difficult times. Many Sundays you
will find a quilt in the lower level needing knots to be tied with a special prayer for the recipient.
God bless each and every one of you.

Pictured: Shirley Carrington, Angie Hauk, Colleen Olsen, Betty Wiedmer and JoAnn Hendrickson
Not pictured: MaryAnn Boullain and Karen Skullerud.
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WORSHIP TEXT
September 4th
13th Sunday after Pentecost
First Lesson — Deuteronomy 30: 15-20
Psalm 1
Second Lesson — Philemon 1-21
Gospel — Luke 14: 25-35
September 11th
14th Sunday after Pentecost
First Lesson — Ezekiel 34: 11-24
Psalm 119: 169- 176
Second Lesson — 1 Timothy 1:5-17
Gospel — Luke 15: 1-10
September 18th
15th Sunday after Pentecost
First Lesson — Amos 8: 4-7
Psalm 113
Second Lesson — 1 Timothy 2: 1-5
Gospel — Luke 16: 1-15
September 25th
16th Sunday after Pentecost
First Lesson — Amos 6: 1-7
Psalm 146
Second Lesson — 1 Timothy 6: 6-19
Gospel Lesson — Luke 16: 19-31

Happy Birthday
Cathy Floegel

September 4th

Paige Yerger

September 4th

Peter Mylerberg

September 5th

Patti Boekamp

September 6th

Karen Skullerud

September 6th

Ted Olsen

September 8th

Tania Salas

September 13th

C.E. Crossley

September 20th

Shirley Crossley

September 24th

John Busker

September 25th

Happy Anniversary
Dick & Martha Applegate
September 13th
Jim & Dawn Dolan
September 27th
Gary & Sarah Scott
September 28th
Did we miss your special event? Please let Amy in the
office know your birthday or anniversary so we can
honor you and yours next year!

Coffee Hour Hosting
Please sign up in the Lower Level Kitchen to host Coffee
Hour. No coffee making skills needed, just bring you
favorite treats to share.
September 4: Doris & Gleason Snashall
September 11: open
September 18: Judi Cole
September 25: open
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September Worship Calendar
Daily Prayers
1

Romans 8: 26-28

For the help of the spirit

2

1 Peter 3: 8-9

For the blessing of others

3

Proverbs 3: 5-7

4
5
6

Ephesians 6: 10-18
Luke 18: 1-8
Mark 4: 14-20

For perseverance in Prayer

7

Galatians 5: 16-18

For the leading of the Spirit

8
9

Galatians 5: 22-25
Luke 10: 38-42

For the fruit of the Spirit

10

Psalm 25: 4-7

11

1 Corinthians 1: 10

12

Psalm 31: 1-5

13

11 Corinthians 1: 8-11

14

Ephesians 1: 16-21

15

11 Thessalonians 1: 11-12

For the Glory of Christ’s name

16

11 Thessalonians 2: 16-17

For eternal comfort

17
18

Ephesians 3: 14-21
Psalm 1: 1-3

For knowledge of God’s love

19
20
21

Colossians 1: 9-11
Ephesians 4: 11-16
1 Thessalonians 3: 11-13

For knowledge of God’s will

22
23
24
25
26

Proverbs 4: 20-23
1 Thessalonians 1: 2-3
11 Timothy 1: 6-9
James 1: 2-4, 12
James 1: 5-8

27

1 Peter 4: 10-12

28
29

1 Peter 5: 6-12
Colossians 3: 12-15

For forgiveness of each other

30

Philippians 4: 4-7

For God’s peace

For straight paths
For strength in battle
For good soil

For the good portion
For guidance
For unity
For protection
For reliance on God
For knowledge of Christ

For delight in God’s Word

For unity of the Faith
For growth in Love
For attentiveness to the Word
For thankfulness toward each other
For boldness
For steadfastness in trials
For wisdom
For good stewardship of God’s gifts

For watchfulness
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SEPTEMBER WORSHIP TEAMS
Reader MaryAnn Boullain
Altar Guild Colleen Olsen

4th

11th

Prayers of the People
Communion Assistants — Wine
Projectionist
Usher Team
Acolytes
Prayers of the People

Pastor Menacher
Ted Olsen
Shirley Carrington
George Hauk
G. Bruflat & J. Bruflat
Jillian Barnard

Communion Assistants — Wine Terry East
Projectionist Gail Knippelmeyer
Usher Team Randy Engel
Greeter JoAnn Hendrickson
18th

Prayers of the People
Communion Assistants — Wine
Projectionist
Usher Team
Acolytes

25th

Prayers of the People
Communion Assistant — Wine
Projectionist
Usher Team
Greeter

MaryAnn Boullain
Gleason Snashall
Judi Cole
George Hauk
G. Bruflat & J. Bruflat
Jillian Barnard
Terry East
Shirley Carrington
Randy Engel
Jillian Barnard

Make sure you tell them you
heard about them from

St. Luke’s Newsletter!

24/7 Emergency Service

call us at (619) 667-4328

7574 University Ave La Mesa, CA 91942

https://jacksonfoster.com/contact-us/

Our monthly newsletter is
printed free because of generous people / companies that
advertise.
Let these generous people
know that we appreciate them.

Worship

7:00pm

SLTA

7:45 am Tai Chi

13

7:45 am Tai Chi
9:00 am Counters
9:30am Project Day

6

Tue

14

7

Wed

7:45 am

15

7:45 am

8

Tai Chi

Tai Chi

7:45 am Tai Chi

1

Thu

16

9

2

7:00pm

27

26

1:30 pm Counters

25

9:00 am Worship
10:30 am
Sunday School
4:00 pm SLTA

7:00pm

SLTA

9:30 am Project Day

8:00 am Tai Chi

SLTA

7:45 am Tai Chi

9:00 am Counters

9:00 am Worship
10:30 am
Sunday School
4:00 pm SLTA

20

19

28

21

8:00 am

29

7:45 am

22

Tai Chi

Tai Chi

30

23

———————————Lower Level unavailable September 12-23——————————-

1:30 pm Counters

12

Closed

Office/Campus

5

Mon

18

9:00 am Worship
10:30 am
Sunday School
4:00 pm SLTA

11

9:00 am

4

Sun

September 2022
Fri

9:00 am Altar Guild

24

9:00 am Altar Guild

17

11:15 am WSL

10:00am Bible Study

9:00 am Altar Guild

10

9:00 am Altar Guild
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL


Worship Service: Sundays, 9:00 am in the Sanctuary.



Happy Labor Day; office & campus closed September 5th.



Sunday School begins September 11th at 10:30 am.



St. Luke’s Theological Academy begins Sept 11 & 13.



Lower Level is unavailable Sept 12-23.
St. Luke’s Mission Statement:
We are called as a community of Christians saved by grace
—through faith alone in Jesus Christ—
to spread the Holy Gospel in word, sacrament, and action
soli deo gloria.

