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The Word is Near
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St. Luke's Lutheran Church
Please contact Amy in the office to discuss
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with Pastor Mark:
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St. Paul writes to the church in Rome:
“8 But what does it say? ‘The word is near you, in your
mouth and in your heart’ (that is, the word of faith
that we proclaim); 9 because, if you confess with your
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10
For with the heart one believes and is justified, and
with the mouth one confesses and is saved.”
Reading this, we all need to ask ourselves, “Is the word
near to me or not?” If so, how would we determine
that it is or whether it is near? How do we know that
the words which we receive contain or communicate
the word of God, both the law of God and gospel of
Jesus Christ, the latter alone which creates the faith by
which we are justified?
Since the earliest days of the church, the word of God
has been adulterated by sinful human beings. Even
with the best of intentions, in the hope of evangelism
and mission, the word becomes obscured. Not infrequently when quoting scripture, amazingly enough,
the word, the gospel of Jesus Christ often gets lost, a
favourite trick of the devil. Scripture itself warns us of
this, “3 For the time is coming when people will not
endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they
will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their
own passions, 4 and will turn away from listening to
the truth and wander off into myths” (II Timothy 4:34). The ever present danger in the church is that the
church seeks to attract people by appealing to “itchy
ears” and by finding teachers to suit our own passions.
So, what do we sinners like to hear? Plainly enough,
we like to hear that we are basically just fine, just as we
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are, or “Just as I am,” as the old hymn puts it.
Whereas it is true that God comes to us “just as
we are,” he does not want to leave us there. “Just
as we are” does not mean that we are justified,
i.e. made holy by faith alone in Christ alone by
grace alone through the word alone. If we were
“just fine” as we are, then we would have no
need of a saviour, and Jesus could have spared
himself his death on the cross.
Arguably, the most insidious aspect of humanity’s sinful nature is our individual and collective
self-righteousness. Everywhere we turn we encounter such self-righteousness. It is that which
unites us and divides all of us as sinners. None
of us likes to hear that we are fallible, feeble,
frail, full of folly, or false. Of course, we know it
deep on our hearts, but to hear it from others is
often unbearable because thereby our selfdelusions are ripped from us. We are exposed,
left to stew in our shame. Secular society tries to
attenuate or eliminate this by changing laws and
morals to accommodate seemingly every sin
known to humanity. The hope is that by making
sinful deeds legal, one makes them right, and
thus the committing of sins is not merely right
but righteous.
Scripture does not allow that, even when people
use it to justify their thoughts, words, and deeds
contrary to the will of God. The Bible contains
account after account of people deviating from
God’s word. Whether ancient Israel or secular
society this Bible verse hold true, “Everyone
[does] what [is] right in his own eyes” (Judges
17:6), and there is hell to pay if anyone tries to
tell us differently.
Because the word of God comes to us as both
law and gospel, the church and its mission literally face an almighty conundrum. We selfrighteous sinners do not want to hear or acknowledge that we are sinners. Similarly, we self
-righteous sinners believing that we are already
alright, just, good, and righteous see no real
need for God or his righteousness. Since sinful,
self-righteous sinners perceive no need for what
God has to offer, churches all too frequently seek
to give sinners what sinners perceive that they

need. So, churches descend into all manner of
self-righteous activities believing that they are
full of good people doing good things for the
betterment of society. Sadly, from a superficial
point of view, secular atheists are often better at
bettering society than Christians.
Luther writes that “the true function and the
chief and proper use of the Law is to reveal to
man his sin, blindness, misery, wickedness, ignorance, hate and contempt of God, death, hell,
judgment, and the well-deserved wrath of God
(LW 26:309). Well, what sinner in his or her self
-righteous mind wants to hear that? If the
church goes about preaching the law, surely it
will drive people straight back out the front
door, and who wants that? Church growth committees certainly do not! What is the church to
do? How can it overcome this nightmarish public relations fiasco?
Luther continues, “This does not mean that it
was the chief purpose of God in giving the Law
only to cause death and damnation; ... For the
Law is a Word that shows life and drives us toward it. Therefore it was not given only for the
sake of death. But this is its chief use and end: to
reveal death, in order that the nature and enormity of sin might thus become apparent... When
God saw that the most widespread pestilence in
the whole world, that is, hypocrisy and confidence in one’s own saintliness, could not be restrained and crushed in any other way, He decided to kill it by means of the Law. This was not
to be permanent; but it had as its purpose that
when this pestilence was killed, man would be
raised up again and would hear this voice beyond the Law” (LW 26:335). The law drives us
though death beyond our self-righteousness to
hear the voice of the gospel, the voice of Jesus
Christ, who does not want to leave us where we
are, just as we are. For that, God delivers the
gospel to remove us from the grips of sin, death,
and self-righteousness.
“[T]he Gospel is a light that illumines hearts and
makes them alive. It discloses what grace and
the mercy of God are; what the forgiveness of
sins, blessing, righteousness, life, and eternal sal-
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vation are; and how we are to attain to these.
When we distinguish the Law from the Gospel
this way, we attribute to each its proper use and
function. You will not find anything about this
distinction between the Law and the Gospel in
the books of the monks, the canonists, and the
recent and ancient theologians. Augustine
taught and expressed it to some extent. Jerome
and others like him knew nothing at all about
it. In other words, for many centuries there
has been a remarkable silence about this in all
the schools and churches. This situation has
produced a very dangerous condition for consciences; for unless the Gospel is clearly distinguished from the Law, Christian doctrine cannot be kept sound. But when this distinction is
recognized, the true meaning of justification is
recognized” (LW 26:313).
Lutherans are they only Christians who, in theory, should know how to distinguish the law
from the gospel. In distinguishing the law from
the gospel, the word of God as law and gospel
becomes crystal clear and ever so near. The law
cuts to the quick. It kills the self-righteous sinner. Then, the gospel proclaims the forgiveness
of sins to ears dying to hear. The gospel raises
us to newness of life. By faith alone it justifies
the sinner who is freed from the tyrannical delusion of self-righteousness and liberated to live
with God in God’s gift of holiness. Law and gospel, the cross and the resurrection, are God’s
almighty conundrum to save sinners. So, what
are the church and its mission to do? Be forgiven through Jesus Christ in thought, word,
and deed!
Pastor Mark

We are always in need of additional worship
assistants. Please see Pastor Mark if you are
willing help on Sundays.

Vacation Bible School is Coming!
This year’s vacation bible school (VBS) is
schedule for 8-12 July. The theme is
“Miraculous Mission.” Each day’s lessons
take us through God’s will for our salvation
through his son, Jesus Christ. Get ready to
blast off for new adventures. We will rocket
to new heights in Bible learning. This is a
whole congregational mission event. So,
please prepare to help in whatever way that
you can. So, get on board now and enjoy
the ride!
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Women of St. Luke’s
Summer is upon us: vacations, visitors and barbeques. Oh yes barbeques!! WSL is planning a barbeque
on the last Sunday in July when we are having our St. Luke’s quarterly meeting. No, we can’t
afford
steaks and “bbqed” chicken is messy, but we promise a nice spread. And we hope that you will promise to attend BOTH the barbeque AND the quarterly meeting.
Also, ladies mark your calendar to attend the joint Circle meeting in August. Although it is far from
being formalized, we may have another baby shower like we had last year.
Try to attend one of our circles this month. Rebekah has chosen their material for the upcoming
months and Deborah will be choosing theirs. Betty has the Rebekah study guides; they are $10.50
each.
Renee will be leading a weekly bible study on Saturdays beginning June 15th and continuing until July
27th. Check your church bulletin for more information. This is a great opportunity for those who can’t
attend the Circles to become involved in a bible study – and of course for those are attending circles.
Thank you all for your support of Heifer International. Martha has been a tireless promoter of this self
-help organization. If you haven’t bought a cow yet, there is still time – and you don’t have to pick it
up, pick up your back yard after the cow or milk it.
Vacation Bible School is being held July 8 through 12. Since this is an evening program the children
will be fed. Therefore Jennifer needs all the help she can get - and some things can be done ahead of
time. So plan to help in some way and bring kids – your kids, your grandkids, your neighbor kids and
any kids you can find (whose parents approve).
Finally, your support, both in service and in financial support is important over the summer months.
Plan to have someone cover for you if you are scheduled to serve and will be away and if you will be
away for several weeks during the month, make your financial contribution before leaving. And WSL
ladies, remember we need a quorum to do business, so let me know of your upcoming absence as far
ahead as possible.
Nancy Kearns
WSL President
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ST. LUKE’S STEWARDS
This is part of an ongoing look at some of this congregation’s STEWARDS, presently focusing on the
Women of St. Luke’s (WSL) who are in places of leadership. You will read a little of where they came
from and how they happen to be at St. Luke’s.

ESTELLA SCHWEIKERT, a member of St. Luke’s for approximately
five years, formerly lived in one of the apartments on Wilson Street
across from the church. A Lutheran, born and raised in New Jersey,
she moved to La Mesa in 1968. She met her husband at a USO dance
at Fort Dix. He passed away some years ago while still in the Military.
Now Estella has six children, twelve grandchildren and one great
grandchild…….a family that makes her very proud.

Her education has included taking classes at Grossmont and Cuyamaca Community Colleges, and at San Diego State. Her careers have
been varied. At one time she was the Human Relations Director at the
San Diego Airport, a position she held for some years. But the illness
of her mother in New Jersey took her back East for a time. After returning to the San Diego area, Estella has been working with the elderly in various capacities. Problems with back pain and her heart, however, have taken their toll.

Estella’s hobbies are numerous and they include interior designs for table scapes, event planning, floral design, and more. She even attended an evangelism class while a member of Sonrise Fellowship
she was a Biblical Counselor. A short-term Biblical Counselor class took her to India. Another part of
her life as a member of Sonrise was being a grief share counselor.

While on the Board here at St. Luke’s, she was the Mission Growth Chair, involved in each circle’s selection of Bible studies. She also started the Gift Basket Ministry, benefitting Women’s Crisis House
for victims of abuse. And we cannot forget Estella’s heading up last year’s Fashion Show when members shopped at thrift stores for special items to model. It was her organization that caused that fundriser last September to be so successful and so much fun! The Opporuni-Tea, organized to illustrate
women’s opportunities for contributing their time effectively at St. Luke’s was chaired by Estella.

Because of family commitments, Estella is no longer on the Board. We thank her for her involvement
and dedication to this congregation’s life and know we are fortunate to have her as a member.

Martha Applegate
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JUNE WORSHIP TEXT
2nd — The Ascension of Our Lord
First Lesson — Acts 1: 1-11
Psalm 47
Second Lesson — Ephesians 1: 15-23
Laurie Floren

June 9th

George Jenkins

June 12th

First Lesson — Genesis 11: 1-9

Jillian Barnard

June 20th

Psalm 143

Gerald Skullerud

June 20th

Gospel — Luke 24: 44-53
9th — The Day of Pentecost

Second Lesson — Acts 2: 1-21
Gospel — John 14: 23-31
16th — The Holy Trinity
First Lesson — Proverbs 8: 1-4, 22-31
Psalm 8
Second Lesson — Acts 2: 14a, 22-36
Gospel — John 8: 48-59
23rd — Second Sunday after Pentecost
First Lesson — Isaiah 65: 1-9
Psalm 3
Second Lesson — Galatians 3: 23-4:7
Gospel Lesson — Luke 8: 26-39
30th — Third Sunday after Pentecost
First Lesson — 1 Kings 19: 9b-21
Psalm 21
Second Lesson — Galatians 5: 1, 13-25
Gospel Lesson — Luke 9: 51-62

Have you moved? Changed telephone numbers or your email address? Please let Amy in
the office know of any changes in contact information. 619-463-6633
or email at office-sllc@att.net

Ted and Shirley Crossley
June 2nd
Herb & Patti Boekamp
June 27th
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Music Notes
Happy Summer from the Director of Music!
I am so looking forward to what awaits this summer! Days of nature walks, photography outings, tackling the pile of books that I’ve been
meaning to read, and most importantly, relaxation from a very fulfilling and joyous year of music making!
The Adult Choir had a wonderful year of music
that ranged from Bach to Choplin. Pepper
Choplin that is, and what a great collaboration
during Christmas time we had with the choir
from Grace Lutheran Church of San Diego. I personally want to thank each member of the choir
for being so faithful with their time and talents!
Though they are small in numbers, they are
mighty in spirit and truly dedicated to serving
the congregation every Sunday morning with
their shining faces and melodious voices!
The Children’s Choir also enjoyed a great year of
fun and growth! The highest number we
achieved was 11 children! I am very grateful to
the parents for ensuring that their children arrived for weekly rehearsals and monthly singing
during the Sunday morning worship.

HEIFER International
MANY THANKS to all members who read the
historical materials provided in honor of
HEIFER’S 75th anniversary. And thanks, too, to
all members who took advantage of this opportunity to contribute to this organization with its
emphasis on ending hunger and poverty while
caring for the earth.
PASSING ON THE GIFT is the hallmark of
Heifer’s approach. Each family who receives an
animal passes on the first female offspring to another family in need, along with training in its
care. This creates a ripple effect that transforms
lives and communities, at minimum doubling
the impact of the original gift.
AND A REMINDER: PLEASE DO NOT FORGET
THE HEIFER QUARTER BANK IN THE NARTHEX
Martha Applegate

As we look ahead for the new music year, I encourage any of you that play instruments or sing
to consider serving during the Sunday morning
services. It truly is a blessing to be able to serve
the people at St. Luke’s through music ministry
and most importantly, to serve Jesus Christ, our
Lord and Saviour.
Renée Calvo
Need Heating or A/C work done on your home?
Call Jackson & Foster at 619-667-4328
Make sure you tell them you were referred by the

St. Luke’s Newsletter!
Our monthly newsletter is printed free because of generous people / companies that advertise. Let these generous people know
that we appreciate them.
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June Prayer Calendar
“Hear Us Father, When We Pray”
1

Psalm 5: 1-8

2

1 Samuel 12: 20-24

Hear us Father when we pray

3

Matthew 5: 43-48

Through Your Son and in your Spirit

4

Matthew 26: 34-46

By Your Spirits’ Word convey

5

Colossians 1: 9-14

All that we through Christ inherit

6

Romans 8: 26-28

That as baptized heirs

7

Psalm 3: 1-6

We may truly pray

8

II Corinthians 1: 8-11

9

Luke 11: 1-13

When we know not what to say

10

Ephesians 3: 14-21

And our wounded souls are pleading,

11

Psalm 9: 1-3

May Your Spirit, night and day,

12

Philippians 4: 4-9

Groan within us, interceding;

13

Ephesians 6: 14-20

By His sighs, too deep for words,

14

II Thessalonians 1: 11-12

We are heard.

15

Psalm 16: 7-11

16

1 Peter 3: 10-12

Jesus, advocate on high,

17

Proverbs 3: 5-8

Sacrificed on Calvary’s altar,

18

Psalm 18: 1-3

Through Your priestly blood we cry:

19

1 Thessalonians 5: 15-24

Hear our prayers, though they may falter;

20

Psalm 34: 17-22

Place them in your Father’s throne

21

Psalm 20: 1-5

As Your own

22

1 Timothy 2: 1-6

23

1 Timothy 3: 1-5

Now by Your Spirit now attend

24

John 16: 23-24

To our prayers and supplications

25

Psalm 25: 4-10

As like incense, they ascend

26

Psalm 15: 8-11

To your heavenly habitations

27

Ephesians 1: 15-23

May their fragrance waft above,

28

John 17: 9-13

God of love

29

John 17: 20, 23

30

Psalm 27: 4-6

Lutheran Service Book Hymn #773
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June Worship Schedule
Reader
Altar Guild
Sound Technician

2nd

Communion Assistant—Bread
Prayers of the People
Communion Assistant—Wine
Greeters
Usher Team
Acolytes

9th

Communion Assistant—Bread
Prayers of the People
Projectionist
Communion Assistants—Wine
Greeters
Usher Team
Acolytes

16th

Communion Assistant—Bread
Prayers of the People
Projectionist
Communion Assistants—Wine
Greeters
Usher Team
Acolytes

23rd

Communion Assistant—Bread
Prayers of the People
Projectionist
Communion Assistants —Wine

Estelle Schweikert
Matt Kirk

Terry East
Pastor Menacher
Shirley Carrington & Thelma Pace
Ellis Petersen
Randy Engel
Gabby Bruflat & Jet Bruflat
Terry East
Marge Hersom
Gail Knippelmeyer
Shirley Carrington & Liz Dunnigan
JoAnn Hendrickson
George Hauk
Tavis Brown & Paige Yerger
Judi Cole
MaryAnn Boullain
Tania Salas
Shirley Carrington & Thelma Pace
Marilyn Burns & Marie Handley
Randy Engel
Gabby Bruflat & Jet Bruflat
Judi Cole
Laurie Floren
Gail Knippelmeyer
Marge Hersom & Thelma Pace

Greeter

Jillian Barnard

Usher Team

Jillian Barnard

Acolytes
30th

Randy Engel

Communion Assistant—Bread
Prayers of the People
Projectionist
Communion Assistants —Wine
Greeter
Usher Team
Acolytes

Tavis Brown & Paige Yerger
Ted Olsen
Laurie Floren
Tania Salas
Liz Dunnigan & Marge Hersom
Marge Hersom
George Hauk
Tavis Brown

1:30 pm Counters

17

9:00 am Worship
10:30 am Sunday School

16

9:00 am

23/30

Worship

Happy Father’s Day

1:30 pm Counters

24

9:00 am Counters

10

9

Worship

9:00 am Counters

9:00 am

3

9:00 am Worship
10:30 am Sunday School

Mon

2

Sun

8:00 am Tai Chi
9:30 am Project Day
9:30 am Staff

25

8:00 am Tai Chi
11:30 am Prayer Group
11:30 am Staff

18

8:00 am
9:30 am
11:30 am
12:30 pm

Tai Chi
Project Day
Staff
Rebekah Cir

8:00 am

26

Tai Chi

8:00 am

27
Tai Chi

8:00 am Tai Chi
10:00 am
Deborah Circle

20

13

6:00 pm Council mtg

19

Thu

8:00 am Tai Chi
7:00 pm
final choir rehearsal

6

12

Noon—book club

11

5

8:00 am Tai Chi
10:00 am WSL
11:30 am Staff

Wed

4

Tue

June 2019

28

21

14

7

Flag Day Parade
Float Decorating—
5:30pm

May 31

Fri

9-10 am Altar Guild
9:30 am Bible Study

29

9-10 am Altar Guild
9:30 am Bible Study

22

9-10 am Altar Guild
9:30 am Bible Study

15

9-10 am Altar Guild

8

9-10 am Altar Guild
9:00 am
Flag Day Parade

1

Sat
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL


Worship Service: Sundays, 9:00 am in the Sanctuary.



La Mesa Flag Day Parade—June 2nd at 9:00am.



Summer Bible Study begins Saturday June 15th at 9:30am.



Vacation Bible School—Mark your calendars for July 8-12.

St. Luke’s Mission Statement:
We are called as a community of Christians saved by grace
—through faith alone in Jesus Christ—
to spread the Holy Gospel in word, sacrament, and action
soli deo gloria.

